"GCRACE- -: 
 Abounding to the chief of Sinnerg : 


O R, 
A Biief and Faithful 


RELATION 


Of the Exceeding Mercy of God in Chriſt, 
ro his poor Servant 


JOHN BUNTAN. 


Whetein is particularly ſhewed, The man- 
ner ef his Converſion, his fight ard trouble for 
Sin, his Dreadful Temprations , alſo how he 
dcſpatred of Gods mercy, and how the Lord at 
length thorow Chriſt id delirer him from all 
the guilt and cerrour that lay upon him, 


W hereunto is added, 


A brief Relation of his Call to the Work 


of the Miniſtry, of his Temprations therein, 
as al'o what he hath met within Priſon. 


All which was written by his own hand 
there,and now publiſhed for the ſupport 


Inn ee me _ rr CA Oe In, 


Come and hear =" Jer that fear God ; ; and I will declare 
what be bath dene for my ſoul, Plal,56.16, 


LONDON: 


of the weak and tempced People of God. | 


_— 


"on by Geo#ge Larkin. I os 6 6. A | 
LY 


A PREFACE:- 
- Or briet Account of the publiſh-. * 
1g of this Work : 


Written by the Author thereof, 
and dedicated to thoſe whom 
God hath counted him wor- 
thy to beget to Faith, by his 
Miniſtry in the Word. 


\ Hildren , Grace be with 
you, Amen. TI being ta- 
ken from you in preſence, 
and ſo tied up,that I cans 
n0t perform that duty 
that Jon Gon doth lienpon me , to- 
you-war or your further edifyin 
and baits, by in ng and mo 
neſs, Cc, Tet that you may ſee my 
Bal A 2 Soul 
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Soul hath fatherly cire and deſire af- 
ter: your ſpiritual and everlaſting 
welfare; Inow onte again, as fron 
the topof Shenir and Hermon, ſo from 
the Lions Dens, and from the Moun- 
tains of the Leopards, (Song 4.8.) 
do look yet after you all.greatly long- 
ing to ſee your [afe arrival into 
THE deſired Haven. 

T thank God upon every Remen- 
brance of you, and rejoyce even while 
T ſtick, between the Teeth of the Lions 

'#n the Wilderneſs, at the grace, and 
mercy, and knowledge of Chriſt our 
Saviour, which God hath beſtowed 
upon you, with abundance of Faith 
and Love. Tour hungerings and 
thirſtings alſo after further acquain- 
tance with the Father in his Son ; 
gyonr tenderneſs of Heart, your trem- 
bling at. ſin, your ſober and holy de- 
, portment alſo, before both God and 
"men, is great refreſhment to me : for 
you are my glory and joy, 1 Theſ.2.20- 
Thave ſent you here encloſed a drop 
of that honey, that I have taken ont of 
| the 
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-,ther to the children ſhall make 


_ © Moſes, Numb.33.1,2, writ co = Þ 


The PREFACE. 
the Carcaſe of a Lyon, Judg.14.5,6, 
7,8: Thave eaten thereof my (elf al- 
ſo, and am much refreſhed thereby. 
(Temptations when we meet them at 
firſt, are as the Lyon that roared up- 
on Samplon : but if we overcome 
them, the next time we ſee them, we 
ſhall finde a Neſt of - Honey within 
them.) The Philiſtians underſtand 
menot. It is a Relation of the work, 
of God upon my own Soul,even from 
the very firſt, till now; wherein you 
may perceive my caſtings down, and 
raiſings up : for he woundeth, td 
his hands make whole, Tt 3s written” 
in the Scripture, [[ai.38.19. The fa. 


known the truth of God. Tea, it 
was for this reaſon I lay ſo long at 
Sinat, (Lev.4.10,11.) to ſeethe fire, 
and the cloud , and the darkneſs, 
that I might fear the Lord all the 
days of my life upon earth, and tell 
of his wondrous works to my -chil- 
dren, : Pſa1.78.3,4,5. 
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Journeyings of the children of Ilrael 
fromEgypt to the | and of Canaan; 
ang commanded alſs, that they did 
remember their forty years travel in 
the wilderneſs. Thou ſhalt remem- 
all the way which the Lord thy God 
led thee theſe forty years in the wil- 
derneſs,to humble thee, and toprove ' 
thee, and to know what was in thine 
heart , whether, thon wouldit keep 
his.commandments or no, Dewxt8, 
2,3+ . Wherefore this I have endea- 
poured todo; andnot onely ſo, but 
to publiſh it alſo; that, if God will, 
others may be put in remembrance of 
of what he hath done for their Souls, 
byreading his work upon me. 

Tt.is profitable for Chriſtians to be 
often calling to mind the very begin- 
#ings of Grace with their Souls. Tt 
IS a night to be much obſerved to 
the Lord, for bringing them out from 
| thelandof Egypt. This is that night- 
| of theLord to be obſerved of all the 
children of Iſrael in their generati- 
ons, Exed.12.42, My God , ſaith 
7 5 id David, _ 
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David ; Pal. 42. 6. my ſoul is caſk 
down within me ; but 1 will remem-+ 
ber thee. from the.land of Jordan, 
and of the Hermonites,from the hjll 
Mizar. . He remembred alſo the L'yox 
and the Bear , when he went to-fi ght 
with the Giant of Gath, 1 Sam-17, 
36,37» | 117 
It was Pauls accuſtomed manner, 


Ads 22. and that when tried for his 


oF e, Acts 24. even to open before bis 


udges the manner of his Converſion; 
He would think of that day and that 
hour , in the which he firſt did meet 
with Grace : for he, found it ſuppers 
unto him When God bad brought 
the children of Iſrael thorow the Red 


t Sea,far into the wilderneſs, yet-they 


muſt turr quite about thither agazjn, 
to remember the drowning of their e- 
nemies there, Num.14+-25- for though 
they (ang, bis praiſe before , yetthey 
ſoon forgat his workg,, PlaL106. 11, 
T# this Diſcourſe af tine, you may 


I. ſeemnch; much, 114), of the-Grace 
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of” God towards me : I thank God I 
ran tount it much 3 for it was above 
my ſins, and Satans temptations too. 
IT can remember my fears,and doubts, 
and ſad moneths, with comfort they 
are as the head of Goliah in my hand: 
there was nothing to David like Go- 
liahs ſword , even that ſword that 
Aould have been ſheathed in his bow- 
#ls5*for ' the very fight and remem- 
brance of that, did preach forih Gods 
Deliverance to him. 0 the rememn- 
brance of my great fins, of. my great 
temptations,and of my great fears of 
periſhing for ever ! They bring freſh 
In My mind,the remembrance of my 
great help, my great ſupport from 
Hewven,and the great grace that God 
exterided to ſuch a Wretch as 7. 
My dear Children,call to mind the 
former days , the years of" ancient 
times: remember alſo your: ſongs in 
the night, and" commune with. your 
own beart, Plal.73.5,6,7,8,9,10,11, 
12 TY ar oc Wi ,and leave no 
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reaſure hid,even the Treaſure of your 
rſt and ſecond experience of -the 
praceof God foward you. Remen- 
ber, I ſay, the Word that firſt laid 
bold upon you 5 remember your ter- 
ours of tonſcience,and fear of death 
ind hell : remember alſo your tears 
md prayers to Gods yea, how you 
lighed under every hedge for mercy. 
av? you never a Hill Mitzar to rc- 
member © Have you forgot the Cloſe, 
he Milk-honuſe, the Stable, the Barn, 
wa the like, where God did viſit your 
oul ? Remember alſn'the Word. the 
ord, Tſay,upon which the Lord hath 
auſed'you to hope : If you have fir- 
red againſt light, if you are templied 
to blaſpheme. if you are down in de- 
pair,if you think God fights again ſt 
ou , or if heaven js hid from your 
yes; remember twas thus with your 
Father, but out of them all the Lord 
delivered me. FL 
TI could have enlaratd much in thie 
ny diſcourſe of my temptations and 
| yes for ſin,as alſo of the merciful 


ttd + 


_ oe So m——_——_—_—_————t _ 


The PREFACE; 


kindneſs and working of God. wit 
. #9 Soul: T could alſo have Seept int 
a- ſtile much higher then this in whit] 
T have here diſcanrſed , and coul; 
have adorned all things more the 
here Thave ſeemed to do + but I dar, 
#ot ; God did not play in convincing 
of me; theDevll did not play in tem 
- ting of me; neither did Iplay whe 
T ſunk as into a bottomleſs pit, whe 
_ the pangs of hell caught hold upor 
' me: wherefore'T may not play in 1 
relating of them , but be plain an 
ſimple, and lay down the thing as i i 
was Hethat liketh it,let him recein! 
it.3 and he that does not, let him pro 
ducee better. F arewel. 


| 


My dear Children, . 
The Milk and Honey is beyon&$ 
.-.. this Wilderneſs : God beme 4 
/  ciful to you, and grant you: bi 
not ſlothful to go 1n to-poſle ' 
the Land. 
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bounding to the chief of Sinners: 


O R, 
A Brief Relation 


Di the exceeding mercy of God 


in Chriſt, ro his poor Servant 
7ohn Bunyan. 


e p$$þ$ N this my relation of the merctfuf 
a working of God upon my Soul, ir 
1 # will norbeami({s, ifin che firſt place 

 _ #+ TI do ina few words give youa ſunt 
© - of my pedegree, and manner of 

$ $Þ$ + bringing upz that thereby the yood- 
__ neſs and bounty of God'towa'es me, 

. be the more advanced and magnified betore 
ic ſons of men, | 
& 2- Fer my deicent then, it was,as is well known 
BY many,of a low ant inconiileravle generation; 
Wy fathers houfe being of rhat rank chat harp 
"op moſt deſpiſed of a!l rhe families in the 
nd.” Wherefore 1 hayc nor hete, as others , "= 
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boaſt of Noble blood , or of a High-born ſtate ache 
cording ro the fleſh : rhough all things confiderhart 
eq, I magnifie the Heavenly Majeſty,for rhat by thi 
door he bought me into this worid, to partake « 
the Grace and Life that is in Chriſt by the-Gofpel. &mo 

3, But yer notwithſlanding the meanneſs anFhe: 
inconfiderableneſs of my Parents, it pleaſed Gd te 
Put 1c into cheir heart, .to pur me toSchool , te 
learn both ro Read and Write; the which I alſoKid 
artained, according to the rate of other poor mengtyy 
children, though to my ſhame I con'eſs, I did ſoouſhair 
looſe that little I learnt , and that even almoſt urfhnd 
tcrly , and charlong beſore the Lord did work hi 
gracious work of converſion uponmy Soul. 

4. Ayfor my own natural life, for the time thayj 
F was without God in the world, it was, 1adee 
accocding ro the courſe of chis world, and the (pi 
rit chat now worketh in the children of di'obedi 
ence : 1t was my delight to be raken caprve by the 
Devil at his will, being filled with all uarighteou 
nels ; the which did alſo fo ſtrongly work , ant 
put forth it ſelf, both in my hearrand life, and tha 
f'om a childe, that t had bur few Equals, (eſpecial 
tyconfidering my yea''s, which were render,being 
few) both for cui fing, ſwearing, lying and blaſphy 
ining the holy Name of God. 

5, Yea, lo letled and rooted was I in theſ 
things , thar thcy became as a ſecond Nature t 
me; the which, as I alſo have with ſoberneſs con 
ſidered ſince, did ſo offend the Lord, that eyen t 
my. childhood he djd ſcare and affrighr me w1 
fearful dreams , and did terrifie me with dread 
"ons ::For often, after I had ſpentthis and > 
other day in fin, T have in my bed been greatly 
flicted , While aſleep , with the apprehenſionse 
Deyils, and wicked ſpiries , whoftll , as I rhe 
thought, labou;ed to draw me away with them 
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pf which 1 could never be rid. Alfo I ſhould av 
heſe years be gieatly afflicted and rrouvled with 
he thoughrs of the day of Judgement, and thar 
zoth night and day , and ſhould rremble at the 
Shoughts of che fearful rorments of Hell-fire ; ſtill 
aring thar it would be my lot co be found ar laſt 
mongſi thoſe Devils and Hel'tſh Friends , who are 
Shere.boun:l down with the chains ant bonds of 
Tcernal da; kne 1s. 

6. Theſe things, I fav, when I was but a childe, 
lid ſodifireſs my Soul, thar when in the midſt of 
enSny many (ports and childith vanities , amidft my 
>otain companions, I was often much caſt down 
utSind aflited in my mind therewich; yer could 1 
hiShot let go my fins: yea, I was {o overcome with 
deſpair of life and heaven, that then I ſhould often 
vidh, either that there had beenno Hell, or that Þ 
ad been a Devi! ; ſuppoſing they were onely tor- 
entors ; that if ir muſt needs be, tharl indeed 
ent thicher, I might be rather a rormentor,then 
Formented my ſelf. | 

uy 7. A while after,theſe terrible dreams did leave 
nGne,which alſo 1 ſoon forgot; for my pleaſures did 
ha&vickly cut off the remembrance of them.,as jf the 
lalFad never been : wherefore with more greedineſs, 
Intccording to the ſtrength of Nature, Tdid ſtill lee 
Mooſe the reins to my luſts, and delighred inalt 
ranſgreſſion againſt the Law of Gods fo that uneil 
T came to the ſtate of marriage,I was the very ring- 
Feader of all the Youth that keprme company; in- 
0 all manner of vice and ungodlineſs, . 
18, Yea, ſuch prevalency had the luſts and fruits 
1 che fleſh, in this poor Soul of mine, thathad noc 
S micacle of precious grace prevented , I had-nat: 
nely periſhed by the ſtroke of eternal Juſtice, bax: 
jad alſo laid my ſelf openeven.to the firoke of 


aws , Which bring ſome to diſgrace and open. ©: 
: $84 : ' 


Of 


. would be often celling of me whara godly man 
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ſhame before the face of the wo: ld, 


REF ſ 
' 6. In theſe days the thoughrs of Religion wa 


very grievous to me ; I could neicher endure 1t m 
Riacr that any orher ſhould : io thar when Th: 
bur ſeen.!ome read jn thoie books that concerne 
Chriſtian piety, it would bc as1r weiea p:tlon 
me. Tyen 1 ſaid unto God, Depart from me, for T d 
fire not the knowledge of thy ways, Job 21, 14,15. 
was now void of all good conſideration; Heav 
and Hell were both our of figl:r and minde ; ant 
as for Saving and Damning, they were leaſt in m 
theughrs. 0 Lord, thou knows ft my lif”, and my w/ 
were not nid from thee. | 

16, Yet this I well remember , rhat though 
could my ſelf fin with greateft delighr and eaſe 
and alio rake pleaſure in the viſene(s of my com 
panions3 yer even then, if I have at any rime ſee 
wicked things by thofe that profeſſed goodneſs, i 
would make my {pirit tremble. As once aboyea 
the reſt, when I was in my heighth of vanity, ye 
hearing one to ſwear thar was reckoned for a relj 
eus man, ithad ſo great a ſtroke upon ry ſpirir, a 
1t made my heart ro ake. 

x1. Preſently after this, Ichanged my conditio 
Into a married ſtate z and my mercy was, tolig 
vpon a Wife whoſe Father was counted godly 
this Woman and 1, though we came rogether a 
poor as poor might be , ( not having ſo much as 

iſh or Spoon betwixt us both ) yer this ſhe h 

- for hex pare, The Plain Mans Path-way to Heaven,a 
The Prattice of Piety, which her Father had left he 


when he died. In theſe rwo Books, 1 ſhould ſomegt 


rimes read with her , wherein 7 alſo found fom 
things that were ſomewhar pleaſing ro me : ' (+ 
all this while 7 met with no conviction.) Shealf 


$+&. 


* Either was and how he would reprovyeand co 


ti 
" 
' 
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re Vice, both in his houſe and amongſt his neigh- 
f bours 3; whar a ſtri& and holy life he lived 1n his 
£ day, both in word and deed. 4 | 
12. Wherefore rhele books, with this relation, 
Tchough they did nor reach my heart to awaken ic 
abour my ſad and ſinful ſtate, yet they did beget 
within me ſome defires to Religion : fo thar, be- 
cauſe 1 knew no berrer , 1fell in very eagerly with 
the Religion of therimes, ro wir, ro go to Church 
twice a day, and that too with the foremoſt , and 
my there ſhould very devourtly both ſay and fing as o- 
thers did 3 yer retaining my wicked life : bur 
withal, I was ſo over-run with a ſpirit of ſuperſti- 
tion, that 7 adored, and that with great devorion, 
even all things (both the High-place,Prieſt,Clerk, 
my Veſtments , Service, and what clſe) belonging to 
the Church ; counting all rhings holy rhar were 
if therein conrained ; and eſpecially the Prieſt and 
Clerk moſt happy,and wirhout doubt greatly ble(- 
» becauſe they were the Servants, as I then 
thought, of God , and were principal in the holy 
A Temple, rodo his work theretn. 

13. This conceir grew ſo firong in little time 
of upon my ſpirit,thar had T but ſeen a Prieft,(though 
never ſo ſordid and debauched in his life) I ſhould 
find my ſpirir fall under him, reverence him, and 
* af knirunto him 3 yea , Irhoughtr for the love I did 
bear unto them , ( ſuppoſing they were the Mini- 
ſters of my God) I could have layn down ar their 
feer, and have been crampled upon by them their 
F-Name, their Garb, and Work, did (o1ntoxicate and 
Fdewirch me. ERS 
* 14. After T had been thus for ſome conſiderable 
ball time,auocher rhonght came into my mind,andthar 

g was Whether we were of the Iſraelites or no : for 
A finding im the Scriprures that they were once the 
peculiar People of God 3 though 7, if Deere ond 
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of this race, my Soul muſt needs be happy. Now 
again, I f,und wichin me a great longing to be res 
. Jolved about this quertien, bur could nor rell how 
I ſhould : ar laſt, I a:ked my father of ir,who told 
me, N», we were not ; Wherefore rhen I fell in my 
ſpirit,as to the hopes of that, and (o remained, 
15, Bur all this while I was nor ſenſible of the 
danger and evil of fin; I was kepr from confide 
ring that fin wou!d damn me , whar Religion ſos b0 
ever I followed unle $1 was found in Chriſt : nay; 
T never thought of him , nor wherher there w 
on: ar no. Thus man,while blin.l,dogch wander} '© 
but wearieth him.elf with vanity : for he know 
ech not che way to rhe Ciry of God, Eccleſ.10.15. 
19.. But one day (amongſt all the Sermons eu 
Parſon made) his ſubject was ro treat of the. Sab 
bath day, and of the evil ot breaking thar , either 
with labour, ipoirs, of otherwtec: ( now [wa 
one that rok much delight in all manner of vicey 
and eſpecially that was the Day that 1 did ſolace 
my {elfrherewirh ) . Wherefore I fell in my cox 
ſcience under his Sermon , thinking and believing 
thac he made rhar Sc:mon on pu.poſe to ſhew me 
my evil-doing 3 and ar. rhar time I felc what guil 
was, though never telore, that I can remember i; 
bur then 7 was for the preſent greatlytoaden rhereX 
with', and fo went home when the Sermon W 
ended, with a grear burden on my fpirirt- _ 

- 17, This for that1intianc did cur the finews of m 
delights, and did im'itre: my former pleaſures 
me : but behold, ir laiied not; for before I-hadF: 
well dined, the trouble began to go off my minde 
and my heart returned to irs old courſe: but Ol 
how glad was I, thar this trouble was gone frot 
me, an4 thar the fire was, pur our | Wheteſc 
when T had ſar sfied narure with my foot, he 
the Sermon out my mind , and to my old cuſtor 


» 
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"4 of ſports and gaming I returned with great de- 
light, 

oy But the ſame day, as I was in the midſt of 
$ a game at Car, and having ſtruck it one blow from 
the hole; juſt as I was about ro ſtrike irthe ſecond 
time, a voice d14 ſuddenly dart from Heayen into 

JJ my Soul, which ſaid, Wilt thou leave thy ſins, and go 
. to Heaven ? or have thy ſins, and goto Hell? Art this 
T7 was put to an exceeding maze 3 Wherefore lea- 
ving my Cat pon the ground,I looked up to Hea«+ 
Rl ven', and wasas if I had with the eyes of my un- 
Tf derſtanding , ſeen the Lord Jeſus looking down 
. Yupon me, as being very hotly diſpleaſed with me, 

J and as if hedid ſeyerely threaten me wirh ſome 
grievous puniſhment for theſe , and other my un- 
godly practices. . 

19. I had no ſooner thus conceived in my mind, 
Ybuc ſiiddenly.chis concluſion was faftned on my 
\cold[Pirit, (for the former hint did ſet my fins again 
| YÞefore my face) That I bad been a great and grievous 
Sinner, and that it was now t00 too late for me to look, 
Jajier Hed, for Chriſt would not forgive me , nor 
pardon my trarſgreſſions. Then TI fell ro muſing upon 
Wthis alſo ; and while 1 was thinkin? on ir,and fear- 
Ing leſt if ſhould be (o , I felt my heart fink in de- 
Wpair, concluding it was too late 3 and therefore [ 
Weſolved iymy mind, I would goon 1n fin : for 
houghe 7, if the caſe be thus, my ſtate is ſurely mt- 
erablez miſerable, if Tleave my fins; and but mi- 
erable, if 1follow rhem : I can but be damned 
$04 if it muſt be ſo, I had as good be damned for 
ogeany fins; as to be damned for few. 

20, Thus T ſtood in the midſt of my play, before 
[ rhat then were preſent ; but yer Tcold rhem 
othing : but,T ſay, I having made this condluſion, 
[rerurned ro my ſpot again; and Iwell remem- 
er, tharpreſently this o_— of deſpair did fo py 
NT cis 
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leſs my Soul , that I was perſwaded I could nevi 
«rain to other comfort then what I ſhould get it 
fin ; for Heaven was gone already, fo that on tha 
F muſt nor. think $ wherefore 1 found within me 
great defire ro take my fill of fin, till ſtuddying 
what fin was yet to be commitred, that I mig 
taſte the ſ\weerneſs of it; and I made as much haſie 
as I could to fill my belly with irs delicates » leſt he: 
ſhould die before I had my defire ; for that I fear 
greatly, Intheſe things, I proreſt before Godly - 
nor, neither dolI feign this form of ſpeech: rhele ſto 
were really, ſirongly, and with all my heart, my** 
defires; the good Lord , whoſe mercy is unſearchable 
forgive me my tranſgreſſions. . 

21, ( And Tam very confident that this tempta 
tion ofthe Devil 15more uſual amongſt poor crea 
tures then manyare aware of,cven to over-run t 
ipirirs with a ſcurvie and ſeared frame of heart,ax 
benumming of conſcience : which frame, he {till 
and (lyly ſupplyeth with ſuch deſpair, that though 
not moch guilt attenderh the Soul, yet they cor 
rinually have a ſecret concluſion within them, t 
there 15no hopes for them, 3 for they have loved fin 
Jer.2.25. & 18.13. ) 

22, Now therefore I went on in fin with gee 
| o_—_ of mind, till grudging that J could nt 

e ſo ſatisfied with 1tas I would $ this did contint 
with me about a moneth, or more, But one d 
as 1 was flanding art a Neighbours Shop-windoy 
and there curſing and ſwearing , and playing tl 
Mad-man after my wonted manner, ' there ſat 
within the woman of the houſe , and heard 
who though ſhe alſo was a very looſe and ungod 
Wretch, yet proteſted thar I (wore ahd curſed 
thar moſt fearful rate,that ſhe was made ro tremb 
rohear me : And told me furcher , That Iwas 7 
nngodlieft Fellow for ſwearing thas ever ſbe bead inc} 
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-f her life;and that I by thus doing,was able to ſpoile all the 
Tonth in a whole Town, if they came but 1n my company. » 

23. At this reproof I was filenced , and putto 
fecrer ſhame ; and that too, as I rhought, before 
J the God of Heavens wherefore while I there ſtood, . 
Jad hanging down my head, I wiſhed with all my 
heart that I might be a lictle childe again, that my 
Father might learn me to ſpeak without this wick- 
Jed way of ſwearing : for thought I, 1 am ſo accu- 
Fltomed ro it, that ir is butin vain for me to think of 
a reformation, for I thought ir could never be. 

24. Bur how-.it came tro paſs I know nor, 1 did 
from this crime forward (o leave my fwearing, thar 
it was 4 great wonder to my ſelfto obſerve it; and 
whereas before I knew not how to ſpeak unleſs [ 
puran Oarh before, and another behind, ro make 
my words have authority, now I could ſpeak ber- 
rer, and with more pleaſantneſs them ever I could 
before: all this while I knew nor Jcſus Chriſt, nei- 


ther did Tleave my ſports and pay. 


25, Bur' quickly after this , I fell in company 
with one poor man, that made profeſſion of Reli- 
gion 3 Who, as I then thought, did talk pleaiantly 
ofthe Scriprures, and of the matters of Religion : 
Fwherefore falling into ſome love and liking to 
_ MWhathe faid, Iberook me to my Bible, and began 

Yo take great pleaſu:e in reading , but eſpeciall 

Wirh the hiſtorical part thereof : for as for Pauls 
MFEpiſtles, and Scriptures of that nature, I could nor 
away with them, being as yer but ignorant either 

of the corruptions of my nature, or of che want 
id worth of Jeſus Chritt to ſave me. 
26, Wherefore I'fcll to ſome outward Reforma- 
on, both in my words and life , and did ſer the 
- commandments before me for my way to Heaven; 
* which Commandments. 1 alſo dil ſtrive ro keep x 
- qd, 1 ghr; dj keep them pretty well ſome- J 

NL " B2 rites, 
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times, -an-1 then 7 ſhould have comfort; yet no 
and then ſhould break one, and ſo afflit m 
Conſcience 3 bur then I ſhould repent, and ſay 
was ſorry for it,and promiſe God to do better next 
time, and there get help again. 

27, Thus I continued abeur a year, all which 
time our-Neighbours did take me to be a ver) 
godly man, a new and religious man,and did mar 
vel much to ſee ſuch a great and famous alterarior 
in my life and manneys; and indeed fo it was 
though yet I knew not Chriſt,nor Grace,nor Faith 
nor Hope; and truly as 1 have wellſeen fince, had 
T then died, my ſtate had been moſt fearful : well 
this [ ſay,continued about a twelve-month,or more, 

28. Bur epon aday, the good Providence of Gol 
did caſt me to Bedfrra,to work on my calling; and 
in one of the fircers of that town, I came where 
there was three or four poor women fitting at a 
door In the Sun, and talking abour the things of 
God; and being now willing to hear them dil. 
courſe ,'1 drew near to hear what they ſaid 3 for] 
was now a brisk talker alſo my felf in the matter 
of Religion : bur now I may ſay, T heard, but IT un- 
derſt2d not, for they were far above out of my reach 
for their ralk was about a new birth, the worke 
God on their hearts, alſo how they were convin 
ced of their miſerable ſtare by nature : they talked 
how God ad viſited their ſou's with his love it 
rhe Lord Jeſus,and wich what words and promiſe 
they had beey refreſhed,comforted, and ſupporrec 
againſt the remprartions of the Devil; moreover 
they reaſoned of rhe ſaggeſtions and rempratio 
of Saran in particalar , and rold ro each other by 
which they had heen afflited,and how they wer 
born vp vnder his aflaults ; they alſs diſcourſes 
of their own wretchedneſs of heart, of their unb 
licf, and did concemn, flight and abhor their ow 

; righteouſneſ! 
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righteouſneſs, as filthy, and inſufficient todo rhema 


any good. , | 
29, and me thought they ſpake as if Joy did 


# make them ſpeak : rhey ſpake with ſuch plea'ant» 


ne 5 of Scriprure-language , and with ſuch appea- 


chil rance of grace in all they ſaid, that rhey were to me 


ff as if they had found a new world, as ifrhey were 


people that dwelt a'one , and were not to be rec- 
koned among their Neighbou! s, 

230. Ar this I felt my own heart began to ſhake, 
as miftryfting my condition to be naught; for I 
ſaw that in all my thovghrs about Religion and 
Salvation, the New birth did never enter into my 
mind, neither knew I the comfort of the Word and, 
Promiſe,nor the deceirfulneſs and treachery of my 
own wicked heart, As for ſecrer thoughts.T cook: 
no norice of them ; neither did 7 underſtatid whac 
Satans terpptarions were,nor how they Were to be 
withſtood and reſiſted, go. 

31. Thus therefore when I had heard and con- 
fidered what they (aid,7 lefr them,and went above 
my employment again: bur heir talk and diſcourſe 


F went wich me , alſo my keart would rarry with. 


them, for | was greatly affe&ed with their words, 
both becauſe by them 7 was Convinced that I want- 
ed the true rokens of a truly godly man , andalſo 
becauſe by them 1 was convinced of the happy and 
blefſed condition of him that was ſuch a ane: 

32, Therefore 1 ſhould ofren make it my buſi» 
nels ro be going again and again intgrhe company 
of theſe poor people 3 for 1! could not Nay away 3 
and the more 1 went amongſt chem , the mote I 
did queſtion my condition 5 and, asfhIl1 do re-. 
member, preſently 1 found two things within me, 
at which 1 di4 ſomerimes marvel, (eſpecially con: , 
fidering what a blind,ignorant,ſoi did and ungod]y 
Wretch bar juft before 1 was) the one was,g very 
p OmEey B 3 4 great 


12. Grace abounding 
greatloſineſs and tenderneſs of hearr,which cauſed 
1ne to fall under the conviction of what by Scri- 
prure they. aflerted 3 and the other was, a great 
bending in my mind to a continual meditaring on 
them , and on all other good things which at any 
rime t heard or read of, | | 

33. My mind was now ſo turned, that jr lay like 
a Horſeleach at rhe vein, ſtill crying our Gert vs 
yea, it was ſo fixed on Erernity,and on Methings 
about the Kingdome of Heaven, thatis, ſofar as [ 
knew, though as yet God knows,l! knew bur little, 
that neither pleaſures,nor profirs,nor perſwaſions, 
nor threats, could looſen 1t, or make jrlet go irs 
hold ; and, thou:h 1 may ſpeak ic with ſhame, yet 
it 15 in very deed a.certain truth, it wauld then 
' have heenas difhculrt for me to haye taken my mind 

from heaven to carth,as 1 have found 1r often ſince 
ro get ſt again from earth to heaven, 

- 24. And now me thaught 1 began to look into 
the Bible with new eyes , and read as 1 never did 
before ; and eſpecially che Epiſtles of the Apoſtle 
Paul were ſweet and pleaſant ro me : and indeed 
1 was then never out of the Bible,cicher by reading 
or meditation, ſtill:crying out ro God, that I mighr 
know the truth, and way to, heaven and glory. 

"35, Andas I went on and read,[ lighted on that 
Pallage', To one is given by the Spirit the word of wiſ- 
dome,to another the word of knowledge by the ſame $pi- 
rit,, and to another Faith,&c. 1 Cor.12. And though, 
as | have ſince feen, that by this Scripture the holy 
Ghoſt incends, fn ſpecial, things extraordinary,yet 
on me 1t then did faſten with conviion,that I did: 
want things ordinary , 'even that underſtanding, 
and wiſdome that other Chriſtians had, On this: 


word I muſed, and cov}d not tell what ro do, for T, 
feared 1t ſhut me our of all the bleſſings that others 
good people had given them of God; but I way 


loath 
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loath to conclude I had no Faich in my ſoul * for if 
Ido fo, thought I, then 1'thall count my ſelfa very 
Caſt-away indeed. 

36. No, faid i with my ſelf, though I am con- 
vinced that I am an ignorant Sot, and that I want 
thoſe bleſled gifts of knowtedge and underſtanding 
that other good people have, yer ata venture | will 
conclude'1 am nor alrogether faichleſs, thongh [ 
know not whar Faith is. For it was ſhewed me,, 
and that toe# (as 1 have fince (een) by Saran, Thae 
thoſe who conclude themſelves in a faithleis ftate, 
have neither reſt nor quiet in their Souls; and £ 
was loath tofall quite inrodeſpair. 

37. Wherefore by this ſaggeſtion, I was. for a 
while made afraid to ſee my want of Faith ; bue 
God would not ſuffer me thus ro undo and deſtroy 
my Soul, but did continually againſt this my blinde 
and ſad conclufion, creare (tiH| within me ſuch ſup- 
poſitiont,That I might in this deceive myſelf ; that 
I could nor reſt conrent until 1 di4 now come to 
ſome certain knowledge wherher 1 had Faith or 
no; this always running in my minde, But bow if 
you want Faith indeed ? but bow can you tell you have- 
Faith ? 

3%. So that though 1 endeavoured at the firſt to- 
look over the buſineſs of Faith,yer in a little rime, 
I better conſidering the matrer,was willing to puc' 
my ſelf upon the tryal, whether 1 had Faith or. no. 
Buralas,poor Wretch ! fo ignorant and brutifh was 
I, thar 1 knew to this day no more how to do tt, 
than 1 know how to begin and accompliſh thar 
rare and curious piece of Art, which 1 never yet 
ſaw nor conſidered. 

39.' Wherefore while 1 was thus confidering, - 
and being pur to my plunge abour ir (for you muſt 
know that a3 yer 1 had in this matter broken my 
wind to no man, onely did hear and confider) rhe 
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Temper came in with this deluſion, That there 
was ng 'Way for me ro know I had Faith, but by 
trying to work ſome miracle, urging thoſe Scyip- 
tyres that ſeem ro look that way, for the inforcing 
and ſtrengthening his Tempration. Nay, one day 
asT wasberwixt Elftow and Bedford,the tempration 
Was hor upon me to try if I had Faith by doing of 
ſome miracle; which miracle art that time was 
this, I muſt ſay to the puddles that were in the 
horſe pads, Be dry ; and to the dry places, Be: yu 
the puddles : and truly one rime [| wasa going to ſay 
ſo indeed; bur juſt as I was about to Ipeak, this 
thoughr came into my minde , But go under yondey 
Hedg', and pray firſt , that God would make you able : 
but when Thad concluded to pray, this came hot 
upon'me; That if 1 prayed and came again and cri- 
elrtodoit, and yet did nothing norwichfianding, 
then be(ure I had no Faith, bur was a Caſt-away, 
an loſt: Nay, thought I, if it be ſo, 1 will never 
try yet, bar will ſlay alictle longer. 
- 40. SoI continued at a great loſs : for I thought 
if they onely had Faith which could do ſuch won- 
derful chings, then I concluded that for the preſenr 
- I neither had it,nor yet for rime ro come were ever 


like to have ir. Thus1 was toffed berwixt che De- * 


vil and:my. own ignorance, and fo perplexed, elpe- 
cially arſome times, that I could not tell what to 
doe. 

41. Abour this rife, the ſtate and happineſs of 
theſe poor people ar B-dford was thus in a Dream 
or Viſion repreſented to me : I ſaw as if they were 
ſer on the Sunny fide of ſome high Mountain,there 
refreſhing themſelves with the pleaſant beams of 
the Snn,while I was ſhivering and ſhrinking jo the 
cold, affifted with froſt, ſnow, and dark clouds; 
methauzhr alſo berwixr me and them I faw a wall 
that did compaſs about this Mountain 3 now thy+ 
fe try 7 TOW 
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row this wall, my Soul did greatly defire to paſs; 
concluding that if I could,l would goe even into the 
very midſt of them, and there alſo comfort my 
ſelf with the heat of their Sun, 

43. About this.wall Ithought my ſelfro goe a- 
gain and again, ſtill prying as 1 wenr, to ſee if [ 
could find ſome way or paſiage by which I mighe 
enter therein, bur none could I find for (ome rime : 
at the laſt 1 (aw as it were a narrow gap, like a 
little door-way in the wall, thorow which Tat- 
tempred ro pals 3 bur rhe paſlage being very 
ſtraight,and narrow, 1 made many offers to get in, 
bur all jn vain, even untill 1 was well nigh quire 
beat our by ſtriving to get11 : ar laſt witch greac 
ſtriving, me thought 1 ar firft did ger in my head, & 
aſter thar by a fide-ling ſtriving,my ſhouiders,and 
my whole body ; then was 1 exceeding glad, and 
went and ſat: down - in the mi4tt of them, and ſo 
a camforted- with rhe light and heat of their 
un, | 
43. Now this Mountain ayd Wall, (yc.was thus 
ade our to me; the Mountain fignifned the Church 
ff the living God 3 the Sun that thong thereon,the 
otmfortable ſhining of his merciſull face on them 


"Bhat were therein : the wall[ chought was theWord 


hat did make ſepar&ion between the Chrittians 
nd the world: and the gap which was in this 
all, 1 thought was Jeſus Chritt, who is the way 
d God the Father. Bur for as much as the paſſage 
s wonderful narrow, even ſo narrow, that Z 
ould notbur'with great ditfculcy, enter inthere- 
3 it ſhewed me, that none could enter 1nto life 
ut tho;e that were in down-right earneſt, and 
nleſs alſo they left this wicked world behind 
em; for here was only rogme-for Body and Sgul, 
Ft not ſor Body and Soul and Sin. Oe. 
© 44.-T his reſemblance abode upon my ſpirit ma- 
2 = oy 
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ny-dayes, all which time 1 aw eny ſelf in a forlorn 
and (ad condition,bur yer was provoked to a vehe- 
ment hunger, and defire to be one of that nam- 
ber thatdid fir in this San-ſhine: now alſo I ſhould 
pray where-ever 1 was, whether at home or a 
bread; in houſe or field,and ſhould alfo often with 

lifring up of hearr, fing that of the fifty firſt Pſalm, 
0 Lard, conſider my diſtreſs : for as yet 1 knew not 
where 1 was, | 

45. Neither as yet could Tatrain to any com- 
fortable perſwafion that 1 had Faith in Chriſt, but 
Inſtead of having fatisfa&ion, .herel began to find 
my Soul to be affaulted with freſh doubrs abourf * 
my future happineſs,eſpecially with ſuch as theſe, 
Whether 1 wasele&ed ; bur how iftheday of gracefſ f 
Mould now be paſt and gone? ' 

46, By theſe two remprations I was very much o, 
afflicted. and difquiered; ſomerimes by one, an} 7 
ſamerimes by the other of them. And firſt;to ſpea 
of rhat about my queſtioning my ele&ton,I foun ly 
et. this time that oagh I was ina flame to find thelf 1: 
way to Heavet' and Glory, and though nothing} 
could bear me off from this, yet this queſtion did ha 
ſo offend an diſcourage me, that I was, eſpecially} *t 
ar ſometimes, as if the very ſtrength of my bo 
alſo had been taken away by the force and pow 
thereof. This Scripture alfo did ſeem to me 
trample upon all my defires,- It neither in hinj 42 
that willeth, nr in him that runneth, but im God thil * 
ſheweth mercy, Rom 9, | 

475.With this Scripture 1 could not tell what rod 
for: 1evidently ſaw that unleſs the great God of h 
Infinite grace and bounty, had voluntarily et 
me to be a veſlel of mercy, though 1 ſhonld defi 
and long; and labour untill my heart did break, 
vood could come 'of it. Therefore this we 
fiill flick with me, How can you tell yongud 
\ . e 
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leKed? and whatif you ſhould nor? how then? 
' 48, O Lord, chought 1, whar if I ſhould not.in+ 
| deed? -ir may be you are norylaid the Temprer: it 
| | may be ſo indeed, thought |. Why chen,/aid Satan, 
\ | you had as goed leave off, and ſtrive 10 further; for 
1 1findeed you ſhould nor be Elettcd and choſen of 
God, there isno talke of your being ſaved : Fort 
io # neither. in him that willeth, nor 4n him that runnethy 
but in Gad that ſheweth mercy. 
1. ' 49. By theſe things I was driven tro my 
ar | Wits end , not knowing what to ſav, or howto 
4 | anſwer theſe remprations, (indeed 1 little thought 
ae} That Satan hadl thus aſſaulted me, bur that rather #6 
e | was my own prudence.thusto ſtart the queſtion » 
cold for rhac the Ele only attained eternal life, rhar F 
withour (cruple did heartily cloſe wichalil': but 
ch far my ſelf was one of them, rhere lay all the 
nf} queſtion. | 
on 50. Thus therefore for ſeveral dayes I wasgreats 
ind} 1y afſaulced and perplexed , and was often, when 
the} 1 bave been walking , ready ro fink where I went 
ing with faintneſs in my mind : bur one day, after! 
aid] Pad been ſo many weeks oppreſſed and caft down 
alley fherewith, as 1 was now quite giving up the 
oa Ghoſt of all my hopes of ever artaining life, thax 
_ ſentence fell with weight upon my ſpirit, Look ar 
the generations of old,and ſee, did ever any truſt in G:4 


i and were confounded? | 
1 th 5 1+ At which 1 was greatly lighrened, and en- 


{couraged in my Soul ; for thus at that very inftant 
1! was expounded to me : Begin at the beginning of 
YGrneſes, and read to the end of the Revelations, and ſee 

if you cat find that there was any that ever truſted in 
be Lord, and was Confounded. So coming home, T 
preſently went to my Bible to ſee if Tcould find 
Laying; !ndt doubting but to find ic preſently, 
vr it was fo freſhand with ſuch ſtrengeh and com- 
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fort on my ſpirir, that 1 was as if it talked with 
me. 


bode npon me : then I did acke firſt this good man, 
and then another,if they knew where it was; bur 
they knew no fach place z art th15 I wondered thar 
fuch a ſentence ſhould fo ſuddenly and with fuch 
comfort, and ſirengrh feize and abide vpon my 
heart,and yer that none could find 1t,(for I doubted 
not but ic was in holy Scripture. ) 

$3. Thus I continued above a year,and could not 
find the place , bur atlaſt, caſting my eye into the 
Apocrypha-Books,! found ir ia Fecleſtaſticus ; this 
arthe firſt di& ſomewhar daunt me, bur becauſe by 
this time I had got more experience of the love 
and k'ndne(s of God, it troubled me the leſs; e- 
ſpecially when I confidered,that though-it was nor 
inthoſe Texts that we call holy and Canonical, yet 


for as much as this ſentence was the ſum and ſub-. 


Nance of many of the promiſes, 1t was my duty to 
to take the comfort of it , and Ibleſs God for thar 
word, for it was of God ro me : that word doth 
ſtill at times ſhine before my face. 

54. Aﬀter this, that other doubt did come with 
ſtrength upon me, Bur how if the day of grace ſhould 
be pa and gone 2 haw if you have over-ſtood the 
rime of mercy? Now [ remember that one day as 
T was walking into the Country, 1 was much in 
the thoughts of this, But how if the day of grace 


be paſt ? and to aggravare my trouble,theTemprer 


reſented to my mind thoſe good people of Bed. 


| Ab pony ſuggeſted rhus unto me,That t _— 


coniverced already, they were all that God woul 


. fave in thoſe parts,& that I came too' late, for theſe 


had gor the bleſling before I came. 


' $2, well, Hooked,hot I found it not, only it a-' 
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deed that-rhis mighr well be ſo : wherefore {went $0 
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up and down bemoaning my (ad condition, coun- 
ring my ſelf far -worle then a thouſand fools, for 
. ſtanding off chus long,and ſpending ſo many years 
in fin as I have done; till crying ont ! Oh that I hal 
! | turned ſooner ! Oh that I had turned ſeven years a- 
+ | goe 5 it made me alſo angry with my (ſelf,to think 
1 | that 7 ſhould have no more wit burto triile away 
my time till my Soul and Heaven were loſt, 
/ 565, But when [I had been long vexed with this 
fear,and was ſcarce able to take one ſtep more, Juſt 
abour the ſame place where I received my other 
encouragement, theſe words broke in upon my 
M mind, Cee them to come 1m, that my houſe may be 
| filled, and yet there is raome, Luke 14.22,23, Theſe _ 
7 | words, bur eſpecially them, And yet there is roome, 
were ſweet words to me; for cruly Ithought thar 
by them I ſaw that there was place enough in Hea- 
ven for me, and moreover, that when the Lord 
-. | Jeſusdid ſpeak theſe words, he then did think of 
KF me,and that he knowing the time would come thar 
ark ! ſhould be afflifted with fear, that there was no 
h place left for me in his boſome, did before ſpeak 
this word, and leave it upon record, that I mighe 
h find help thereby againſt chis vile rempration. 
1d 57.1n the light and encouragement of this word, 
I went a pretty while, and the comfort was the 
more, when 1 thought thatche Lord Jeſus ſhould 
in| *hink on me ſo long agoe, and that he ſhould 
ſpeak them words on purpoſe for my ſake, for I 
er 4d chen think verily that he did on purpoſe (ſpeak 
1 hem to encourage me withall. 
ao 58. After this, 1 found by reading the word,rhat 
thoſe thar muſt be glorified with Chrift in another 
world, Muſt be catled by him here. Called ro the, 
partaking of a ſhare in his word and righreouſneſs, 
2 and to the comforts & firſt-fruirs of his Spirit , and 
bs $0 4. peculiar intereſt in all thoſe Heavenly things, 
x35 WIC 


20  _* Grace abounding | 
which do indeed fore-fit the Soul for that reſt and 
houſe of glory which is in Heaven abore. 
$9. Here again Twas ata very great ſtand, not 
knowing what ro doe,fearing I was not called ; for 
thought 1,ifT be not called, what then can doe me ff ,, 
ot But oh how 1 now loved thoſe words rhat el 
np a Chriſtians calling | as when the Lord ſaid Þ 3 
to ohje, Follow me;and te another,Come after me'and |; 
oh thought 1,that he would ſay foro me too! how þf ;, 
gladly would I ron after him. _ . I 
60, I cannor now expreſs with what longings Þf ;1 
and breakings in my Soul, 1cryedro Chriſt rocall Þ ;1 
me. Thus I continued for a time all on a flame to y, 
be converted to Jeſus Chriſt,and did alſoſee at that Þ} ;j 
day ſuch glory 1n a converted ſtate, rhar I could }} ,, 
tor be contenred wichout a ſhare therein. Gold ! 
could ir have been gotten for Gold, whar could 1}, 
have given for it! had ! had a whole world,it had 
all gone ren thouſand rimes over, for this, that my Þf ;,] 
Soul mighr have been in a converted ſtate. cat 
61. How lovely now wasevery one in my eyes, fc, 
that I thoughr to be conyerted men and women? F.. 
they ſhone, they walked like a people that carried 
the broad Seal of Heaven abour them. Oh 7 faw the Ny... 
lot was fallen torhem in pleaſant places, and they il 
had a goodly heritage. Bur that which made me beg 
ſick, was that of Chriſt, in Mark, He went up into 4 
Mount#in, and calted to him whom be would, and they 
cane unto bim, Mark 3.13. : | 
--62, This Scriprore made me faifirand fear,yer it Ny; 
kindled fire in my Soul. That which made me 
fear, was this, leſt Chriſt ſhonld have 'no hking ro 
me, for he called whom he would. But oh rhe gtoryÞ 
that I faw in that condition, did ſtill ſo engzge myth 
heart, that T'could ſeldome read of any that Eh ltKic 
did call,but I preſently wiſhed, Would rhadbeen. 
in their ofoaths; would I had: been Vos Fel I 
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would F had been born Fobn,or would IT had been 
by,and had heard him when he called them, how 
would I have cryed,O Lord, call me alſo! bur vh [ 
| feared he would nor call me... . 
'Y 63. And truly the Lord let me goe thus many 
* Þ months together, and ſhewed me nothing, cicher 
tf that I was already, or ſhouldbe called hereafter, 
LF Bur at laſt,after much time ſpenc,and many groans 
{1 Þ] to God, that I might be made partaker of the holy 
V Þ and heavenly calling , that word came in upori me, 
Twill cleanſe their blood that T have not cleanſed , for 
Sl the Lord dwelleth in Zion. Joel 3.21. Theſe words I 
If F chought were ſent to encourage me to wair fiill 
0 JF upon God, and fignified unto me,that if T were nor 
It F alrcady, yet rime might come I might be ja rruth 
d converted nnto Chriſt. 
L'Y 64. About this time I began to break my miud 
I ft thoſe poor people in Gedford, and to tell them 
id & thy condition : which when they had heard; they 
1). Nl told My. @:fford of me, who himſelf alſo rook 'oc- 
caſion to talke with me,and was willing tobe per- 
5, ſwaded of me, though I think bur from little 
4 rounds ; but he invited me to his houſe, where 1 
C ould hear him confer with others about the 
dealings of God with the Soul : from all which I 
ſtill received more conviction, and fiom that rime 
began to. ſee ſomething ofthe vanicy and inward 
wretchedneſs of my wicked heart,for as yet }Hiinew 
Yo great matter therein, but nw it began co be dif 
overed unto me, and alſo to worke at that rate for 
wickedneſs aSit never did before. Now Ek evident- 
&y found, that luſts and corruptions would firengly 
Put forth themſelves within me,in wicket thoughts 
ory and defires>which 7 did nor regard before: my des 
my b es alſo for heaven and life began to fail ;, I oakd 
1 Wik.that whereas before-my Soul was full of logs 
86 after God,now'my heart began to hagker 
Ul $5114 be. creary 
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every fooliſh vanity 3 yea,my heart would not bg 
moveA to mirid that thatrwas good, it began to be 
careleſs both- of my Soul and Heaven; it would 
Bow continually hang back both ro, and in every 
dury, and was as a clog on the leg of a Bird to hin- 
der her from flvinz. 
65.Nay,thought L,now T grow worſe and worſe, 
now am I furcher from converſion then ever I was 
before 3 wherefore, I began toſink greatly in my 
Soul, and began to entertain ſuch diſcouragement 
In my hearr, as laid me as low as Hell. 1tnow I 
ſhould have burned at a ſtake, I could not believeBi 
 thatChriſt had love for me. Alas, 1 could neither 
hear him, nor ſee him, nor feel him, nor ſavor any 
of his things: 4 was driven as with a Tempeſt, myKspj 
heart would be anclean,the Cananites would dwell 
in the Land. 
66, Sometimes [would tell my condirton to the 
people of God;which when they heard, they would 
pity me, and would tell me of the Promiſes 3 bur 
they had as good have rold me that I muſt reach 
the Sun with my finger,as have bidden me receiveſſ 
or relic upon the Promiſe, and as ſoon IT ſhouldy 
have done it, all my ſence and feeling was againſt 
me, and 1 ſaw T had a heart that would fin, and lay 
under a Law that would condemn. 
| _ - 69, \ Thele things have often made me think 

of that Child which the Farcher brought to Chri 

Who while he was yet a coming t0 him, was throv 

down by the Devil, and alſo ſo rent and torn by him,tha 

he lay and wallowed foaming * ) Luke 9. 42, 

« 20, : 

F 68, Further, in theſe dayes T ſhonld-find-m 
heart to ſhut ir ſelf up againſt rhe Lord; ard again 
his holy Word, T have found my unbelief ro ſer as 
were: the ſhoulder to the door ro keep him out eauf 
and char too, cyen then when I have wich many 
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be ſitter ſigh cfied, Good Lord breakit open 3 Lord 
be Ireab theſe gates of braſs, and cut theſe bars of iron 
Id Bſuider; Yet that Word would ſometime create 
ry Sn my heart a-peaceable pauſe, I girded thee, though 
1n- Shou Jaft not known me. 


69. Rut all this while, as to the a&of finning, I 
[e, Inever was more render then now ; Idurſt not rake 
pin or aſtick, though but ſo big as a ſtraw 3 for, 
my conſcience now was ſore , and would ſmart at 
ry touch : Icould not now tell how to ſpeak 


' ISmy words for fear 1 ſhould miſ-placethem : © how 
veRgingerly did 7 then go, in all 1 did or ſaid! 7found 
erEmy felfas on a miry bog, that ſhook if I did bur ſtir, 
1 Jand as there lefr both of God, and Chriſt, and the 


Spirir, 4nd all good things, 

70. And though I was thus troubled and toſſed 
and afflicted with the fight and ſence and terrour 
1e Yof my own wickednels, yer I was afraid to let this 
I{Ffence and fight go quite off my minde : for 1 found 
ut'Ethat unlefs guilt of Conſcience was taken off the 
ch ight way, that is, by the Bleod of Chriſt, a man 
"eggrew rather worſe for the loſs of his trouble of 
ld minde, than better. Wherefore if my guilt lay 
MF hard upon me, then I ſhould cry that the Blood of 
IChriſt might rake it offs and if it was going off 

withour ir (for the ſence of fig would be ſometimes 

"as if it would dic,and go quite away) then I would 
ſo ſtrive ro ſetch ie upon my heart again,by bring- 
ing che puniſhmenr for ſin in Hell-fire upon my 
J$9ptrit ; and ſhould cry, Lord, let it not go off my heart 
but the right way, bur by the Blood of Chriſt,  avid- by. 


Ythe application of thy mercy thorow him to my Soul 3 'for 
that Scriprure lay much upon me, Without ſhedding 
f Blood there s no Remiſſion, Heb. 9. 22, And that 
which made me the more af;aid of this, was, B=- 
$eauſe 1 had feen fomie, who though when the 
Acre under Wounds of Conſcience ,' then they 
ako f C would 
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wanld cryand pray, bur they ſecking rather x 
ſeut Eaſe from their Trouble, rhen Pardon 
their Sin, cared not how they loſt their guile, 
they gat it out of rheir minde; and-therefore 
vying got it off the wrong way, it was not ſanctifi 
unco them, but they grew harder and blinder, anff, 
More wicked after their trouble. This made 1 
afratd, and made me cry to God, that 1c might nc 
be-:o with me. 

71. And now was [ ſorry that God had made r 
a man; for I feared I was a reprobate 2 I counte 
man, as unconverted, the moſt doleſul of all t 
Creatures: Thus being affiited and toſſed abc 
my fad condition ,, I counted my felt alone, ar 
above th: moſt of men unbleſt. Tn this conditic 
I wenrt'a great while, but when comforting tin 
was come, I heard, one preach a Sermon upt 
thoſe wordsin the Song, (Song. 4.1.) Bebold thou a 
fair, my Love, behold thou art fair ; bur at that ti 
he made theſe two words, My Love, his chief a 
ſubje& matter ; from which afier he had a lit 
opened the text, he obſerved theſe ſeveral conc 
Gons : 1. Thar :he Churth, and ſa every ſaved Soul," 
Chrifts Le, when lyveleſs : 2. Chriſts Love without 
cauſe : 3. Chriſts Love, when. hated of the: war 
4, Chrifts Leve when-under temptation and under d 
fertion $ 5. Chriſts L9ve from firſt to-laſt; 

72. ButT got no: hing by whathe ſaid at preſet 
vniy when he came to the application of the four 
particular, this was the word he ſaid, If it bg ſo th 
the-ſaved Soul is Chriſts Love, when - under temptat 
and &iſ]rtion 3 then por tempted Soul, whenthou art 
ſaulted and afli$ed-with temptation, and the biding 
4" Face, yetihink on theſe twawerds, MY LOVE 
fill. | is (if bo 

73. So as I wasa going home; theſe words can 
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hey came in, 1 faid thus in mfhearr, Whit ſhall 7 
by thinking on thefe rwo words? this choughr 
ad no ſooner paſled thorow my hearr , bur the 
yords began thus to kindle'in my Spirir, Thou art 
y Love, thou art my Love, twenty times rogether 3 
ad ſtill as they ran chus in my minde, rhey waxed” 
Ffironger and\warmer, and began to make 'me look 

Yup ; but being as vert between hope and fear, Tſtill 
replied in my hearr, But 5s it trye roo 2 but is 13 true? 
a which that ſentence fell in upon me, He wiſt not 
that it was true which was done unto him of the An» 
gel, AA. 12.9, 

74. Then 1 began to give place to the Word), 
which with power did over and over make vhis 
joyful fonnd within my Soul, Thou art my Love, the 
art my Love, and nothing ſhall ſeparate thee from my 
lwe; and with that Rom. 8, 39, came Into- my 
minde. Now was my heart filſed full of comfore 
and hope, and now I could believe that my fins 
ſhould be'forgiven me 3; wherefore I ſaid in' my 
US Soul with much gladneſs, Well, 1Iwould I had a 
2 pen and'ink here, I would write this down before 
3 1go any furcher, for ſurely I will not forgerthis, 
«4 forty years hence 3 but alas! within leſs then forty 
0ays lbegan to queſtion all again. - T0 

95, Yerſtiltattimes, T was helped to belieye 
that it was z true manifeſtation of Grace unto my 
Soul, though Thad loft much of che life and 'ſavour 
of it.. Now abour a week or fortnight afrer this, ? 
7 was much followed by this Scripture, Simon, Simon, 
"YN behold, Satan bath defired to bave you, Luk.22.31, and 
I ſometimes ir would ſound fo loud within me, yea, 
and as jt were call ſo ſtrongly after me, that once 
"TJ worcall the reft, I rurned my head over my ſhow 

| ro may verily tharc ſome man had behind't 
"7 called/to me, being at a great diſtance. I. 

S | 76. But fo foolith was 7, and ignorant, that? 
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knew not the reaſon ofthis ſound, {which ay 


did both ſce and feel foog aſter, was ſent from head £7 
ven as an alarm to awaken me to provide for wha} © 
was coming) onely it wauld make , me muſe, and} 7 


wonder in my minde to think what ſhould be t 
reaſon that this Scripture, and that at this rate, (9 
often and (o loud, ſhould ſtill be ſounding and rat- 
ling in mine cars. But, as ] ſaid before, 1 ſoon: 
ter perceived the end of God therein. 

77. For about the ſpace of a month afrer; a very 
greatſtorm came down upon me, Which handled 
me twenty.times worſe then all I had, mer with be- 
fore :: tt came \tcaling upon me; now by one piece, ”? 
then by another; filt all my comfore'was taken 
f;om me. then larkneſs ſeized upon me 3 after 
which, whole flouds of Blaſphemtes, both againſ 
God, Chriit, and the Scriptures, was pouftedtupony . 
myſpirir, to my great contuſion and: aſtoniſhment, 
Theſe blaſphemous thoughts were ſuck as alſo ſtir- 
red, up queſtions in me againſt the yery- being of Sc 
God, and of his onely beloved Son; as whether |. 
there were in truth a' God er Chriſt, qr: no!? and 
whether the holy Scriptures were hot. rather 4 
Fable and cunning Story, then the -holy and pure 
Word of God? 11G 
498. The Temprer alſo 'would mich; afault me 
With this : How can you tell bucchat the Turks 

as 'good Scriptures toproye their iMahormet the 
viour,,as we have to prove our 'Zeſa4s 3 andy ; 
couldI think that ſo many ten thonſfdhdgin ſo mas 
ny Countreys and Kingdoms, ſhould-he: without 
- the knowledge of the right way re Heaytwlft rhereh. 
were indeed a Heaven) and that we onely,, whey 
liye hut in a corner of chie Earch, ſhould alone bell ; 
bleſt therewith? Every one doth think his 'owd] 3 
Religion righteſt, both Fews, and Moors, ani Pas 
Contts and. How if all our Faith, and. Chit, anc 
criptures,ſhould be butathink-(o too, 8, 
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59. Sometime I have etideavoured to argue a* 
gainſt theſe ſaggeſtions, and ro ſer ſome of the Sen- 
rences of bleſſed Paul againſt them ; bur a'as! I 
all quickly felr when f thus did, ſuch arguings as theſe 
hell would return again upon me; Though we made 
Gf} {© greata matter of Paul, and of his words, yet how 
a+ | could I rell but thatin very deed, he, being a ſub- 
'tile and cunning man; might give himſelf up to de- 
ceive with ſtrong delufiens,cand allo rake borh that 
pains and travel to undo and deſtroy his fellows. 
all $0. Theſe ſuggeſtions (wich many orher which 
Je. #t this time I may nor, nor dare not utter, neither 
By word nor pen) did make ſuch a ſeizure upon 
<< = ſpirit, and 4id ſo over-weigh my hearr, beth 
@ with their number, continuance, and fiery force, 
at} that I ſele as if there were nothing elſe bur rheſe 
from morning to night within me; and as though 
indeed there could be room for nothing elſe ; and 
a!ſo concluded, that God had in very wrach ro my 
of | Soul given me up unto them, to be carried away 
ee | with them, as with a mighty whirlwind. , 
ad} 91- Onely by the diſtaſte that they gave unro 
af fy ſpirir, 7 felt there was ſomerhing 1n me that 
ref} refuſed toembrace them 2 bur this canſideration 
I then onely had,, when God gave me leaye to{wal- 
low my ſpittle, orherwiſe the noiſe, and ſtrength, 
and force of theſe temprations would drown and 
overflow, and as it were bury all ſuch thonghrs, or 
the remembrance of any (nch thing. While I Was 
inthis temptation, 'T ſhotild find ofren my mind 
40 {addenly pur upon-ir, to curſe and (wear, or to 
+ peak ſome grievous thing of Ged, or Chriſt his Son, 
© and of the Scriptures. 
ll -- 82, Now I thonght ſurely Tam poſſeſſed of the 
J Devil ;- at other times again I choughr I ſhould be 
Sereft of my wits, for inſtead of lauding and mag- 
'wiſying of God the Lord with others, if 1 have but 
Ret on C3 heard 
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diſpoſition could I feel within me, 
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heard him ſpaken of, prelently ſome moſt horri- 
ble blaſphemous thoughr ov,.other would bolt out 
of my hearc againſt him. So that whether 1 did 
think that God was, or again did think there wer 
no ſuch thing; no loye, nor peace, nor graciou! 


- 83 Thele things did ſink me into very deep de 
ſpair, for Iconcluded that ſuch rhings could not 
poſſibly be found amongſt them that loyed God. 1} gx 
often, when theſe temptations have been withſ T| 
force upon me, did compare my ſelf in the caſe off ( 
ſach a Child whom ſome Gypfie hath by forc 
took up under her apron, and is carrying from 
Friend and Country kick ſometimes I did, and al. 
ſo ſcream and cry ; but yer I was as bound in the 
wings. of the tempration, an4 the wind would 
carry me away, I thought alſo of Saul, and of rhe 
evil ſpirit that did poſleſs him, and did greatly 
__ that my condition was the ſame with that of 

IS, 

84. 1ntheſe days, when 1 have heard otherstall 
of what was the ſin againſt the Holy Gb, then} 
would the Tempter ſo provoke me ro deſire ro ſuff { 
that fin, that | wasas if 1 could not, muſt nor, nel} 
ther ſhould be quiet until 1 had commirted that; x 
now no. ſm would ſerve but that : if it were to befl x 
commitred by ſpeaking of ſuch a word, then I hay þ 
'beenas if my mouth would have ſpoken that wor 
whether 1 would or no; and in ſo firong a me 
ſure,was this temptation upon me, that often 
have been ready to clap my hand under my chi 
to hold my mouth from opening ; and to that en 
alſo I have had thoughts at other times to le 
with my head downward 1nto ſome Muckhil-hc 
or other, to keep my mouth from ſpeaking. ; '-;.4 
85, Now I bleſſed the condition of the. Dog 

; and Toad, and counted the cftate of eyery thi 
” , 4 t - 
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thatG-d had made.,far better then rhis dreadful ſtate 
of mine, and ſuch as my companions Was : yea, 
gladly would I have been in the condx10n of Dog 
ref or Horſe, for I knew they hail no Soul to pertth un- 
ou der the everlafting weights of Hell for fin, as mine 
was like to do-3 Nay, and though 1 ſaw this, fele 
de this, and was broken to pieces with 1r, yer that 
nay which added ro my ſorrow, was, that 1 could nor 
* IF finde that with all my Soul I did defire deliverance, 
1th} That Scripture alſo did tear and rend my Soul jn 
© off the 1:1dft of theſe diſtractions, The wicked are libs 
rce# the troubled $24 which cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt 
oy up mire and dirt ; There is no peace to the wick2d,ſaith 
al-Y my God, Iſa. $5.20,21. 
the} * 85. While this rempration laſted, which was a- 
vdy bouta year, -) could attend upon none of the Or- 
theſÞ dinances of G:d, but with ſore and great affiition z 
oy yea, then was 1 moſt diltrefſed with blaſphemies : 
- ON if tThave been hearing the Word, then uncleanneſs, 
blaſphemies, and deſpair, would ho]d me as Cap- 
ally tive there; if 1 have been reading , then ſome- 
eng times 1 had ſudden thoughts ro queſtion all I read 
ly ſometimes again my mind would be fo ſtrangely 
fnarched away, and pofleſied with other things, 
that I have neither known, nor regarded, nor re- 
membred ſo much as the (entence that but now [ 
have read, 
87. In praver alſo, I have heen greatly troubled 
atrhisrime : ſometimes 1 have thoughr I ſhonld 
ſee the Devil, nay, thought I have felc him/behind 
me pull my cloaths : he would be alfo continually 
-arme in the time of prayer, to have clone, break 
off, make haſte, you have.prayed enough, and itay 
A ao longer; fiiil drawing my minde away. Some+ 
4 -omegalbo he would caſt in ſuch wicked thoughes 
& theie; chac 1,mutt pray to him, or for im: 7 
*b1ie rhoughe ſometimes of thar, Fall down, or, If 
thu wilt fall dn and worſhip me. C 4 88. 


diſpoſition could I feel within me, 
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heard him ſpaken of, preſently ſome moſt horri- 
ble blaſphemous thought ev.other would bolt ow} ,F 
cf my heart againſt him. So thar whether 1 did 
think that God was, or again did think rhere were 
no ſuch thing; no loye, nor peace, nor gracious 


- 83 Thele things did fink me into very deep de- 
ſpair, for Iconcluded that ſuch rhings could not 
poſſibly be found amongſt them that loyed God, 1 
often , when rheſe temptations have been with 
force upon me, did compare my ſelf in the cale of 
ſuch a Child whom ſome Gypfie hath by forc 
took up under her apron, and 1s carrying from 
Friend and Country ; kick ſometimes I did, and al. 
ſo ſcream and cry ; bur yer 1 was as beund in the 
wings.of the tempration, an4 the wind would 
carry me away, I thought alſo of Saul, and of rhe 
evil ſpirit thar did poſleſs him, and did greatly} y, 


o_ that my condition was the ſame with that offf if 
IS. b| 
84. In theſe days, when 1 have heard otherstalkſ tj 
of what was the ſin againſt the Holy Gh#, thenf} i 
would the Tempter ſo provoke me to defire to ſnff { 
that ſin, that I was as if 1 could not, muſt nor, nel-fÞ & 
ther ſhould be quiet until 1 had committed that; te] 
now no ſin would ſerve but that : if it were to befl 1 
commitred by ſpeaking of ſuch a word, then I ha} þ 
'been as if my mouth would have ſpoken that word 
whether 1 would or no; and in ſo firong a mea x 
ſure,was this temptation upon me, that ofren I {; 
have been ready to clap my hand under my chin # 
to hold my mouth from opening z and to that cn - 
alſo I have had thoughts at other times to leapi}* 6 
with my head downward into ſome Muckhil-hok 
or other, to keep my mouth from ſpeaking. : ':: (x 


85, Now [I bleſſed the condition of the. Dogyl 
and Toad, and counted the eſtate of eyery thu 
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thatGnd had made,far better then rhis dreadful ſtare 
of mine, and ſuch as my companions Was : yea, 
gladly would I have beey in the condx1on- of Dog 
or Horſe, for 1 knew they hail no Soul to pertth un- 
der the everlaſting weights of Hell for fin, as mine 
was like to do-8 Nay, and though 1 ſaw this, felr 
de- this, and was broken to pieces with 1t, yer thar 
nay which added ro my ſorrow, was, that 1 could nor 
IF finde that with all my Soul I did defire deliverance, 
Ih That Scripture alſo did rear and rend my Soul in 
* Off the midſt of theſe diſtrations, The wicked are liks 
ret the troubled $2.4 which cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt 
ong up mire and dirt ; There is no peace 19 the wick2d,ſaith 
al-Y my God, Iſa. $75.20,21. 
hel 85, While this rempration laſted, which was a- 
dF bouta year, 1 could attend upon none of the Or- 
he dinances of G:d, but with ſore and.great affiition z 
yea, then was 1 moſt diltrefled with blaſphemies : 
if I have been hearing the Word, then unclearineſs, 
blaſphemies, and deſpair, would hoid me as Cap- 
tive there; if 1 have been reading , then ſome- 
times 1 had (ſudden thoughts to queliion all I read 
ſomerimes again my mind would be ſo ſtrangely 
fnarched away, and poſſeſſed with other things, 
that I have neither known, nor regarded, nor re- 
membred {o much as rhe ({entence that bur now | 
have read, 
87. In praver alſo, I have heen greatly troubled 
atrhis time : ſometimes 1 have thought I ſhonld 
ſee the Devil, nay, thought I have felc him/behind 
me pull my cloaths : he would be alſo continually 
-arme in the time of prayer, to have lone, break 

off, make haſte, you have.prayed enough, and tay 
7 av longer; fiiil drawing my minde away. Some+ 
4 -omesallo he would caſt in ſuch wicked thoughes_ 
T ﬆ theie, thac 1, mutt pray to him, or for him: 7 
Jvc thought fomertimes of thar, Fall down, or, If 
tau wilt fall down and worſhip me. C4 B88. 
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- 88. Alſo when becauſe 1 have had wandering 
thoughts in the time of this duty, I have laboured 
ro compoſe my mind, and fix it upon God ; then jf1 
with grear force hath che Temprer Jaboured to di. f| ery 
ſtra& me and confound me, and'to turn away ny | hai 
mind, by preſenting to my heart and fancy the form Þ ing 
of a Buſh, a Ball, a Beſom, or the like, as 1f I ſhould F fire 
Pray to thoſe , to theſe alſo he would at ſome- || thi 
rmes (eſpecially) ſo hold my mind, that I was as Þ pre 
if I could think of nothing elſe, or pray to nothing I (o1 
elſe bur to theſe, or ſuch as they. un 

89. Yet attimes 1 ſhould have (ome ſtrong and I} eve 
heart-affeing apprehenſions of God, and the re- | of 
alicy of the truth of his Goſpel: bur oh how would || Ch 
my heart at ſuch times pur forth it (elf with unex- || Bu 
preflable groanings! my whole Soul was then in || pr 
every word,l ſhould cry with pangs after God, that 
he would be merciful ro me ; but then I ſhould be Þ| Ae 
daunted again with ſuch conceitsas theſe, I ſhould } go 
think that God did mock at theſe my prayers, fay- Þ| a 
Ing, and that in the audience of the holy Angels, | &« 
This poor ſimple Wretch doth hanker aſter me, as I} Ct 
if I had nothingto do with my met cy, but ro be- I lik 
ſtow 'it on ſuch as he : alas poor fool! how art I Ht 
thou deceived, jt is not for ſuch as thee to have 
favour with the Higheſt, th 

go. Then hath the Temprer come upon me alia || in 
with ſuch diſcouragements as theſe ; You are very || to 
hot for merey , bur I will cool you ; this frame I} ve 
ſhall not laſt alwayes ; many have been as hot as I] at 
you for a ſpirt, but I have quench'd their Zeal (and I} © 
With this fuch and ſuch who were fallen off, would }' yo 
be (et before mine eyes) then 1 ſhould be afraid' 
that I ſhould do ſo treo :but,thought L,I am glad this? 
comes into my minde z well,! will watch and take 
What heed I can : Though you do, faid Satan, &: 
ſhall be too hard for you, [ will cool you jnſenſiblys? 


( # 
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by degrees, by: little and lire 5 what careT, faith 
he, though 1 be ſeven years in chilling your hearr, 
nÞ if! can do 1t at Jait 3 continual rocking will lull a 
i- Þ erying Child aNleep : 1 will ply itcloſe, bur l will 
ly {| have my end accompliſhed : though you be burn, 
m {| ing hor at preſent, yer if 1 can pull you from this 
4} fire, 1 ſhall have you cold before ir be long. Theſe 
= | thivgs brought me into great ſtfazghts; for as I at 
15 | preſent could nor find my (elf fifor preſent death, 
g © 101 thought to live long would Hake me yer more 
unfic 3 for rime would make me forger all and wear 
d Þ even the remembrance of rhe evil of fin, the worth 
e- | of Heaven, and the need ] had of the Blood of 
4 | Chriſt ro waſh me, borh our of mind and rhoughr 2 
{- © But 1 thank Chriſt Jelus, theſe things did nor at 
n | preſent make me {lack my crying, but rather did 
at | put me more upon It ( lhe her who met with the 
e | Adulterer, Deur.22.25.) in which daycs that was a 
4 | good word to me, aſter 1 had iuffered theſe things 
/- | a while, 1 am perſwaded that neither death, nor life, 
s, | &c. ſhall ſepaiate us from the love of God which is in 
s | Chriſt Feſws, Rom. 8.33. And new 1 hoped long 
- | life ſhould nor deſtroy me, nor make me mils of 
'© | Heaven, 
e | 91. Yer I had ſome ſupports in this temptation, 
though they were then all queſtioned by me : That 
in the third of Feremiah, at the f11t, was ſomething 
tome, and fo was the confiderarion of the fifth 
verſe of that Chaprer, that chough we have ſpoken 
aad done evil things as we coult, yer we ſhould 
cry. unto God, My Father, thou art the Guide of my 
yauth, and ſhould return unro him. 
.. 92, Ihadalſo once a fweer glance from that in 
2 Coro $4.21. For he hath made hun tobe ſin for us, who 
knew'no-ſin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
Gad in'hwi.' I remember alſo thar one day, as I 
$ was futing in a Neighbours Houſe, and there very 
pi {ad 
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ſad at the conſideration of my many blaſphemies; 
and as I was ſaying in my mind,What ground have 
I rothink thar t, who have been ſo vile and abomi- 
nable, ſhould ever inherit eternal life z that. word} © 
came ſuddenly upon me, What ſhall we ſay to theſe 
things ? If God be for ws, who can be again us ? Rom, ® 
8.31. that alſo was an help unto me, Becanſe I live, 


you ſhall live alſo, Joh. 14. 159. Bur theſe were but h 
hinrs, touches, and ſhore viſirs, though very iweetY 
when preſent, onely they laſted nor ; but like to Pe. : 


ters Shect, of a ſudden were canght up from me t 
Heaven again, AR.10.16. 4A 

93. Bur afterwards the Lord did morefully and le 
graciouſly diſcover himſelf unto me, and indeed} ® 
1d quite not onely deliver me from the guilt that 
by theſe things was laid upon my Coplcience, but 
allo from the very filth thereof, for the remprati- lc 
on was removed, and 1 was put into my right 
mind again, as other Chriſtians were, 


04. 1 remember that one day as 1 was travelin tl 
into the Countrey, and muſing on the wickednels}} Y 
and blaſphemy of my heart, and conſidering of ? 
the enmity that was in me to Gecd, that Scripture 
came in my mind, He hath made feace by the blosd if la 
his Crofs, Col. 1. 20, by which I was made to ſee fc 
both again, and again, and againzthat day, thar God h 
and my Soul were friends by this blood; yea,l ſaw} © 
that the juſt:ce of God and my ſinful Soul;could im-} 
brace and kiſs each other through this blood : this S 
was a good day to me,1l hope 1 ſhall nor forget it." £ 

95. At another rime, as I was (et by the fiieſn tf 
my houſe, and muſing on my wretchetlnefs, the} © 
Lord made that alſs a precious-word unto D 
For as much then as the children are pawtakers of fle | 
and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe rook part "of "1h © 
ſame, that through death he might deftroy him+hat hai þ 
the power of death, that is the Devilt. j val # 


my 
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thiſe who through the fear of death were all their life 

time ſubje# to bondage , Hebi2.14,15. I thought 

that the glory of theſe words was then fo weighty 

4 0n me, that I'was both once and rwice ready to 

fe ſwoon as Ifart, yer not with grief and trouble, bur 
with (ollid joy and peace. 


. 96. Ar this time alſo I fat under the Miniſtry of 
_ holy Mr. Gifford, whoſe Do&rine,by Gods grace,was 


«f much for my ſiabilicy. This man made it much 
pf his buſineſs to deliver the People of God from all 
| thoſe falſe and unſound reſts that Dy Narure we 
are prone totake and make to our Souls; he preſ- 
4} fed us to take ſpecial heed, thar we took nor up 
«af any truth upon cruſt, as from this or that or ano- 
1a ther man or men, burro cry mighrily to God, that 
uh} he would convince us of the reality thereof, and 
tf} fer us down therein by his own Spint in the holy 
hf Word; for,faid he you do otherwife,when remp- 
* | rations come; if ſtrongly, you not having received 
nel them with evidence from Heaven, will find you 
eh want char help and firength now to reſiſt,as once 
off you thoughr you ha2?, 
— 97. This was as ſeaſonable ro my ul, as the 
/ of |. former and larrer rain in their ſeaſon; for | had 
ſve} found and that by ſad experieuce,the truth of theſe 
x4 his words, _\ForT had felr, no mancan ſay, eſpe- 
wh cially when tempred of the Devil,that Zeſus Chriſt 
ml + Lordbur by the holy Ghoſt.) Wherefore 1 found my 
high Sou! thorow Grace very apt to drink in this Do- 
uo Arine, and to incline to pray to God that in no- 
thing that pertained ro Gods glory and my own 
eternal happineſs, he would ſuffer me to be with- 
out the confirmation thereof from Heaven 3: for 
| now. I aw clearly there was an exceeding diffe- 
g tence betwixt the notions of fleſh and blood, and 
F Revelations; of God in Heayen , alſo a grear 
Sifferencetberween that faith that is fained,and ac- 
IP cotding 
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cording 'to mans wiſdom,and of that which comg 
by a man being bojn thereto of Ged,; Mat.16, 15, 
26, 1 John 5.1. . 

93. Bur oh | now, how was my Soul led from 
truth to truth by God! even from rhe birth an 
Cradle of the Son of Gad, to his a(cention and (& 
cond coming from Heaven to judge the World, 

59. Truly T then found upon this account rhe as 
great God was yery Good unto me, forto my 16. ff ,, 
wembrance there was not any thing that then [ fo 
£tied to God to make known and reveal unto me, 
bur he was pleaſed to do it for me, I mean not one 
Parb of the Goſpel of rhe Lord Jeſas, but I was 
orderly led into it 3 me thought 1 ſaw with 
-Ereat evidence, from the relation of the four E: 
vangeliſts, the wonderful work of God in givin 
Jeſus Chriſt to ſaye ns, from his conception he, 
birth, even ta his ſecond coming to judgement ; af 
'me thought I was as if I had ſeen him born, aziff , 
Thad ſeen him grow up, asif } had ſcen him walk || ,; 
. thorow rhis world, from the Cradle to his Croſs, | 6, 
to which alſo when he came, I ſaw how gentlyhe fj ,, 
Have himſelf to be hanged and nailed on it for my 
41ns and wicked doings ; alſo as I was mufing on 
this his progreſs,that droped on my Spirit, He was 
edained for the ſlaughter, 1 Pet.1, 19, 20, 

100. When I have confidered alſo the truth of 
His'reſurre&ion, and have remembred that word, 
* #ouch me not Mary, '&c. T have ſeen, as if he leap 
ed at the Graves mouth, for joy that he was riſen 
again, and had gor the conqueſt over our dread+ 
Ful foes, Fobn 20. 17. I have alſo in the. Spirit 
feen him a man on the right hand of God the F& 
ther for me,and have ſeen the manner of his com- 
ming from Heaven to. judge the world with glow 
Ty, and have been confirmed in theſe things bY 
theſe Scriptures. following, AFs 1. 9,10, a” £5 
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&, Ac10.'42. Heb. 1.24. Hib.'8. 38. Rov.i.ts, 
5'Þ x Theſ. 4-19,18, Once 1 was much troubled to 
know wherher the Lord Jeſus was both Man as 
well as God; and God as welt as Man; and rity 
PE in thoſe dayes, ler men ſay what they would, un- 
I les lhad ir with evidence from Heaven, all was av 
nothing to me, F counted not my (elf ſer down ity 
any truth of God; well, I was much troabled a 
bout chis point, and could not rell how to be re- 
If folved : at latt, that in the fifr of the Revelations 
© | came inco my mind, / And I beheld, and lo, in the 
midſt of the Throne ,, and of the four Beaſts , ant in 
* 8 the midſt of the Elders ftoezd a Lamb 3 in the mide 
h of the Throne;there is his God-head, in the artiſt 
= | of the Elders, there is his 'man hogd; but'0 ns 
: thoughe this did gliſter,it was a goody couch an 

gave me ſweet ſarisfaQion-; thir orfer Sertprure 


* | alfodid help me much in'this; "To us a Child & bortt; 
s th us a Son'ts ghveny. and the graernment fhall be 'uþ0 


bis ſhoulder, and his Name ſhell be called Wonderf”lh 
''; f Counſellor, the Mighty God, the Everlaſting Father, 
ICY the Prince of Peace, oc. Iſa, 9.6; ; Yar! 
ly, 101, Alfo befides theſe teachings of 'God fri his 
aj Word, the Lotd made ufe of two things to'chn= 
firm me in theſe things, rhe oz was the errors 
of of the Quakers, and the other was the guilr of ſm; 
for as the Quubrrs did eppoſe his Trurh, ſo Goe 

did the more confirm me in it, by teading me'Mm- 
'* | to the Scriptures thar did wonderfully mainfaix 
OY i; and as 7 faid, the guilt of fin did netpthe 
much, for AM as that would core upon mE, the 
bloed of Chriſt did rake it-off again, and #gzit; 
F and again, and chat roo,ſweetly,according toy the 
q beripture 50 Friends, cry to.God to reveal} 

I ChiWruntd you, there is none Fedcherh hike bims off 
"EF 102, 7t would be too longer, me here to flay, 
2% «lt you' in particuler How God did fer'me 
Fy A * . , down 
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down in all the things of Chriſt, and how he did; 
that he. might ſodo, :lead me into his words, yea 
and alſo how he did open them unto me, make 
them fhine before me,and cauſe them to/dwell with c| 
me, talk with me, and comſort me over.and over, | + 
both of his own being, and the being'of his Son, 
and Spirit, and Word, and Goſpel. 15 
103. Onely this, as ſaid before, 1 will ſay un- 
to you again, that in general he was pleaſed to f 
take this courſe with me, firſt to ſuffer. me to be {| * 
aflited wich-remprarion concerning'them, and | 
then reveal them ro me ; as ſqmetimes 1 fhould v 
he under great guile for fin, even ciufhed to the | 
ground therewith,and then the Lord:would ſhew j 
me the death of Chyiſt, yea and ſp ſprinkle my F 
Conſcience with his Blood, that I ſhould find,ang ot 
that before I was. aware; that in that Conſcience 
where but juſt now aid rejgn and page the Law, 
even. there would reſt and abide-the Peace an 
Love of God thorgw Chriſt... | \-4 
*. To4. Now had I an evidence for Heaven with} 
many golden Seals thereon, all hanging in. my Je 
fight ; now could;/ remember this mahifcſtation, 
and.,the other diſcovery of 'grace with comfort; 
and ſhould often long apd deſire that the laſt day 
were come , that;,I; might for ever. be inflamed 
with the fight, and-joy, and communton of him; 
Whoſe. Head was crowned: with Thorns, whoſe 
Face was ſpit on, and Body broken; and- Soul 
nade an oftering for my ſins: for whereas befor 
lay continually trembling at the moutch;of Helly 
how me thought 1 was got ſo fag therefrom; that 
Icould not, when I looked back, ſcarce difeern'iet 
and O thought {, that 1 were fourſcore years olaey 
now, that 7 might die quickly, that my dopl might}; 
be gone.co reſt, et Mos 37 1 £12) 
' © Tos, Butafter the Lord had in thas manner thi 
graciouſly delivercd me from this great and (ori 
tcmy 
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remptation, and had ſet me down ſo ſweetly in 
the-Faith of his holy goſpel, and had given me 
ſuch ftrong conſolation and bleſſed evideuce from 
heaven touching my intereſt in his love through 
th Chritt ; the Tempter came upon me again, and 
T\ |} that with a more grievous and dreadful remprari- 
MF on then before. Joy: 
106; And that was to, ſell and part with this 
moſt bleſſed Chriſt,to exchapge him ſor the things 
be of this lifez for any thing: the temptation lay up- 
40 2» me for the ſpace of a year, and did follow me 
"'F ſocontinvally, that 1 was nor rid of icone day, in 


-* | dayes together, unleſs 1 was alleep. _ .; 
_ 107. And though, in my judgement, I was per- 
s ſwaded,: that thoſe who were once efteftually, in 
9 Chriſt (as I hoped, through his grace, Thad — 
+ $0y ſelf)cquld never loſe him for-ever( For the lang 
4 | 41! not be ſold for ever, for the Land is mine, G@jzh 


"God, Levit, 25. 23.) yet it wasa continual yexathy 


-þ | ato-me, to think that 1 ſhouſtd have ſo maghas 
"I one ſuch thought within me againſt a C a 
MF Jeſus, that had-done for mc as he had done., -.. 
"108. Bur it was neichgr. my diſlike of -the 


fiſt ir, rhat ingthe leaſt did ſhake or abate the.con» 
— I tinuvation gr force and ſtrength thereaf; for jt did 

alwayes_in,almoſt whatever 1 thought, intexmix 
it ſelf rhere' 7 in ſuch (ors that I could nexcher 
eat my food, fioop for a pin, chop a ſtick, caſt 
11,0 Mine cye'to Took on this or. that, bur ſtill the 
g:empration. would cornc , Sel; Chriſt far this,..op 
"98 ſell Chriſt for that. © * © ©. 
aghrs 

i 


09. Sometimes it would ren ig my tho 

"For ſolicte as 7 hundred times rogether, Sell him 
2 @l himNell him ; againt which, I may fay 
 £F Whole hours together I have hecn forced to ſlang 
| as 


if + - 


> ” 


4 a month, no not ſomerimes one hour in-many 


thought, nor yet any defire and endeavour to re- 
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as continually leaning and forcing my ſpiritagitnf 
It, leſt haply before I were aware, (one wicket 
thought might arite in my heart that might cor 
ſent thereco ; anil' fomerimes alſo the 'Tempt6 
would make me believe I had conſthrted to ir,chet 

' ould I be as tortured on a Rack for while day 
together. I | ores 
tis. This temptation did pur me to ſitch ſcare; 
Jeſt T ſhon!d ar ſome c5mes, I ſay, conſetit therete 
2nd be overcome therewith, that by thevery fore 
of'my mind in labonririg ro gainſay anil teiift chi 
wickedneſs ; my very Body alſo wenld be putt 


= 3-H. 
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£6* #&jon 'or motion , by way of puſhing > , 


thruſting ; ſtill anfwerihg, as faſt as the deſtroye 
Tad Fell bim, I will nor, 1 will not; I'Will hor, | 
wit nor, no notfor thouſands, thowfitrids, rhov 
ſands bf worlds; thiis reckoning Jeſt I fovld 1 


- he midft of theſ?Affaiiles fer tot low'a vallue' © 


. . 


bi, even unril ſcarce well knew where ] wh 
or how to be ak Heer? ga, ©- <> ES 025% oY 
?B19tx,. But to be brief, one morning as I did Ti 
Inmy Bed, T was, as at other times, nioft fiereeh 
_ aſlaujred with this temptation, to ſ; Ml and payt wit 
Chriff, the wicked ſuggeſtion till runting in m 
#ind,. ſel! him, ſell bim, ſell bim, ſsll bim, as ſaſt2 
#*man' could ſpeak ; againſt whith alſo in m 
mind, as at other times 1 anſwered; No; no, nd 


Tor thouſands, thouſands, thouſands; atleaſt rwenfſ.* 


ike together 3 bur ar laft,after bw ſtriving 
uncl T'was almoſt but of brearh, 
Mhboghr paſs through myheare,Ler 


bim go if he wil 
mad? thought alfo 'thar I fele my hedrt cor n hy 


creto. ; | - TY LPR 
7 $12. Now was the battel won, and dow! 
F,'a$aBird that is ſhot from the top;of a Tree, i 
&© gre. guile and. fearful 'deſpair 3 thus gertil 


Pur of my Bed, 17 went moplng into the fiene's” 
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# but God knows with as heavy a heart as mortal 


man, I chink, ceuld bear ; where for the ſpace of 
ewohours, 1 was like a man bereſt of life, and as 
now paſt all recovery, and bound over to eternal 
puniſhment. i 

113. And withal, that Scripture did ſcize upon 
my Soul, Or profane perſon, as Eſau, who for one max - 


ff ſel of meat fold bis Birth-right 3 for you know how that 


afterwards when he would have inherited the bleſſing, 
he was rejeted, for he: found no place of repentance, 


L though be ſought it carefully with tears, Heb.12.16,17. 


114. Theſe words were to my Soul like Ferrers 


-N of Braſs ro my Legs,in the continual ſound of which 
+81 went for (everal months rogether. But abont. 


_l cen or eleven a Clock one day , as 1 was walking 


& under a Hedge,full of forrow and guilt God knows, 


and bemoaning.my ſelf for this hard hap, that ſach 


fa choughr ſhould ariſe within me, ſuddenly this 
| ſencence bolted in upon me, The Blood of Chrift re- 


W mite all guilt 5 ar this I made a ſtand in my Spirit 2 
wl with chat, this word took hold upon. me, The Blood 


9 7eſi Chrift bis Son cleanſeth ®s from gl ſm : now 


began to Conceive peace in My Soul, and me- 
thought 1 ſaw as if rhe Temprer did hear and ſtca! 


Jgaway from me, as being aſhamed of whac he hat 


done, Ar the ſame time alſo I had my fin and the: 


Blood of Chriſt chus repreſented rome, That my 
Jin when compared to rhe Blood of Chritt , was 


. 80 more to it, than this lictle clot or ſtone before 


, Is to this vaſt and wide field that here ſce : 
£MIS gave me good cncouragernent for the ſpace of 
oor three honrs, in which cime alſo me thought 


"Fw by ſaith the Son of God as ſuffering for my 
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8. Bucbecauſc it rarried not , 1 therefare funk 


qmy ſpiric under exceeding guir again, 

£115, Sometimestalſo I ſhould have a touch, from 
latin Cub. 22.31, I bave prayed for thee, that thy 
» ' . D 4 
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Faith fail not 5 bur it would not abide npen me : 
nertcther could T indeed, wheu I confider'd my ſtate, 
find ground to- conceive in the leaſt, that there 
ſhould be the root of that Grace within me, having for 
ſnned as 1 had done. Now was I torc'and rent in | 
heavy cale, for many days together. ( 
1116. Then began 1 with ſad and carefut heart, I i 
to conſider of the parure and largeneſs of my fin, tha 
ant ro ſearch in the word of God, if 1 could in wh 
any place e(py a word of Promife, or any encott- | 
raging Sentence by which 1 mighre take relief, - 
\Wherefore I began to conſider that third of Mark, 
Al manner of ſins and blaſphemies ſhall be forgiven unto I Mat 
the ſons of men, wherewith ſever they ſhall blaſpheme : |} 
Which.place me thought, ar a bluth, did contain a J 7 
large and glorious Promiſe for the pardon of high I 84 
oftences; but conſidering the place more fully, I tha 
thonghrt ir was rather to be underſtood, as relating Þj #8? 
more chiefly ro thoſe who had, while ina natural Ch 
. Eſtare, commirted ſuch things as there are mentt- hin 
oned, but not ro me, who had nor onely recetved the 
lightand mercie, bur that had both after and allo JF , ! 
contraryto that, ſo Aighted Chriftas Thad done. the 
117. 1 feared therefore that this wicked fin of I} v1 
min2 might be'that fin unpardonable, of which he 
there thns ſpeaketh,But he that ſhall blaſpheme againſt but 
the Holy Ghoſt, hath never forgiveneſs, but is in danger” Pi 
of eternal damnation : And 1 did the rather givecre- | 1 
dir to this, becanſe of that ſenteace inthe Hebrews, Ser 
For yiu bmw bow that afterwards, when he would have | 
inherited the bleſſing, he was rejc#ed ;, for he found mo 
Place of repentance, though be ſought it carefully with 
tos, | 
t13, And now began 1 to lahour to call again 
time that was paſt, wiſhing a thowand ctmes rwice} 
tol:,that the day was vert to come, when I ſhoulatf 
be tempted ro ſuch a finz concluding wich pred ur 
l 1NMF* 
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indignation, both againſt my hearc and all affaulrs,” 
how { would rather have been torn in pieces, than 
fouad a conſenter thereto : bur alas ! theſe rHoughts 
and wifhings, and refolvings, were now too late 
to help me; che. thought had paſſed my hea:t, God 
hath ler me go, and I am fallen: 0, thoughrc I, 
that it was with me as in months paſt, as in the days 
when God preſerved me ! Job 29.2. 

.119. Then again, being loth and unwilliug to 
riſh, I began rocompare my fin with others, to 
if I could find that any of thoſe that are ſaved 

: | had done as Thad done. So I confidered David's 
Adultery and Murder,and found chem moſt hainous 
crimes, and thoſe roo commitrred after light and 
grace received : but yer by confidering,! perceived 
thar his tranſgreſhons were onely ſuch as were 
againſt the Law of Moſes, from which the Lord 
Chriſt could with che conſent of his Word deliver 
him : bur mine was againſt the Goſpel, yea, agaſnſt 
the Mediator thereof. 

120, Now again ſheuld I be as if racked upon 
the Wheel 3 when 1 confidered, that, beſides'the 
of | guilt char poſſeſſed me, I ſhould be ſo void of grace, 
e | jo bewitched : Whar, thought I, muſtic be no fin 
#4 bur chis ? muſt ic needs be the great tranſgreſſion ? 
f 
* 
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| Plal.19.13; muſt that wicked ene rouch my Soul, 
r7ob.$.18, O what ſtings did 1 find in afl chefe 

es, | Sentences |! +; & 
ll 121. After this, Tcame to conſider of Peters fin 
1 | which he commirred in denying his Maſter; and 
indeed this came nigheſt to mine, of any thar I 
could find ; for he had denied his Saviour as 1,and 
that after Light and Mercy received + yea,and thar 
too, after warning given him : I alo confidered 
{Ftihac he did ic boch once and twice, and that after 
ame to confider berwixc. But though | pur all theſe 
emſlances together, that if poſitble I might fin 
D 2 help, 
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help, yer 1 conſidered again, that his was but & dr- 


- 


nal of bis Maſter, but myne was a ſelling of my Savi- 
or, Wherefore 1 thought with my ſelf,cthat I came 
nearer to: Jxdas, than either to David or Peter, 
122. Here again, my torment would flame our, 
and afiit me, yea, it would grind me as itwere | 
to powder, to diſcern the prelervation. of God to« | {@ 
wards others,while [ ſell into the ſnare: Fortn my | { 
thus conſidering of other mens ee and compa- 
ring of them with my own, 1.could-evidently lee 
how. God preſerved rhem norwithſtanding their ki 
wickedne(s, and would not let them, as he had F of 
ler me, ro become afon of perdition, Cc 
123, But O how did my Soul -at this time prize f} ax 
the preſervation that God did (et about his People! 
Ah bow ſafely did | ſee them walk,whom God had F þ; 
hedgeil.in! they were within his care, protedtion | w 
and ſpecial providence ; thongh chey were fullas } pg 
bad as by nature, yer becauſe he.loved them, he | t} 
would not ſnffer them to fall without the range of Þ t} 
Mercy : buras for me, I was gone, I had Qone it, }| 4 
he would not preſerve me, nor keep me, bur fuf- } n 
fered me, becauſe 1 was a Reprabare, rofallasI had } » 
done. Now did thoſe bleſſed places that ſpake of } » 
Gods beeping his People ſhine like the Sun before me, || 
though not to comfort me,bur co fhew me the bleſ(- Þ a, 
ſed (tate and heritage of thoſe. whom the Lord had 
blefled. L 
, 124, Then again, 1 began to compare my fin Þ| þ] 
with the ſin of /udgs, that if poſſible-[ might find 
rhar mine differed from. chart which in truth is un- 
pardenable ; and O rhoughr I, if it ſhould be but 
the breadth of an hair, what a happy condition is 
my Son] in! And by conſidering, 1found thar F#- 
«35 did his tarenrionally, bur mine was againſt my 
firivingsz beſides, his was committed with 'much 
delihcration, burmine.iv a ferkharry, oper > 
a | < 
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flen. Thus T'was toffed to and fro, like the Locuſts? 
and driven from trouble to ſorrow ; hearing atwavs' 
© | the ſound of Eſay's fall in mine cars, and of the 
dreadful conſequences thereof, 
t; 125, Yet this conſideration about Judas his fin, 
e | was for a while ſome little relief unco me: forT 
= | aw lhad nor, as to the circumtances, tranſgrefled 
Y | ſofoully as hes bur this was quickly gone again, 
- } for i thought with my ſelf chere mighr be more 
e yays then one to commit the unpardonable finzand 
that too, there might be degices of rhar, as well 2s 
dF ofother tranſgreſſions : whereſore,for oughrl yer 
could perceivegthis iniquity of mine might he fuch 
ef as might never be paſſed by. | 
126, Then was I ſtruck into a very great erem- 
dF bling , inſfomuch that at ſomerimes I could for 
nj whole days together feel my very body as well as 
as } my minde to ſhake and rorter under the ſence of 
ie F the dreadful Jadgement'of God, that ſhould fall on 
of F thoſe that have ſinned that moſt fearful and unpar- 
It, 3 donable fin, Ifelt alfo ſuch a clogging and hear ar 
f- } my ſtomach by reaſon of this my rexrcur, that 7 
id F was, eſpecially at ſome rimes, asif my breaſt-hone 
of } would have ſplirin ſunder. Then I thought of thar 
e, | concerning Judas, Who by bis falling headlong, burjt 
aſunder, and all his bowels guſhcd out, AG.1. - 
ad 127, I feared alſo that this was the mark thartrhe 
Lord did ſer on Cain, even continual fear and rrem- 
in Þ bling under the heavy. load of guilc thar he had 
id I charged on him for che blood of his Brocher Abel; 
Thus did I wind, and wine, and ſhi ink under the 


af burden that was upon me ; which burdemalſo did 
1s} ſooppreſs me, that T could neither ſtand nor go, 
%- I. aor lie either at reſt or quiet. | 
+27, Yer thatſaying would ſometimes come to 
cl F'wind;, He bath received gifts for the rebellious}, Plal 
d- 88.18, The rebellious 2 chought I 3 Why ſurely they 
ws D3 - are 
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are ſach es once were under fſubje&ion to 
their Prince,cven thoſe who after they have ſworn 
ſabje&ion to his Government, have taken up arms 
againſt him. 

128, This ſometimes 1 thought on, and ſhould 
Jabour to rake hold thereof; that ſome, theugh 
ſmall, refreſhment might have been conceived by 
me : but in this alſo I miſſed of my defire, I was 
driven with force beyond ir, like a man that is go- 
ing to the place of execution , even by that place 
where he would ſan cicep in, and hide himſelf, 
but may nor. | + 
129. Again, After I had thns confidered'the fins 
of the Saints m particular, and found mine went 
beyond them ; then I began !o think thus with my 
ſelf: Set caſe I ſhould put all rheirs together, and 
mine alone againſt them, might I not then finde 
ſome encouragement ? for if mine, though bigger 
than any one, yer ſhould bur be equal to all, then 
there is hopes: for that Blood that hath verrue 
enough to waſh away all theirs, hath alſo vertue e- 
nough' to do away mine,though this one be full as 
big.1fno bigger,then all chet1s. Here again Tſhovld 
conſider the fin of David, of Solomon, of Manaſſeh, 
of Peter, and the reſt of the great offenders, and 
ſhould alio labour what T might, with fairneſs, rs 
ro aggravate afd heighten thei: ſins by ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances : bur alas 'rwas all in vain. 

130, This one confideration would always kill 
Iny Heart, My ſin was p1int-blank_ againſt my Satvinur, 
_ and tharroo ar that heighr, thar I had in my heart 
fail of him, Let him goif he will. O me thoughts, 
chis fin was bigger than the ſins of a Connrrey, < 
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a Kingdom, or of the whole World, no one pai* 


donable, nor a!l of them rogether, was able 306 


equal. mine, mine out-went them every cne. -.- IF: 


131, Now I ſhould ſeel my minde-to flee'fioff 
| hu. | 0 


to the ebief of Sinners. 45 


God, as from the face of a dreadful Judge; yet thi 
was my torment, 1 cou!d nor efcape his hand, (7* 
is + a fearful thing to fall into the bands of the ltving 
God, Heb. 10.) But bleſſed be his grace, that Sci1 - 
d F pture in theſe flying fits would call , as running af- 
h | ter me, I have blotted out 9s a thick, clud thy trarſ- 
y | greffions, and as 4 cloud thy fins: R2turn unto me, for 
as 8 Thav? redeemed thee, Iſa. 44.22. bur4 cou'd nor 1e- 
o- # turn, burfled, chough ar ſome times cried, R-2- 
ce turn, as if it did hollow after me : forlfearcd ro 
If, cloſe in therewich, leſt ir fnould nor come from 
God, tgg that other was ſtill ſounding in my con- 
ns | ſcience}, For yu know bow that afterwards, when þ: 
nt | would have inherited the Bl:ſing,he was rej:Hed &c 
1y 132. All this while my life hung in doubt be- 
nd 8 fore me, not knowing which way I ſhould tip ; 
de 3 onely this I found my Soul defire, even to caſt 1t 
er || felfar the foorof Grace by Prayer and Supplication, 
en | ButO twas hard for me to bear rhe ſace to pray to 
ve # this Chriſt for mercie, againſt whom I had thus 
e- | moſt vilely finned ! yet 1 knew this muſt be the 
as | Way, for mercy was no where elſe, 
Id 133. Which when the Tempter . perceived, he 
2h, ſtrongly ſuggeſted ro me, That Lought not to pray 
nd ro God, for Prayer was not for any 10 my caſc, nc1- 
rof| ther could it do me good, becauſe I hail 1cheRed 
ir- the Mediator, by whom ll Prayers came with ac- 
ceprance to God the Farther, and without whorano 
ly Prayer could come into his preſence 3 whe: efore 
Bow to pray, 1s bur toadie fin to fin: yea, now 
to pray, ſeeing God hath caſt you oft, 15 the nexc 
May.to augerantoff:nd him more then ever you 
| re. | 
',. 134. Fas, God (aid hc) hath been weary of yop 
108 for theſe feveral years already, becauſe you a'e 
. 1F- ivone of his; you: bavling In his earshath beep nv 
"my: picifant voice to lim, and rherefo:e he ler you fin 
q% Bs | D 4 tits 
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this fin, that you mighr be quite cut off,” and will 
ov pray ſtill? This the Devil urged, and ſet forth 
y that 1n Numbers, which Miſes ſaid to the Chile || d| 
dren of Iſrael, That becauſe they would not go wp to | St 
Poſſeſs the Land when God would have them, therefore Þ| nc 
for ever after he did hay them aut from thence, though I} Fi 
«. . they prayed they might with tears, Numb.14.36,37,097T | 
135. As 'tis ſaid in another place, Exod.21.14. Þ 1 
The man that fins preſumptuouſſy, fhal be taken from Þ| bl 
Gods Altar, that he may die : Even as Foab was b 
King Solomon, when' he thought to find ſhelter Þ| Sc 
there, 1King.2.27,28, (yc. Thele places did pinch I} 7: 
me very ſore; yer my ca'e being deſperare, 1 } 
ehought with myſelf, I can bur die, and if ir muſt | w 
be ſo, it ſhall once be ſaid, That ſuch a one died at } W 
the foot of Ch: iſt in Prayer : this I did, but with |} re 
great difficulty, God doch know 3 for ſtill thar ſay- || to 
ing about E/uu would be ſet at my heart, even like Þ an 
a flaming ſword, to keep the way of the tree of | N: 
Life, left 1 ſhould rake thereof, and tive. O who Þ #: 
knows how haid a thing I found it to come to God || we 
In prayer! ME T 
135. I did alſo defire the Prayers of the People |} on 
of God for me, but | feared that God would give || to 
them. no heart to do it ; yea, 1 trembled in my | of 
Sovl ro think that ſome or other of them ſhortly Þ| be 
would tcl me, that God had faid thoſe wordsto | 
Them that he once did ſay ro rhe Prophet concern» Þ be 
ing the Children of Iſrael, Pray not for this People, Þ ha 
for I have 1ejefed th:m, Jer. 11. 14. SD, Pray not for I fir 
him, for T have rejefed him : Yea, Ithoughtthat he I Sa 
had whiſpered this toſome of rhem al; ca:ly, onely 
rhey duck nor reli tne ſo, neither dart T ak them 
of 1t, for fear if ir ſhoulil be ſo, it would make me}. 
quite befides my ſelf, Man kanws th beginning of Y pit 
Jn (aid Stira_) but wh» bounds the iſſu*s thereof * ] 
137. Now al'o did the Temprer beg ro mocky 
*s. CY i C. 
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me in my miſery , ſaying , That ſeeing T Had thus 
parted with the Lord Jelus, and provoked him ro 
diſpleaſure who ſhould have ſtood herween my 
Soul and the flame of devouring fire. the way was 
now bur one, and that was, to pray that God the 
Father would be the Mediator berwixt his Son and 
me, that we might be reconciled again, and that 
I might have thar blefled benetit in him that his 
bleſſed Saints enjoyed. ; 

138, Then did that Scripture ſeize upon m 
Soul, He is of one mind, and who can turn him? © 
[aw 'rwas as cafie to perſwatle him to make a new 
world, a new Covenanr, or new Bible beſides that 
we have alceady , as to pray for ſuch a thing : this 
was to perſwade him that whar he had done al- 
ready was meer folly , and to perſwade with him 
toalter, yea, to diſanul the whole way offalvation ; 
and rhen would chat ſaying rent my Soul aſander, 
Neither is there ſalvation in ary ther ,, for there is none 
«her Name under heaven, given among men, whereby 
4 | we muſt be ſaved, Aﬀ.q.12, ; 

139, Now the moſt free, and fall , and graci- 
le | ous words of the Goſpe],were the greateſt torment 
e {| tome; yea, nothing ſo atfiified meas the thonghes 
y of Jeſus Chriſt : for the remembrance of x Saviour, 
ly becauſe I had caſt him oft brought both the villagy 
20 | my fin, and my loſs by it, to mind. O'cis ſad ro 
n- | be deſtroyed by the grace and mercy of God; to 
le, Þ have the Lamb , the Saviour , rurn Lyon avd De- 
2 I firoyer, Rev.s. 1 alſorrembled ar the ſight of che 
Saiprs of God, eſpecially at rhoſe that grear!y loved 
him, and that matt ic their buſineſs ro walk con» 
mJ tiovally with him in this world 2 for they di4 both 
ne Yi their words, their carriages, and all their CX- 
of Ypieflions of renderneſs and ſear to ſn againſt their 
Fpreciovs Saviour, condemn , Jay-guile upon, and 
Faſo add continua! affiittton and thame unto my 
' | 140, Now * 
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140. Now allo the Temprer began afreſh tg 
mock my Soul, faying , That Chriſt indeed did pj 
ry my caſe, and was ſorry for my loſs : but for as 
much as 1 had ſinned, and rranſgreſſed as 1 had ff * 
done, he conld by no means help me, norſaveme ! 
from whar I feared; for my fin was not of the na. þþ !! 
rue of theirs, for whom he bled anddied, neither 8 
was it counted with thoſe that were laid to hig F 
charge when he hanged on the tree z therefore un-}| © 
leſs he ſhould come down from Heaven, and dica- 
new for this ſin,though indeed he did greatly pity 
me, yer 1 could have no benefit of him. 

141. ButO how this would add to my affliion, 
to con-eit that | ſhould be guilty of ſuch a fin, for 
which he did notdie! Theſe thoughts would {g 
confound me, and impriſon me , and tie me up 
from Faith, that 1 knew not what 10 do : bur 9h 
thovght 1, that he would come down again,O that 
the work of Mans Redemption was yer to be done 
by Chriſt; how would I pray him,and intreat hin 
to count and reckon this fin amongſt the reſt for 
which he died ? Bur that would ſtrike me dowg 
Chriſt being raiſed from the dead, dieth no more; ff " 
Death hath no more D minion over him, Rom.6.9, ec 

142, Thus was I always ſinking, whatever I did ſe 
think or do. So one day I walked to a Neigh-ſ v: 
bouring Town, and ſate down upon a Settle in the 
Street , and fell into a vety deep pauſe abour rhe V 
moſt fearful fiare my fin hal brought me to ; and] ® 
afrer long muſing , 1 lifred up my head , bur me 
rhovghr 1 ſaw as if the Sun that ſhineth 1n the he; 
yens diigrudge to give me light,.and as if the veſt * 
Ty ſiones in the ſteer, and tiles upon the houſe. 
did bend themſelves againſt me. O how happi 
now w4s every Creature over I was! for they ſtool ©© 
faſt, and kept thcir Nation, but I was gone an* 


" iQ 
.” n ie 
F . 


AQ mw, mp os m4 of 


CRY 
—_— 


wm &* 9 


to the chief of Sinners. 49 


143. Then breaking our in the birrerneſs of my 
F Toul, I (aid with a grievous ſigh, How can Gnd com- 
asf fort ſuch awretch as I? 1 had no ſooner fail jr, bur 
a4} this cerurned upon me, as an eccho doth aniwer & 
ne | voice, This ſin is not unto d-ath. Ar which I was as 
2. | if Thad be=n raiſed our ofa grave, and cryed our a- 
| gain, Lord, how couldſt thou find our ſuch award as this? 
er} $410) | _ 
his For I was filled with admirarion ar the firneſs, and 
1n. | alſoat the unexpeRednels of the lenrence. 
2 | 144 Now I was in hopes that my fin was not 
ity unpardonable , but that there might be hopes for 
me to obtain forgiveneſs. Bur O howSaran now dj 1 
on. | lay abouc him, for to bring me down again ! But 
fo; he could by no means do it, neither this day, nor 
| off the moſi part of rhe next : for this good ſentence 
up food like a Mill-poſt ar my back. | Yer rowards the 
oh evening of the next day, 1 felt this word begin ro 
har leave me , and to wichdraw irs ſupportation from 
onef} Me, and ſo I returned ro my old fears again, bar 
\im with a greardeal of grudging and peeviſhne's, for 
forfſ 7 feared the ſorrow of 1t. : , 
wall 745. Burthe next day at evening, being nnder 
rea} many fears,l went to ſeek the Lord; and as [ pray- 
ed, 1 cryed to him. 1n theſe words : 0 Lord, T be- 
dig ſeech thee ſhew me that thou ha't Inved me with an e- 
igh- verlaſting bve, Jer. 31.3, 1 had no ſooner (aid Ir, 
the} bur wich (weerne's 1r returned vpon me, . I have lo- 
, the} ved thee with an eycrlating Ive. Now T went ro bed 
and] at quiet, alſo when ! awaked the next minrning, ic 
- ml Wa>freſh upon my Soul. F 
2 115. But yerthe'Temprer lefc menvt,ſor itcould 
not be ſo little as an hunl-ed rimes that he thar 
ell day did labour to break my peace. Othecombars 
J and conflis thar 14:d then meet with! as I ſtrove 
& to hold by this word.that of Eſau would flie in my 
ao faceglikero Lightning * / ſhon!d be ſometimes v 
4M \ #$&pÞ wenty times 1n ag hour, Yet _ 
Rs o7 ea 


43 
ow” 
uw 


rr ER On 


——— ———— TO I ED IG OA" EE A RA, FFI RI b . 


So Grace abounding 


bear meup , and keep my heart upon this word, 
from which 1 had allo for ſeveral days together 
very much ſweerneſs and comfortable hopes of 
pardon. For thus it was made out tome, 1 loved 
thee whilſt thou waſt committing this ſin , I loved thee 
before, T low? thee (HL, and 1 will ove thee far ever, 

147. Yer 1 ſaw my fin moſt barbarous, and a fil. 
thy crime , and could not but conclude, and that 
with great ſhaine and aſtoniſkment,thart 1-had hor. 
ribly abuſed the holy Son of God « wherefore I felt 
my ſoul greatly to love and pity him, and my 
howe!s to yearn towards him : for 1 ſaw he was 
Aill my friend , and did reward me good for evil: 
yea,the love and afte&ion that then did burn with: 
in to my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, did work 
at this rime ſuch firong and hot defire of revenge: 
ment upon my ſelf for the abuſe I had done unto 
him, that, to ſpeak as then 1 thought, had IT had 
2 thouſand gailons of blood within my veins, { 
could freely have ſpilt it all at the command and 
feer of this my Lord and Saviour. 

148, And as I wasthus in muſing , and in my 
fudies how to loverhe Lord , and to expreſs my |My 
love ro him, that ſaying came in upon me, 1f thou ſ*ha 
Lord, (hb uldﬆt mark miquity, O Layd, who ſhwald ſtand! 
but there 1s forgiveneſs with thee , that thoa mayſt be 
feared, Plal.120,4. The'e were good words tome, 
eſpecially the latrer part thereof, to wit, that there 
is forgivenc(s with the Lord , char he might be? 
feared 3 thatis, as then. Tunderſtood it, that he 
mighr be loved , and had in reverence : for it wal 
thus made out to me, That the great Gd &:d ſet" f 
high an eſteem upon the love of his pier: Creatures , thit 
rather then be wonld go without their love, he would * 
pardontheir tranſgreſſions. ... - 

149. And now was that word fulfilled/on mi 
and I wat alſo refreſhed by it, Then ſhall they be aſh 
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med and confounded, and never open their mouth an 
more becanſe of their (hame, when I am pacified ds 
thee for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord God, 
Ezek.16.35. Thus was my Soul ar this time (ant 
as I chen did think for ever) ſer art liberty from bee 
ingagain affliited with my former guilt and amaze- 
' menr, 
if} 150. But before many weeks were over,] began 
- | todiſpond again, fearing leſt notwithſtanding all 
{1} that 7 had injoyed, that yer I might be deceived 
y$ 42d deſtroyed at the Iaſt * for this conſideration 
2; | came ſtrong into my mind, That whatever comfort 
[+ Y and peace Irhoughr I might have from the word 
h. 8 of the Promiſe of Life; yet unleſs there could be 
4 © found 1n my refreſhment a coucurrance and agree- 
oe. ment in the Scriprures, let me think what I will 
to | thereof, and hold ir never (o fait, I ſhould finde no 
a ſach thing at the end ; For the Scriptnres cannot be 
{{roken, John 10,35, 
nd} 151. Now began my heart again to ake, ant 
fear I might meet with diſappointment at the laſt. 
Wherefore I began with all ſeriouſneſs ro examine 
my ſormer comfort, and ro Conſider whether one 
that had fined as 1 have donie, might with confi- 
dence truſt og. the faichfulneſs of God laid down 
thoſe word$Sby which I had been comforted,andt 
on which 1 had leaned my /felf; but now was 
ere fibroughPrhoſe ſayings ro my minde, For 2t is ;m- 
r beÞ-ſ6ble for thoſe who were once enlightned and have 14s. 
he ſled the heavenly gift, and were made partaiggre of the 
vaghly Gbcit, and have raſt-d the. good wor &. 
tf Powers of the World to comes, 7 has! fall 
that 4y,"te renew th. m again unto repent »6. For. 


iy we ſin wilfully after we have ceived ti vale 


04K | e 
YE the rruth, there remains no more ſagriſice ſor fin, but 
Ys certain fearful hobing for of fu event au ery. In. 
oration which ſhall dr t tfaries, Heb. 16. 


Even 
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Even as Eſau, who for one morſel of meat ſold big 


. 
, 


Birthright 3 for you hnow how that afterwards when he b. 


would have inherited the Bleſſing,he was rejefted; fork 
found no place of repentance; though he ſought it car 
fully wich tears, Heb.12. 


152. Now was the word of the Goſpel forced}, 
from my Soul, ſo that no Promiſe or Encourage. &, 


ment was to be found in the Bible for me : and 
how would that ſaying work upon my (pirit to af- 
flit me, Rejoyce not, 0 Iſrael, for joy, as other People, 
Hoſ.9.1. for I aw indeed there was caule of re. 
Joycing for thoſe thar held to Jeſus; but as for me, 


T had cut my ſelf off by my tranſgreſſons, and leſt 
my ſelf neither ſoot hold nor hand-hold amongſt | 


all the ſtayes aud props in the precious Word of 


153. And truly 1 did now feel my ſelf to ſink 
Into # gulf, as an houſe whoſe foundation 15 de- 


ſiroyed, 1didliken my ſelf in this condition uns 
tothe caſe of ſome Child that was fallen into a Mill-j,, 


pit, who though ir could make ſome ſhifr ro ſcrq 
le and ſpraul in the warer, yer becauſe 1t coul; 
find neither hold for hand nor foot, rherefore a 
Iaft ir muſt die in that condition. So ſoon as thi 
fteſh aſfault had faſtened on my Soul, that Seriprure 
came into my heart, This is for many days, Dan.10. 

and indeed [ found i: was (o : fer I could not be 
delivered nor brought to peace again until wel 
nigh two years and an half were compleatly fini 
ſhed. Wherefore theſe words, though in ther 
| ſelves they tended to diſcouragement , yertou 


who ſeared thi 


- 


.condition would be eternal, the 


were at ſome times as aa ticlp and refreſhment: | 


me. | Top 
YI. eg dn have an end ; cherefqxe- it 
ing I was! 


be afflicted not a few, but many dayr,yil” 
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was glad ic was but for many days. Thus, I fay,'r 
$6014 recal my (elf ſometimes, and give my ſelf a 
help : for as ſoon as ever the words came in.ar firſt 
i knew my trouble would be long , yet this would 
He but ſomerimes , for I could nor always think on 
his, nor ever be helped though 71 did. 
elf 155. Now while theſe Scriptures lay before tne, 
*S&nd laid fin at my door, that ſaying in the 18 of 
nd be,with others,did encourage me to prayer:then 
he Temprer again laid at me very ſore, ſuggeſting, 
Me Frhat neicher the mercy of God, nor yet the blood 
'[eKfChriſt,did ac atl concern me,nor could they help 
i; ne, for my fin : yer thought 1, T will pray, bur ſaid 
eſt: Temprer, Your finis unpaidonoble. Yet ſaid 
ey, I will pray. Sol went to prayer to God ; and 
| elBhile 1 was at rayer,T uttered words to this effe8: 
Word, Satan tells me, That neither thy mercy nor Chrifts 
1nkBleed 5s ſufficient to ſave my ſoul © Lord, ſhall T honour 
deBhee moſt by believing thou wilt and canſt,or by believing 
ul Shu nerther wilt noy canſt ? Lord, I wauld fain honour 
lill-Bi-e by believing thou wilt and canſt. 
156. And as I was thus before the Lord , thace 
'prure faſtned on my heart, 0 man, great is thy 
© Faith, even as if one had clapt me on the back, as * 
Jy on my knees before God; yet 1 wasnor able ro 
elieve this till almoſt fix months afrer, for I could 
ot think that I had Faith, or that there ſhould be 
t beÞ word for me to aR Faith on 3 therefore I thould 
vcUYill be as ſticking in the jaws of deſparation; and 
finiSent mourning up and down, crying, Is his mercy 
Ilan gone 2 is his mercy clean gone for ever * And I 
bought ſometimes, even while 1 was groaning in 
teſe expreffions,they did ſeem to make a queſtion 
hecher:ic was or no; yer I greatly feared ic was. 
$157, Aranother rime { remember I was again 
Kh unter the Queſtion , Whether: ghe blood of 
ft was ſufficienc ro ſaye my Soul? In — | 
; oubr, 
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doubt I continued from morning till about ſeven fi 
or cightat nighr ; and art laſt, whenT was, as ie!) 
were, quite worn out with fear leſt it ſhould noeÞ 
lay hold on me , thoſe words did found ſuddenly 
within me, He is able : but me thought this word 
able, was ſpoke ſo loud unto me , it ſhewed ſuch a #4 
great word, and gave ſuch a juſile ro my fear andy* 
doubt, (1 mean foy the rime it tarried with me,$24 
which was about a day) as ! never had from thay, 
all my life cjcher before or after that, Heb.7,25., FP 
' 158. Bur one morning when I was again at pray-** 
and r:embling under the fear of this, that no word? 
of God could help me,that piece of a ſentence dar-B*% 
red in upon me, MyGrace is ſufficient. Atthis x fi 
thought] fetr ſome ſtay,as if there might be hopegf®* 
But © how good a thing is it for God to ſend hi 
Word ! for about a fortnight before, I was looking”? 
on this very place, and then I thoughrir could norff} 
come near my Soul with comfort,and threw dowlf*; 
my Book in pet; bur now it was as if it had arn 
of grace ſo wide,that it could not onely incloſe mey,,* 
but many more beſides. m 
155. By theſe words 1 was ſuſtained , yet notify. 
without exceeding conflifs , for the fpace of levenſl,,, 
or eight weeks : for my peace would be 1n and out, 
ſomerimes twenty times a day : Comforr now,andþ 1 
Trouble preſently ; Peace now, ani before I could 
go afurlong, as full of Fear and Guilc as ever heath, 
could hold ; and this was not onely now and the 
but my whole ſeven weeks experience : for this hy 
bour the ſufficiency of grace, and that of Eſau's pit in 
ting with his Birth-right.,, would be like a patr 
ſcales within my mind, ſomerimes one end. woulh 
be uppermoſt, and ſometimes again the other, atÞ1s: 
coiding to which would be my peace. ar troubladhnes 
160. Therefore 1 ſtill 4id pray to God ,.thatWlp 
would come in with this Scripture more fully of 


| . ' 
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heart, t6 wit, that he would help me toap® 
y- T the whole ſentence ; for as yerir Laly helpe& 
nor fine thus far, My grace is ſufficient 3 and tho it came 
farther, it anſwered my former queſtion, 'rq” 
{vie that there was hope z yer, becaule for rhee, 

Sw4s left out, I was not contented, btit prayed to 
pd for that alſo : wherefore, one day as I was - 
ha Meeting of pod People, full of ſadneſs and' 
Ferrour,for my tears againwere ſtrong upon me, 
"Kind as I was naw thinking ,my Soul was never the 
Fetter, bur my caſe molt ſad and fearful, theſe 
ods did with great powerſeddainly hreakin 

pon me, My grace is ſufficient for thee, my grace is 
efficient for. thee, my gra:e is ſuffictent for thee 3 
Fee times rogether 3 and, O me-thoughe that 
ry word was a mighty word unto me ; as my, 

. Wd grace, and” ſufficient, and for thee; they were 
"""Fhen, _ ſomerimes are ſhlf;*far bigger than o- 
"Hy" 162, Ar whichtirhe, tfly Uriiderſtandinig was fo 
liohrned; that I was as' though I had teen rhe 
rd Jeſus look down from Heaven through the 
iles pon me, and dire rthefe words unto me ; 
"Ps ſenr me mourning home, it broke my heatr; 
YedBad filled me full of joy, and lid me as tow as the 
outEuſt, only it ſtaid notlotg with me, I meanin this 
Vbry and refreſhing comfort, yer it continued | 
Firth me for ſeveral weeks, and did encourage me 
ſhope: -'Bar ſo ſoon as thar powerfull operarion 
fir was taken off my hearr,rthar othet abour Eſau 
turned tton me as before, fo my ſoul did hang 

in a pair of Scales again, ſometimes op, an 


; % 


Wterrout; : | 
$163. Thiis'T went 'on (for many weeks, ſome- 
4mnes comforted, ant Comerimes rormenred, ard 
ripecially at ſomerimes my torment” woult be 
if E vey 
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very.ſore,for all rhoſeSctiptures fore-nam'diny 
Ebb ew would be ſet beſole me; as the only Se; 
tences rhat would keep me out of Heayen. The 

1n 1 ſhovld' begin” ro repent, that ever thy 
. 9590 went thorow. me z I ſhould alſo think 


| thus with my ſelf, why, How many $criptures ate 
|. there againſt me? there is but three 6r four, at 
| cannot God miſs them, and ſave me for all them 
Sometimes agaiu I ſhould think, Of it weie ng 
for hee This or four, words, .now how might] 
be comfoited ! and ] could hardly ne ee ſor 
times, bur to, Wiſh ahem our of the Book... 
164. Then methoughtA ſhould ſee as if bat 
Peter, and Paul, ab” Fobm, and all the Writer 
did look with ſcorr-upon me, and hold meind 
rifion ; and as if they 1aid.ynto.me, All our word 
afe truch, one of as much force& another , ity 
not we that have cut; yob off, bur you have ca 
away your" felf; there is none of our ſentencs 
that you muſt take hold upou bur theſe, and ſud 
as theſe ; It js impoſſible 3. there remains no more þ 
crifice:far ſin;Heb.s, And.it had been berrer for the 
nor to. bave known jhe will of God, than after | 
 bave known its t0 earn from the holy commandm 
delrwvered unto them, Reb. 10. ; For the., Scripture 
cannot be broken, 2. Pet, 2.21... | 
165. Thus was] confoutided, not knowing wha 
to. do nor how to be. ſatisfied in ths queſtior 
. whether the Scriptures could agree in the ſalyar 
on of my Soul ? 1 quaked at the Apoſtles ; I kr 
rheir words wele tipe, and that they muſt 
for ever. £ - SIUN>. | 
.166. And I remember. one day, as L was. in dil 
vets frames of Spitir, ad confidering that the 
frames were ſtill ac.ording.to the nature ofthe 2 By 
veral Scriptpres that came in upon my mind'; WS 
this of Grace,then 1 was quiet ; bux if that of E/a 
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then tofmented. Lord, thought I, *if borlr theſe ' 
© &criptuſres would meer in my hearrat once, 1 
"hl wonder 'which of them d get the better 
th me.:So merhought | had a longihng mind that th 
hill might eome both rogerher upoſtme 3 yea; I de- 
- 2p] fired of God they mighr, 4 TY 

if © 167, Well, abour rwo orthiree dayes after, fo 
en ey did indeed ; they boultebborh upon me'ar 
nol 8 ame) and did work and Nroggleſtrangly in me 
elf #07 a While 3/ar laſt, rhat' abour Eſaus birth-righe 
began to wax weak, andwjhdraw, and vatiith'; 
ard this about the ſufficiefh Grace'prevailed, 
off With peace and joy. And-as'T was ina inuſe-a- 
en} dour this thing, char $criprure cftie home upon 
| ded Me, Mercy Fepoycerb'dgarnſt Filldgement. | 
ord © 168: This was a Woriderment to me, yet truly 
ir Tam apt to think ir was of 'God, for the-Word of 
calf} the Law and Wrath, muſt giye place to the Word 
neal of Life arid Grace'z becatie, though the Word of 
ſug} Condemnation be glorious, yer the Word of Life 
e ſo} 4d Salvarion, doth far exceed im glory, 2 Cor. 3, 
the w9,rom Mar. 9. $,6;7. Fohn6,37. Alſo, thar 
thh Holes and Eljas muſt both vanith, and leave Chriſt 
meld 40d his Sainrs alone. ma} | 
-: 169. This Scriprure alſo'did now moſt ſweetly 
'I'Vifir iny foul} And him that cometh to me, I will in 
vhall # wiſe caſt out.” 'O the camfbre that T have had 
ion om this word, in nd wiſe ! as who ſhould. ſay, 
72rd Oy no' means, fot; no thing , .what-ever he harh 
new done; Bir Saran would pear labour ro pull this 

ud promiſe froor me; tefli I me; that Chtiift di4 

"nor mean me and ſuch asT, bur ſinners of alower 

1 &4zank,, thas had. not done -as I had done; But1 

I fouls! &r him” again; Saran, here isin this 


e {6 Fc #tio fneff'exceprion, but him that comes, binr, 
of 4 ie 0 that cometh to me, I.willin no wiſe 
-(abaſt 087* And this 1 well rememter ſtill, tharof all 
che ” E 2 the 
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the. Nights that Saran uſed /to rake this Scripture 
fromme; yer -he:naver did ſo much as pat this 
'Queſtia!, Bnt dg fyou.come aright ? And I hay the 
thought; the reaſon was, becauſe he rhoughryÞ| do 
knew fall well, what coming was ; for 1 ſaw thatf it 
to come arighr, was to come as 1 was, a yile andfi the 
ungodly finner,,an;ro.caft my ſelf ar the feer of the 
Mercy core np gIDy ſclffor fin : WMever Sata de! 
and 1 did ſivive;for any word, it wasfot thisnf} 
fab 5; he pull'd, and 1 pull'd,bur God be praiſed, me 
4 got;ſome ſweetnez5 from ir.,) - Ithe 
170+, Bur, notwithſtanding ail theſe helps and fla) 
bleſied words of grace; yet that of Eſaus ſelling df} of | 
his birth-right, would ſtill at rimes diſtreſs my] are 
Concience ; for though I had been moſt (weethff 1 
comforted, and that but. juſtbefore, yer when wir 
' thatcame into mingd,'rwquld make me fear again Go 
I coulM not be quite rid thereof, *rwould ever the 
day be with me : wherefoie now I went anothaf me 
way to work, even to conbder the nature of thi} ma! 
blaſphemous thought, I mean if ] ſhould rake theſj ent 
words at the Iargeit,and give them their own n+ mu 
tural foice arid (gope, even every ward therein: am 
So when I had thus confidered, I found that iff he 
_ they were fairly taken, they would: amount tof fore 
this, That I had freely lefr the Lord Jeſus Chriſt © 1 
-to: his choice, whether he would be my Saviourſent 
or rio, for the wicked words were theſe, Let bj 
£0 if be will. They that;Scriprure gave me hope 
Twill never leave thee ngr forſake thee Heb. 13. 5 ten 
© Lord, ſaid], but T have left. thee ;:chen it an-fthis 
fwered again, but Lwill not leave thee, For thig}mo! 
AaharkGodalo,, i art'y inn 
.::17xz. Yer T was grieyons afraid he ſhould, ay 7 
found it exceedir.ghard ro truſt him, Fr(P 1 hady'ty,: 
fa 


ſo offended him ; 1 could have b ; dingh90r, 
£lad_ that this thought had never be on, (oP 
SS J's 
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well then 1 thought 1 could with more caſe and free. 
tf dom abundance have leaned _ his grace ©: 1 fee 
arf it was with me as it was wirh Foſephs Bierthren, 
the guilt of their own wickedneſs did often fill 
of them with fears, thar rheir Brother would at laſt 
deſpiſe them, Gem. 50. 15,16, 17,18. ad 
172. But above all the Scriptures thar yet1 did 
meet with, that in the rwenrieth of TFoflnd was 
the greateſt comforr tn me, which ſpeaks of the 
ſlayer that was to ffy for refuge. 4nd zf the avenger 
off of blood prerſue the ſlayer, then, (aich Moſes;rhey that 
are the Elders of the City of Refuge, ſhall mt deliver 
him into his band; becauſe'he ſwore his Neighbour un- 
wittingly,and hated him not afoye-time. O bleſſed be 
God for rhis word ! I was convinced that 1 was. 
ff the ſlayer, and rar the'tivenger of blood purſued 
tf me, that 1 fele with great tetrour 3 only now +t re- 
wimained that I enqunie, whether 1 have 1tght to 
the enter the City of Refuge ? $o 1 found, That he 
10 muſt not, who lay in wait 40 ſhed blood, buthe who 
in:;Jamwittingly, or thar did unawars ſhed blbod, even 
tiff he who did nor hate his Neighbaur before.' Wher ex 
r 0 


fore, 
iff - 193. 1 thought veiily I was the man that' muſt 
enter, for becauſe 1 had fmitren my Neighbour 
ittingly, and hated him nbr afore-time. Thated 
nor atore-time, no'] prayed unto him, was 
\ $I tender of ſinning aga'Mſt him; yea, and againſt / 
(4 this wicked Teraprtation;Ihad-ſtrove'for a tivelve- 
is] monerth before z yea, and' alfo when ir did paſs 
te iny heart, ir did/it'in ſpite of my'teeth : 
L 4 A? 2s ' . HOY 
ſherefore 1 rhoughr I had1ight ro enter this'Ci- 
allty;ant the Elders, wich arc the Apoſiles,'were 
'S. ' [ "T SO * 
oor t6 deliver me up: [This _theretore was grear 
mort to me, and didgive me much ground'of 


bin 


2 #4. Yet being very critical, for my ſmait had 
5 E 3 made 
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made,me that I knew:nox what ground, was ſure 
enough to Lear me,,.1, had one quelios. that my 
a 


Soul did much defire: to be reſolved abour ; Ay 
that was, Whether :t be paſſible for ary Soul that hat 

indeed fanned the unpardonable (ins yet after that t 
receive, though but the leaſt true ſpiritual comfort 
from God, thorow Chriſt 2 the which,, afzer I had 
much conlidered,] found the anſwer was,No,they 
could nor : and that for theſe reaſons : 

175. Firſt, Becauſe thoſe that have ſinned that 
fin, they. are debarred: a ſhare in the Blood of 
Chriſt, ad bewwg ſhur our of that, they muſt needs 
be youd of the leaſt ground of hope, and ſo df 
ſpititualcomfort for ro ſuch there remains no more 

acrifice - ſin, Heb-10.25,a7. Secondly, Becauſe 
they are, denied a ſhare in the promiſe of Life 
they.thall never be. forgiven,neither in this world 
mr hat which is ro come, Mat-12-31- Thirdly, 
The Son of God excludes them alſo Com a ſhare 
in his bleſled interceſſion, being for ever aſhamed 
ro own them both bers his holy Father, and the 


\ bleſſed Angels in heaven, Mark. 


175. When I had with much deliberation con- 
fidered of this matter, and could not bur conclude 
thattheLord had comforted me, and thar-too af 
ter this my widked fin ;, then methought I durſt 


ventureto come nigh-pnto thoſe moſt fearful and 
terrible Scriptures, -wirh which all this while 1 
had bgen ſo greatly aff;jghted, and on: which in 
dced before I duſt ſearge caſt mine eye, (yea, had 
much ado an hundred;tjmes ro forbear wiſhing of 
them out of the, Bitle,; for I thought they would 
deſtroy me) but now, 1 ſay, I begat; to rake ſome 
mealute-,of inceuragement., to come cloſe tg 
them, 49:read them; and conſider them, and to 
weigh their ſcope and tendence. + 
; 397+ The which when ], þcganto doy, 1 ou 
11 u , t 
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their viſage changed; for:they looked: not fo 


| griw'y on me as before I rhoughr they did : And 


rſt, [ came tothe fixth of rhe Hebrews, yerttem- 
bling for fear it ſhould firike me 3 which, when 1 
had confideyed, 1 found thar the falling there jn-' 
tended was a-fallitig quire away ; that is, as/1 con= 
ceived, a falling from, and an abſolute denial-of, 
the Goſpel of Remiffion "of fins by; Chriſt : for 
from thenrthe Apoſtle begins his argument, ver.2, 
2,3. Secondly, ] found that this falling away muſt 
be openly, even in the view of the Wold, even 
ſo as to pur Chriſt to an open ſhame. Thirdly 1 found 
that thoſe he there intendeth 'wele for ever ſhut 
up of God borh in blindneſs, hardie(s,and impeni- 
tency : 1t 3s impoſſible they ſhould be renewed again 
unto repentance. By all thele particulars, I found, 
to Gods everlaſting praiſe, my fin was not the ſin 
in this place intended. | — 
198, Then I conſidered that in the tenth of the 
Hebrews 3; and found that rhe' wrlful Sin there 
mentioned, 1s not every. wilfal fin, bur that fin 
which doth throw off Chriſt, and then his Com- 
mandments too, Secondly , That muſt alſo be 
done openly, before two or three witneſſes, to 
anſwer thar of the Law, ver.'28. Thirdly , This 
fin cannor be commnred but with great deſpite 
done to the Spirit of Grace; 'deſpifing borh. rhe 
diſſwafions from that ſin, andithe periwafions to 
the contrary : Bur the Lord knows, though this my 
fin was dewiliſh, yet ir did nor amount to.thele. 
179. And as touching thar in the rwelfrh of rhe 
Hebrews , about Eſau's ſelling. his Birrh-right: 
though this was that which kilFd me, and ſtood 
like a Spear againſt me 3 yer now Tdid conſider, 
Firſt, That his was not a-haſty thought againſt che 
cantinual labour of his mind ; bur a thought con- 


- ſented ro, and; pur. in practice likewiſe, and that 
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roo after ſome deliberations Gen.25. Secondly, - 
Jt was a publick and open aGion, even: before his 
Brother, if not before many more-; this-made 
his fin of a far more hainous nature chen: other- 
wiſe-it would have been. , Thirdly, Hecontinued 
ro ſlight his Birth-right : He did eat and drink, and 
wenthis way 3 thus Eſau DESPISED his Birth- 
right yea, twenty year after he was found ro de- 
ſpiſe ir ſtill, And Eſau ſaid, I have enough, my Bro- 
ther, keep that thou haſt. to thy ſelf, Gen. 33.9. 

180. Now as touching this, That Eſau ſought a 
place of repentance z thus I thought : "Firſt, This 
was not for the Byrth-right, bur for the Bleſſing ; 
thisis clear from the Apoſtle, and.is diſti2.nſhed 
by-E/au himſelf, He hath taken away my Birth.right, 
(thar is, formerly) and now he hath taken away my 
Bleffing alſo, Gen. 27.35. Secondly , Now this 
being thus confidered, I came again ro the Apo- 
file, roſee what might'be the mind of God in a 
New-Teſtamentr ſtile and ſence concerning Eſau's 
fin 3- and fo far as/F could conceive, this. was the 
mind of God, That the Birth-right fonified Rege- 
neration, and the Bleſſing the Eternal Inheritance ; 
for ſo the Apoſtle ſeems to hint, Left there be any 
prophane perſon, as Pſau, who = one morſel of meat 
fold bis Birth-right : as if he ſhould ſay, Leſt there 
be any perſon amongſt you thar ſhall caſt off all 
thoſe blefſed beginnings of: God rhar at preſent 
are upon him, 1n-order to a new Birth, leſt they 
become a: Ffay,even be tejefed afterwards,whcn 
they would inherit the Bleſſing, ' ' © 

181. For many there+\are, who in the day of 
Grace-an1 Mercy deſpiſe 'thoſe things which ate 
indeed che Birrh-righe ro Beaver, who yer when 
-the deciding-day appears,will cry as loud as Eſau 
Lord, Lord, opentozs; but then, as Iſaac would 
por repent, Qo more will God the Father - 
> 4 . A w 
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will ſay, 1have bleſſed theſe; yea, and they: ſhall be 
bleſſed ; bur as for you, Depart, you are workers of 
intquiry- Gen.27. 32+ Luk.13325 926,27, 
182. When 7 had thus conhidered theſe Scrip+ 
tures, and found rhat thus to underſtand then 
was nor againſt bur according to other Scriptures, 
this ſtil] added furrher ro my encouragement and 
comfort, and alſo gave a grear blow to that obje- 
Aion, ro wir, That the Scriptures could not agree in 
the ſalvation of my Soul. And now remained on- 
ly the hiader pare of the Tempeſt, for the thunder 
was gone beyond me, onely ſome drops did ſtill 
remain, thar now and then would fall upon me ; 
but becauſe my former frighrs and anguiſh were 
very ſore and deep, therefore it did oft befall me 
ſtill as it befalleth choſe thar have been ſcared with 
fire, 7 thought every voice was file, fire ; every 
lircle rouch would hurt my tender Conſcience. 
183- Butone day, as 7 was palling im the field, 
and that roo with ſome daſhes on my Conſcience, 
fearing leſt yer all vvas not righr, ſuddenly rhis 
ſentence fell upon my Soul , Thy righteouſneſs is in 
Heaven 3 and methought withall, 1 ſaw with the 
eyes of my Soul Jeſus Chriſt ar Go.ls right hand, 
there, I ſay,as my Righteouſneſs z ſo that where- 
ever 1 was, or whatever 1 was a doing, God could 
not ſay of me, He wants my Righteouſneſs, tor thar 
was juſt before him. 7 alſo ſaw moreover, that it 
was not my good fiame of Heart rhat made my 
Righreouſneſs berrer, nor yer my bad frame thar 
made my Righreouſneſs worſe : for my Righte= 
ouſneſs was Felus Chriſt himſelf, the ſame yeſter- 
day, t0 day, and for ever, Heb.13.8. | 
184. Now did my chains fall off my Legs indeed, 
Iwas looſed from my afflitjon and irons,my rem- 
prations al(s fled away : ſo that from thar .rime 
thoſe dicadful Sctiprures.of God left off to hows 
| e 
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bleme 5 now went 1 alſo home rejoycing, for the 
race and love of God : So when I came home, 1 
ooked to ſee if 1 could find that Senrence, 
Righteouſneſs is in Heaven, but could not find { 
a Saying,wherefoie my Heart began:to fink again, 
> that was brought to my remembrance, Hei 
made unto us of God, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sandi- 
_ fication, and Redemption; by this word I law the 
other Senrence true. | | 
185, For by this Scripture, I ſaw that the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus, as he is diſtin& from us, as touchi 
his bodily preſence, ſo he is our Righreouſneſs and ( 
Sandification before God : here therefore lived, Þ| . 
for ſome rime, very {weetly at peace, with Godfj x 
rhoxow Chriſt ; © merhoughr- Chriſt ! Chizſt! ;, 
h 
O 
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there was nothin; bur Chriſt rhar was before m 
eyes: 1 was not now onely for looking upon this 
and rhe other benetir of Chriſt aparr, as of his 
Blood, Burial,or Reſurre&tion, bur confidered him 4 
a5 whole Chriſt ; as he in whom all rheſe, andal F 
his other Verrues, Relations, Offices, and Operati- 
ons mer together, and thar on the 11ght hand of j; 
Go1in Heaven. hk 
186. *T'was glorious to me to ſee his exalration, | þ, 
and the worth and preyalencie of all his benetirs, | , 
ane that becauſe of this ; Now I could look from ,; 
my ſelf ro him, and ſhould reckon thar all choſe} 
Graces of God that now were green inme, weref} 
et bur like rhoſe crack'd-Groars and Four-penceſ| ,, 
If-pennies that rich men carry in rheir-Pwiſes | 

| when rheir Gold 1s3n their Trunks ar home : Olf ,, 
faw'my. Gold was in my Trunk at bome ! jn Chit ,, 
my Lord and Saviour : Now Chriſt was all ; alſ ,, 
my Wildom, all my Righreouſneſs, all mySandif 7, 
fication; andall my Redemprjon. . | 
187. Further, The Lord did alſo: lead meint 
the myſtery of Union with this Soni of -God, rhal 
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1 was joyned to him, that 1 was fleſh of his tiefh; + 
and tone of his bone ; andnow was that aſweer 
Ty word ro me, 1n Epheſ.5. 3. By this alſo. was my 
cy faith in him,as my Righteouſneſs, the more confir- 
Wy med to me, for if he and] were one, then his" 
er | Righreouſneſs was mine, his Merits mine, his Vi- 
He Goryallo mite, Now could I ſee my elf in Hea- 
the Þ yen and Earth at once ; 1n Reaven by my Chriſt, 
by my Head,by my Righreouſneſs and Life,though 
ianf on Earth by my Body or Perſon. . 
1 188. Now 1 ſaw Chriſt Jeſus was looked on of 
ny God, and ſhould alſo be looked upon by-us as that 
©} common or publick perſon, in whom allthe whole - 
704 Body of his EleR ate always ro be confidered and 
It: reckoned, thar we fulfilled rhe Law by him, died. by 
mJ him, roſe fiom the dead by him, gor the Vidory 
his over &n, death, rhe devil, and hell, by bim ; when 
his be cied wedied, and ſo of his Reſurrection : Thy 
My lead men ſhall live, together with my dead body ſhall 
al they ariſe, ſaith he, 1/a.26. and again, After two 
all dayes he will reurve ws, and the third day we ſhall 
Of live in bis fight, Hol. 6.2. which is now fulfilled by 
the ſitting down of the Son of Man on the right 
MF hand of the Majeſly in the Heayens ; accordi 
5 f tothar ro the Epheſians, He hath raiſed us up toge- 
ther, and made us fit together inbeavenly places in 
Chriſt Feſus, Epnel.2-6. = 3b 
ere ne * theſe blelle1 conti'erations ar;d Scrip- 
CE tures, with many other of a like nature, were un! 
cf thoſe days made ro ſpangle in mine Jes, Praiſe ye -, 
IN the Lord God in his Sanduary, Praiſe him in the fir- 
mament of his power, praiſe him for his mighty afts, 
praiſe him according to his excellent greatneſs, Plal, 
I50.1,2. | 215 FION 
_ Having thus in few words g1:enyou ataſte 
C tne ſorrow and affliction rhat my Soul went uns 1 
" cr by the-guilt and terror that this my wicked 
Wh. thought 
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th ughe did Tay me under 3 and having 'given you 


altoa rouch ot my delivecance therefrom, and of 
the fweer and blel{ed comfort that 1 mer wirh af. 
rerwards, (which comfort dwelr abour a rwelve- 
monrh with my heatr, iv ne unſpeakable admira- 
ration) 1 will now (God will; 


any furrher, give yo. ina wotd or two, what, as 


I conceive, was the caule of this Temptation ; 


and allo aftec rha”, what advantage at rne laſt jr 
tecame unro my Soul, 

191. Fort the cauſes, I conceiyed they were prin- 
Cipally two, of which two allo 1 was deeply con- 
vinceeall the rime rhis trouble lay upoh m-, The 
firſt was; Fo: that I did not, when 1 was deliveied 


from the Temprarion thar went before, ſtill pray 


ro God to keep me from Temprations that wete to 
come:fot rhough,as I can ſay 11. rrurh,my Soul was 
much in prayer before this tryal ſeized me, yer 
then I prayed onely, ot at the moſt piincipally, for 
rhe renoval of pteſent troubles, and for rieth dif- 
coverics of love in Chrift: which ſaw afre: wards 
was norenough todo; TI alſq thould haye prayed 


thar the' great Go1 would keep me from: the evil. 


that was to come. 
192. Of rh'is I was made deeply ſenſible by the 
Prayer'of holy David, who when he was under 


porien metcy , yet prayed thar God would hold 


im back from ſin and remprarion ro come : For 
thens ſaith he, ſhall The uvright, and I ſhall be inno- 
comfrom the GREAT tranſereſſion, Plal; 19.13. by 
this very word was 7 cauied and con-emned, quite 
thorow this long remprarion. 


193: That alſo was another word-rhar did much 


conemn me for my folly, in the nezle:t of this 
dury, Heb-4-16. Let us therefaye come” boldly ts the 


Throne of Grace, that we may obt ain mercy, and find” | bY 
£'ace ro help in time of need: this Thad.nor done, 
q:1% 


and 


ng) before 1 proceed 
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and therefoxze was ſuffered rhus ro fin and-fall, 2c- 
cording ro whar 15 Witten , Pray, that ye enter not 
into tempration : and tiuly rhis vety thing is ro this 
day ot 1uch weight and awe upon me, that 1dare 
not, when I come befoie rhe Loid,go oft my knees 
until 7 1nrticar lm for help and meicy againſt the 
te7;prations that are ro Come. 4 and 7 do beſeech 
[+ | rhee,Reader,rnat thoulcarn ro kewareof my neglhs 
| gence by the affii&ion thar for rhis rhing 7cid fur 
4 

. 
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ays, and months, and years, with ſorrow undet 
os Pom 3A 4 | & 0 
194+ Another.cauſe of rhis remptation was;Thatr 
Thad rempred God ; and on this manner did F do 
it: Upcn arme my Wife was gieat with:-Child, 
and retorg her.tull rmme was come, het pangs, as 
of a woman in rravel, were tierce and ftrong up! 
on her, evenas if fe would immediately have bY 
len in-l«bojwu,. and becn dehvered of an untimely 
birh-:. now--ar this very time it was, rhar I had 
been ſo ſrongly rempred to queſtion; the tezng/of 
God ; wheretore as my Wife lay ciyingty me, 1 
ſaid, bur with all ſecreftie immaginatle,even think- 
| | ang 1n my hearr, Lord, if chou -wilt now remove this 
| |} ſad affli ion from my Wife,and cauſe that ſhe be:trou- 
|. | blea no more therewith this. night ( and now weie 
her pan2s juſt upon her) then 1 ſhall know that thou 
canſt diſcern the moſt ſecret thought of the heart. 
195- Thad ro ſooner ſaid it.1n my Fear, tur her 
[' | Pangs were takenftom her, and ſhe was caſt into a 
" | cecp fleep, ard fo the continued till motning ; at 
this 7 greatly marvelled , nor knowing what to 
' | think ;; bur after Thad keen awake a good while, 
and heard her cy no more, I fell ro ſleeping ako : 
.So when 1 waked in the morning) it came upon me 
epain,,; ever, what 7 had ſaid in my heatrt the lait 
mght and how the Loid Fad ſtewed me that pe 
TAE. mxpJecyct. rl oughrs, which was a great aſto- 
_ mihn:ent 
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mihnent unto me for ſeveral weeks after, 
.,-196. Well, about a-year and an half afrerward 
thar wicked ſinful thoughr, of which 7 have (p6- wad 
Ken tefote,. wenr thorow my wicked heatr , even Þ* ; 
this choughr, Ler Chrift go if -he-will ; ſo when thi 
Was fallenunder guzlrtor rhis,the remembrance of 
my orier thought, and of the eftect rhereof,vvould 
allo come upon me vvith this retort, vvhich carti- 
£d allo rebuke along vvith ir, Now you may ſee that Þ (,; 
God doth know the:moſt ſecret thoughts of rhe heart, 
now you may ſee that God doth know the moſt ſecret } 1. 
thoughts of the heart ! 1a, 
© :195« And with rhis,rhar of rhe paſlages that wx 
berwixt:the Lord, and his ſetvant Gideon, fell up- |. 
on my:{pirit.; how-becauſe rhat Gideon rempred 
God yvirn his Fleece borh vvet anddty, vvhen he; 
ſhould have believed and ventured upon his Word, 
therefore the Lord 41d afrerwards fo rry him, as tof} . 
ſendhim againſt an innumerable company of Ene-J 4 
'mies,* and thar. rooz as- ro ourward'appearance, Þ ,,. 
vvirhout any ſtrength or help, Fudg. Chap. 6, 7. 
Thus he ſe.yed me, 'and'thar juilly, for 1 ſhould 
:have-believed his Word, and nor haye put an if q. 
-upan the all-ſeeingneſs of God. 
193: And now to fhew you ſomething of the ad- 
;yanraves-thar 7 alſo'gained by this Temptation: 
And tuſt, By rhis I vvas made continually to pol 
:feſs in my Soul a very Wondertid ſence both of rhe |.;, 
being and glory of God, and of his beloved Son; 
:3nthe remptarion befole, my Soul yyas perplexed 
vvith Atheiſm, bur now rhe caſe vvas otherwiſe, | ſx; 
novyy vvas God and Chriſt conrinually before my[; 
face, though not” in a vvay of comforr, *turina 
vvay of excecding dread and tertour. The g 
of the Holineſs of God 4did ar rhis thme' break 
'pieees , and rhe Boyvels and'C fon bf y 
- Chriſt did break metas oh the'Wheet 3? coup: 


: 
hy , 
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not conſider ham bur as a loſt-and reje&ed C krifh, 
tte remembrance of vyhich yyas as the continual 
breaking of my bones, 12 136: 1G 
et}. 199, Ihe SCLIptures now allo vyere Vyonderſul 
11 things unro me ; ſavv that the rrurh and verity.of 
of them vvele rhe Keys of rhe Kingcom ot Heaven $ 
1d Jrho!e rhe Scriptures favour,they mult inherzr blſsz 
t1- [purthole they oppole and concemn, muſt, periſh 
| for evermore , O this vvord,. For the Scriptures 
"I; cannot be broken, yvould 1cnd rhe caul of my hear; 
et | ind ſo vuauld tnar other, Whoſe ſins ye remit, they 
are-remitted,but whoſe ſins ye retain,they are xerains 
'S | :q:. Novy,1ſavy the Apoſtles to be rhe Elders-of 
P | ihe City of Refuge, Zoſh.20.4, thole they vvere 
df roteceive in, viere ieceived to Life, but thoſe 
"1 that rh&y.thut our, VYEIE TO be lain by. the avEnger 
G, Þ of blood. "244" wY ; 
wu 250, © ! one ſcnrtence of the Sctiprure did. morg 
e- I a#ii& andreriitie my mind, 1 mean thoſe ſentehces 
©, | thar ſtood againſt me, (-as ſometimes: 7 thought 
7- | they evely one did) more, 1{ay, than anArmy of 
forry rhouſard men that,might have comeaganſt 
if me, Wo ke ro, him azainſt yrhom rhe $@:iprwes 


F 


bend rhemfelves. = W” 
d 201, Bythis Temptation 7 vvas made ſce-more 

into the natuie.of the P.omile, then ever Evyas 
ſ- tefore : ifcr 7 lying novv trembling under the 
he mighty hand of God, coltigually rorn and rent , 
Ly,che thunderings ot his-Juſtice ; this mace me, 
yvith catctu] heart and vy atchful eye, vvith grear 
leriouſneſs ro ruin over ex ey leaf, and wirh-micch 
Uigence maxt vyirh trembling , ro confider-every 
fe pence s togerl ex yvirh irs natwal- force-and 

Itty ©, #41 #7 a 
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7.202, * this Temprariod alſo, I vvas great; 
[+-) | - ” ; * . . 
Daren off my. forme: foolihh; practice, of .paitithy 
+7 che Worg of ;Promiſe vi beyy it came Rs oy 
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mind! for now ,though Tcould not ſuck that cot 
totr and {weerneſs from rhe Promiſe, as Thad done 
at other times, yet, like ro a man a ſinking, 1 
Tould catch ar all 7 ſaw : totmerly Tthought [ 
mighrinor meddle with the Piomiſe, unleſs I felt 
z3ts comfort ; bur now *rwas no time rhus ro do, the 
Avengerof tlood too hardly did purſue me. 

203, Now therefore Twas glad to carch at that 
waid,which yer I fea:ed 7 had no ground nor gi 
ro own; and even to leap into rhe-'Boſom of rh 
Promule, rhat yer Tfeared did thur irs heart again 
me... Now allo Tſhoulkd |abour ro'take rhe woid as 
God had-laid ir down, withour reſtraining rhe + 
rural force of one iyilable thereof : O whar did] 
1ow {ce in thar blefſed iixrh of John, And him tha 
comes to me, Twill in no wiſe caſt out | now I be 
ro conſider wjrh my lelt, that God had a bigyet 
mouth-ro (petk with, than Thad heart to conceiye 
with ; Tthoughr alſo with my ſelt, that he ſpake 
notrins words in haſte, or in an'unadyi{ed hear,but 
wath infinite wiſdom-and judgement, and 11 vely 
trurh and fairhfulneſs, 2 Sam. 3-28. 

.: 204, I ſhould in theſe dayes, ofren m my great: 
eſt agones, even flounce towards rhe Promiſe (as 
the horſes do trowards1iound ground, rhar yer flick 
irs mire) concluding (though as one almoſt t e- 
refr of his yvirs through fear)” on this I will reſt 
, and ſtay, and leaye the fultilling of it ro the God of 
heaven thar made it.O ! many a pull hath my heart 
had with Sa an, for that bleſſed fixrh of Toby I 


did not 10w ,as at other times Jookprigcihult for 


comfoit (though O how welcome would It have 


A_— 


beenunto me ! ) but row a Word, a Word to lea 


a weaty Soul upon, that I might not fink for ever-* 


- 2055 Yea, often when 1 have been makingro 


the Promiſe, 1 have feenas if the Lord would 1e-" 
fufe my Soul for ever 3 I vvas often as if 'I had run 


upon 


: 


s 
k 
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ypon the pikes, and as if the Lord had thruſt ae 
me,to keep me from him,as with a flaming ſword. 
Then I ſhould rhink of Efther, who went to peti-= 
tion the King contrary to the Law, Efth. 4. 16. I 
thought alſo of Benhadad's ſervants, who wenr 
with ropes upon their heads to their Enemies for 

mercy, 1 Kin-20.31,f c, the woman of Canaan al- 
ſo, that would not be daunted; though called dog 

by Chriſt, Mat-15.22, &c. and rhe man that went 

to borrow bread at midnight, Luk,11.5 ,6,7,8,095. 

were great encouragements unto me, 

206. 1 never ſaw thoſe heighrs and depths in 
grace, and love, and mercy, as I ſaw after this 
remprarion ; great ſins do draw out great grace; 
and where guilris moſt terrible and fierce, there 
the mercy of God in Chriſt, when ſhewed to the 
Soul, gy_= moſt high and mighty : When Fob 
had: paſſed thorow ins captivity» he bad twice as 
much as he had before, Job 42.10, Bleſſed be God 
for Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Many orher things I 
might here make obſervation of , but 1 would be 
brief, and therefore ſhall at this rime omit them z 
and do pray God thar my harms may mae others 
fear to offend, leſt they alſo be made to bear the 
-iron yoak as 7. | 

207. Now I ſhall go forward to give you a rela- 
tion of other of the Lords dealings with me, © 
His dealings with me ar ſandy other ſeaſons, and 
of the temiprations 1 then did meet wirhall, I 
ſhall begin vvith vvhar } mer vvith vvhen I firſt 
did joyn in fellowſhip vvich the People of God jn 
Bedford. After 1 had propounde1 to the Church, 


I Mich his Diſciples before his —_ that Scripenge, 
IJ ; 0 


that my defire vvas to vyalk in the Order and Or- 
dinances of Chriſt vvith them, and vvas alſo ad- 
tnitred by them ; vvhile I thought of that bleſſed 
Ordinance of - Chriſt, vyhich vvas his laſt Supper 


32 ; Grace abounding © 
Do thit in remembrance of me,Lik-22,19.was made 
a yery precious word unto me; for by it the Lord 
did come down upon my conſcience with the dif. 
covery of his death for my fins, and as I then felt, 
di4 as if heplunged me 1n the vertue of the ſame, 
But bold, I had nor been long a partaker at that 
Ordinance,bur ſach fierce and ſad remprations did 
atrendme at all times therein, both ro blaſpheme 
the' Ordinance, and to wiſhſfome deadly thing to 
thoſe that then did ear chefeof; thar left I ſhould 
ar any time be guilry of conſenting ro theſe wick- 
ed and fearful thoughts, I was forced ro bend my 
ſelf -all the while to pray ro God to keep me from 
- ſuch blaſphemies ; and alſo to cry ro God to bleſs 
the Bread and Cup to them, as it went from 
mouth to'mouth : The reaſon of this remptation 
] have-rhoughr ſince was, becauſe Idid not with 
that reverence ar firſt approachro partake thereof, 
208. Thus I continued for three quarteis of a 
year, and could never have reft nor eaſe ; but at 
Hſt the Lord came in upon my Soul with that ſame 
Scriprute by which my Soul was viſited before; 
and afrer that, I have been uſually very well and 
comfortable in the parraking of that bleſſed Ordi- 
nance,and have I tiuſt therein diſcerned the Lords 
Bodyas broken for my fins, and that his p: ecious 
Blood had been ſhed for my tranſgreſſions. 
209. Upon atime I was {omewhar inclining to 
a Conſumption, wherefore abour the Spring, 1 
was ſuddenly and violently ſeized with much 
weakneſs i11my outward man; inſomuch that 1] 
thonghe I could not live, Now beganlT af.cſh to 
ive my ſelfup roa ſerious examination afret my 
\ fate and condition for the futute, and of my Evi- 
dences for that blefled world ro come, For:1 
hath, 1 bleſs the name 'of God, been-my wfval 
courſe, as alwayes, fo eſpecially in the day of a+ 
flicion, 
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flition, to endeavour to keep my intereſt in Life + 
to come, clear before mine eye. 

210. Bur ]had no ſooner began to recall to 
mind my former experience of the goodneſs of 
God to my Soul, but there came flocking into my 
mind an \1nnumerable company of my fir.s and 
tranſgreſſions, amongſt which theſe were at -this 
time moſt co my aftliction, namely, my deadneſs, 
dulneſs, and coldneſs in holy Duties, my wan- 
drings of heart , my weariſomneſs 1n all good 
things, My want of love to God, his wayes and 

ople, with this ar.the end of all, Are rheſe-the 

wits of Chriſtianity? are theſe the tokens of ableſ- 
ſedman ? 

211, At theapprehenſion of theſe things, my 
fickneſs was doubled upon me,for now was I fick 
in my inward man, my Soul was clog'd with guilr, 
now alſo was all my former expei1ence of Gods 
oodneſs to me quite raken aur of my mind, and 

d as if it had never been,nor ſeen +Now was my 
Soul gtearly pinched berween theſe two conſide- 
rations, Live 1 mu not, Die I dare not : now ] ſunk 
and fell in my Spi-ir,and was giving up all fo: loſt 3 
but as 1 was walking up and down in the houſe, as 
2 man in a moſt woful ſtate,thar word of God rgok 
hold ot my he rt, 7e are juſtified freely by bu grace, 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſu, Rom . 

24. 

. 212. Now was Tas one awakened out of '{ome 
trou.-leſome ſleep and dream, and liſtening to this 
heavenly ſentence, I was as it I heard it thus'ex- 
pounded ro me; Sinner, thou thinkeſt thar beca:.ſe 
of thy fins and infirmities, 1 cannor ſave thy Soul ; 
bur b. hold my Son is by me, and upon him I look, 
andnor on ti ce, and will deal with thee accord- 
ngas 1 am pleaſed with him : at rhis I was great- 
7, 34 bly, inmy mind, and made to —— 
F 2 r1.at 
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that God could juſtifie a Sinner at any time, it was 
but looking upon-Chriſt, and impuring of his be. 
nefirs to us, and rhe work was forthwith done. 
213. And as I was thus a muſe, that Scriprure 
came with great power upon my Spirit, Not by 
works of righteouſneſs that we have done, but accor- 
ding to his mercy he ſaved ws,8&c.2Tim.1 9.Tir.3.5, 
now was 1 got on high, 1 ſaw my ſelf within the 
arms of Grace and Mercy ; and though 1 was be- 
fore afraid to think of a dying hour, yer now] 
cried, Ler medie; now death was lovely and 
beautiful in my fight, for 1 ſaw we ſhall never live 
indeed till we be gonerothe other World : O Me. 
thought this life 15 but a ſlumber 1n compariſon of 
that above : at this time alſo I ſaw more in thoſe 
words, Heirs of God, Rom. 8, 17- then ever I ſhall 
be able to exp: eſs while 1 live in this world : Heirr 
of God: God himſelf is the portion of the Saints: 
this I ſaw and wondered at, but cannot tell you 
whartl ſaw- 
214. At another time, though juſt before I was 
retry well and ſayoury in my ſpirit, yet ſudden- 
l there fell upon me a great cloud of darkneſs, 
which did fo hide from me the things of God and 
Chriſt, that I was as if 1 had never icen or known 
themin my life 3 I was alſo ſo over-run 1n my 
Soul with a ſenceleſs hearrleſs frame of ſpirir, that 
1 could not feel my Soul ro move or ſtir afcer grace 
ant life by Chriſt ; I was as if my loyns were 
troken, or as if my hands ard feer had been ried 
or bound wich chains. At this rime alſo felt ſome 
weakneſs to ſeiz my outward man; which made 
ſill the other affi;&jon the more heavy and unccm- 


forcable, | 
215. After 1 had Feen in this condition ſome 


three or four days, as I was fitting by the fire, IN. 
ſuddenly felt this word to ſound 1n my heart, + 
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muſt go to Feſus ; at this my former darkneſs and 
m[c acl away, and the Bleſſed things of hea- 
yen were fer within my view; while I was on this 
e | ſudden thus overtaken with ſurprize ; Wife, ſaid 
y | Z,is there ever aſach Scripture, I muſt go ro Jeſus 2 
= | ſhe ſaid ſhe could not tell; therefore 1 fat muſing 
- | ftillro ſee if I could remember ſuch a place, Thad 
- not ſat above rwo or three mir,utes, but that came 
- | bolting in upon me, And to an innumerable company 
of Angels ; and withall Hebrews the twelfth about 
the mount Z70n was ſet before mine eyes. 
216. Then with joy I told my Wite, O now 7 
e- | know, [know ! bur that night was a good nighr 
of } to me, 1 never had but few better ; 1 longed for 
ſe }- the connpany,of ſome of Gods people,that 1 mighr 
fl 3 have imparted unto them whar Cod had ſhewed 
rr} me: Chriſt vvas a areckes Chriſt ro my Soul thar 
$:} night ; could ſcarce lie in my Bed for joy, and 
ou } peace, and titumph, thorow Chriſt ; this great 
glory did nor continue vpon me until morning, 
as yer that twelfth of the Author to the Hebrews, 
n-| Heb.12.21,22,23. was a bleſſed Scriprure to me 
fs, ] fot mg, + rogether after this, 
nd] 219. The wordsare theſe, Toy are come to mount 
wnf Zion, to the City of the living God, to the heavenly 
my | Jeruſalerp, and to an innumerable company of Angels, 
ha} to the general aſſembly and Church of the firſt-born 
ace} which are written in heaven, to God the ludge of all, 
ere andto the ſpirits of juſt men made perfef, and to Je- 
ied} ſus the Mediator of the New Teſtament, and to the 
me] blood of /prinbling, that ſpeaberh betrer things than 
zdeſ} that of Abel : Thorow t; is bleſſed Sentence the 
-m-j Lord led me over and over, firſt to this word, and 
then to that, and ſhewed me wondertul glory in e- 
very one of them. Theſe words allo have oft ! nce 
, I] this rime been grear refreſhment ro my Sp-rit. 
t, f:Bleſſed be God for having mercy on me. | 
wht | F 3 A 
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A brief Account of the Authors (all to 
» the Work of the Mzniſtery, 


218+ A Ndrow 1 am fpeaking my Experience, ] 

will in rhisplace rhruſt m a word or rwo 
concerning my preaching the Word, andof Gods 
dealing wirh me in rhar particular ajſo : For after 
I had been abour five oi {xx years awakened, and 
helped to ſee torh the want and worth of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, and inabled ro yenrure my Soul 


upon him : ſome of rhe mott able among the Saints, 


with us, 1 ſay rhe moſt able for Judgementzand ho. 
lineſs of Life, as they conceived,did pe: cerve that 
God had cgunted me worthy ro underftand ſome- 
thinzof js Will in his holy and blefled Word, and 
ha4erren me atreiance 1n ſome mea{ureto expres, 
Wha: 1 ſaw, to others for edification ; they defrred 
me, and r:;at with much earneſineſs, that I would 
be willing at ſomerime to take in hand in one of 
the Meetings to ſpeak a word of Exhotration uſ- 
to them, ; 

219. The which, though ar the firſt ir did much 
cat and abahh my ſpirir,yer being ſtill by rhem de- 
fired and intreated, I conſented ro rheir requeh, 


and didrwice at two ſeveral Aflemblies'( butin 


private) rhough with much weaknels and infirm 
ty, diſcover my Gift amongſt them ; at which they 
not onely ſeemed to be, bur did ſolemnly proteſt s 
1n the fght of the gear God,they were toth afted:- 
ed and comforred,and gave thanks ro the Father of 
Metrcies for the grace beſtowed On me. | 


Oy 


220. Aftet this, ſometimes when ſome of them 


. did go into the Countiey to reach, tFey would allt 


that 7ſhould go with them ; where, though as yer! 
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did not, nor durſt nor miake uſe of 'my-Gift in an 
open way, yet mote/pivarely tif, as F'came#< 
mongft che goodPeopttin thoſe places,} didfome- 
times ſpeak a wordof Admomtion unto them alſo; 
the which rhey, as the other, received -with 'pre- 
joycing at rhe mercy of God'to me-watid, profeſ-. 
fing their Souls were edified'therehy. 

221, Wherefore, to be brief, at laſt, being fill 


defired by the Church, after fome ſolemn prayer 


to the Lord, with faſting, I'was more particulatly 
called forth, and appointed ro a more ordinary 
and publick preaching rhe Word, not onely ro and 
amongſt them that believed, bur alſo to offer the 
Goſpel :o thoſe that had nor yet 1eceived the faith 
thereof : about which time 1} did evidently find in 
my mind a ſecret pricking furwa:d thereto : (tho 
1 bleſs. God nor for defre of vain-glory, for at that 
time I was moſt ſorely afflited with the firy darts 
of the devil, concerning my eternal ſtate. 
- 222, Butyercould nor be content unlefs ] was 
found 11 rhe exerciſe of my Gift, unro Which Hſo 
] was gteatly animated, not onely by rhe conrinnal 
defires of the Godly, but alſo by that 1ayitig of 
Paul to the Corinthians, T beſeech you, Brethren (ye 

now the bouſhold of Stefhanas, that it is the fir 

rutts of Achaia, and that they have addi Fed them- 


ſelves to the miniſtery of the Saints) that you ſubmit 
your ſelves unto ſuch, .and to every one that helperh 
\ with us and laboureth, 1Cor,16-15,16, 


227. By this Text 1 was made roſee that the 
holy Ghoſt never intended that men who have 
Gifts and Abiliries.ſhould bury rhem 11 the earth, 
bur rather di4 command and ſtir up ſuch to the 'e xe 
erciie of rheir gifr, and alſo did commend: thoſe 
that were apt and ready ſo ro do,they have addiFead 


"themſelves 10 the miniftery of the Saints : this Sctip- 


rure in theſe days did continually runin my mind, 
F 4 ro 
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to incourage me, and ſtrengthen mein this my 
wok foy God ; I have beenalſo incouraged from 
ſeveral other Scriptures and examples of rhe God. 
,borh ſpecified in the Word and other ancient His 
ories. AF#.8.4. 7f 18+24,25(Fc.1Pet 4-10. Rom, 
12.6, Fox As and Mon. 
224, Wherefore, though of my ſelf, of all the 
' Saints the moſt unworthy, yet TI, but with great 
fear and trembling ar the fight of my own weak+ 
neſs, did ſet upon the work, and did accoiding to 
my Gift, and the _ of my Faith, preach 
that bleiled Goſpel that God had ſhewed me in 
the holy Word of truth : which when the Coun- 
trey undeiſtood, they came in to hear the Word 


by hundreds, and that from all parts, though upon . 


ſundiy and divers accounts, 

225. And1 thank Gud, he gave unto me ſome 
meaſure of bowcls and pity for their Souls, which 
alſo did put me forward to labour with great dili- 
gence and carneſtneſs to find our ſuch a Word as 
might, if God vvould bleſs, lay hold of and awaken 
the Conſcience ; in which al{o the good Lord had 
reſpe& to the deſire of his Servant : for ] had not 
preached long, before ſome began to be touched 

y the Word, and to be greatly afflited in their 
minds at the apprehenfion of the greatneſs of their 
fin, and of tr.c1t need of Jeſus Chriſt. 

226. Bur 1 ar fiſt could not believe thar God 


ſhou:d ſpeak by me to the heart of any man, ſtill 


counting my ſelf unworthy ; yer thoſe who thus 
were touched,vvould love me, and have a peculiar 


reſpeq for me ; and though I did pur it from me | 


'thar they ſhould be awakened by me, fill they 
would confeſs jr and affirm ir before the Sainrs of 


God , they would alſo bleſs God for me c unvvor. | 


thy Wrerch that I am ! ) ard count me Gods Inſtru- 
menr that ſheyved ro them the Way of Salvation. 
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229.Wherefore aw them in both their words 
and ; hr» to be ſo conſtant, & alſo in their hearts 
ſo earneſtly preſſing afrer the knowledge of Jeſus 
Chrilt,rejoycing that ever God did ſend me where 
they were : then] began to conclude it might be 
ſo, that God had owned in his Work ſiich a fooliſh 
one a$1 3 and then came that Word of God ro my 
| heart with much ſweet refreſhment, The bleſſing of 
them that were ready to periſh is come upon me ; yea 
I cauſed the widows heart to fing for joy, Job 2g. 13. 

228, Ar this therefore ] rejoyced , yea,the tears 
of rhoſe whom God d1d awaken by my preaching, 
would be both ſolace and encomagement to me z 
for 1 thought on thoſe Sayings, Who js he that ma= 
beth me glad, but the ſame that # made ſorry by me.? 
2 Cor.2.2, and again, Though T be not an Apoſtle ro 
others, yet doubtleſs I am unto you for the ſeal of my 
Apoſtleſhip are ye in the Lord, 1 Cor. 9. 2. Theſe 
things therefore wele as another argument unto 
me that God had called me to and ſtood by me in 
this Work, 

229. In my preaching of the Word, I took ſpe- 
cial notice of this one thing, namely, That the 
Lord didlead me to begin where his Word begins 
with Sinners, that is, ro condemn all fleſh, and ro 
open and alledge that the curſe of God by the Law 


| doth belong to and lay hold on all men as they 


come into the World,: becaule of fin, Now this 


| part of my work 1 fulfilled wirk grear ſence,for the 


tergours of the Law, and guilr for my rranſgreſſi- 
ons, lay heavy on my Conſcience. I preached what 
Ifelr, what I ſmartingly did feel, even thar under 
which my poor Soul did groan and tiemble to a- 
ſtoniſhmenr. 

230. Indeed ] have been as one ſent ro them 
from the dead ; I went my ſelf inchains to preach 


tothem in chains, and carried that fire in my own 
| con- 
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conſcience that ] perſwaded rhem to beware of. ] 
5-rh fay, and that wathour difſembling, rhat 
When I have been to preach, 1 have gone tull of 
gilt and terrour edento the Pulpic-Door , and 
there ir hath been raken off, and I have been atli. 
berry in my mind until I have done my work, and 
thenimmediately, even before 1 could get down 
the Pu[pit-Stairs,have been as bad as I was before. 
Tet God carrted me on, but ſurely with a ſtrong 
hani : for neither guilt nor hell could take me of 
my Work. 
-- 231. Thus I went for the ſpace of two years, 
crymyg our againſt mens fins, and their fea: ful ſtare 
becaitſe'of rhem. After which, the Lord came in 
upon my own Soul with ſome ſtaid peace and com. 
forr thorow Chriſt ; for he did give me many ſweet 
diſcoveries of his bleſſed Grace thorow him: 
wherefore 11ow I altered in my preaching(for ſtil 
I preached what ſaw 8 felr) now therefore I did 
much labour ro hold forth Jeſus Chriſt in all hjs 
Offices, Relations and Bei efits unto the World, 
and did ſtrive alſo to diſcover, ro condemn and re- 
move thofe falſe ſupporrs and props on which the 
World doth both lean,and by them fall and periſh, 
On theſe things alſo I ſtaid as long as on the other, 
232. After this. God led me into ſomething of 


El 


the myſtery of union with Chriſt - wherefore that 
T diſcovered and ſhewed to them alſo. And whe 
T had travelled rhorow theſe three chief points d 
the word of God, about the ſpace of hve years or 
more; 1 was caught in my preſent prafice, and 
c.ſt into Priſon, where Thave lainas long rocc 
firm eÞeT1uth by way of Suffeting, as ] vvas before 
in teſtifying of it according to the Scriptures, in 
vvay of Preaching. : 

233. When 1 have been in preaching, 7than 
God my heart hath often, all thetzme of- this ant 
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the other exerciſe, with 'gfeat earneſtnefs cried 
to God that he would make the Word effeRaalts 
the ſalyation of rhe Soul ; ſhll being gneved leſt 
the Enemy ſhould rake the Word away from the 
Conſcience, and {o it ſhould become unfruiefal : 
Wherefore ji ſhould labour ſo to ſpeak the Word; 
as that thereby ( if it were poſtible ) the fin and 
perion guilty might be parricularized by it. 

224. Alſo when T have done the Exerciſe,jit hath 
one to my heart to think the word ſhould now 
Il as rat on ſtony places ; ſtill wiſhing from m 

hearr, © cha” they who have heard me ſpeak this 
day, did ut lee as 1 do, what fin, death, hell and 
the curſe of God, is: ani allo what rhe grace, and 
love, and mercy of God is, thorow Chriſt, ro men 
in ſucha caſe as they are, who are yet eſtranged 
from him ; aud indeed ] d14 often ſay in my hearr 
before the Lord, That if to be hanged up preſemly 
before their eyes, would be a means to awaken them, 
axd confirm them in the truth, Tgladly ſhould be con- 
tented. 

235. For] have been in my preaching, eſpeci- 
ally when I have been engaged in the Dottrine of 
Life by Chriſt, wirhou+ Works , as if an Angel of 
God had ſtood by at my back to encourage me : 
O it hath been with ſuch powe1 and heavenly evi- 
dence upon my own Soul, while I have been la- 
bouring to unfold it, to demonſtrate it, and ro fa- 
ſten it upon the Conſcience of others, thar I could 
not ie conterited with ſaying , I believe and am 
fure ; mechought I was more then ſure {if it be 
lawfal ſo ro expreſs my ſelf, that thoſe things 
whichthenlI afſerted,were true. 

236. When 1 went firſt to preach the Word a- 
broad,the DoRors and Prieſts of the Countrey d1d 


{ open wide againſt me ; but I was perſwaded of 


this, not to render rayling for rayling, bur y ſee 
ow 
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how many of their carnal Profeſſors 1 could con. 
vince of their miſerable ſtate by the Law , and of 
the want and worth of Chriſt : for thought I, Thi 
ſhall anſwer for me in time to come,when they ſhall be 
for my hire beſore their face, Gen. 30.33. 

. 237+ Inever cared to meddle with things that 
| were controverted, and in diſpute amongſt the 
Saints, eſpecially things of the loweſt nature ; yer 
ir-pleaſed me much to conrend with great earneſt. 


neſs for the Word of Faith,and the remiſſion of fins 


by the Death and Sufferings of Jeſus : but I 1ay,as 
ro other rhings, I ſhould ler them alone, becauſe] 
ſaw they engendered ſtrife, and becauſe I ſaw tha: 
they neither 1n doing, nor inleaving undone, did 
comment us to Goto be his : behdes, I ſaw my 
Work before me did ruin in another channel, eyen 
to cariy an awakening-Word to that therefore 
did I ſtick and adhere. 

238. I never endeavoured to, nor durſt make 
uſe of other mens lines , Rom. 15+ 18. (though 1 
condemn nor all that do) for I verily thoughr,and 
found by experience, that what was raught me by 
the Word and Spirit of Chriſt, could be ſpoken, 
maintained and ſtood 'o,by ſoundeſt and beſt eſta- 
bliſhed Conſcience : and though 7 will not now 
ſpeak all that I know in this marter;yert my expe- 
rience hath more intereſt 1n that text of Scripture 
Gal.1.11,12, than many amongſt men are aware, 

239.1f any of thoſe vvho vvere awakened by my 
 Miniſtery, did after thar fall back (as ſometimes 
roo many did) 7 can truly ſay their loſs harh been 
more rome, then if one of my own Children, 
begotten of my body,had teen going to its graves 
1 think verily I may ſpeak it vvithour an offence-to 
the Lord, norhing hath gone ſo near me as that, 
unleſs it vyas the fear of the loſs of rhe ſalvation of 
my ovvn Soul : I have counted as if I had goodly 
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buildings and lo:dips in thoſe places my Children 
wee boin : my hearr hath been fo wrapt upin 
the glory of this excellent work, that I counted my 
ſelf more bletled and honored of God by rhis, rhan 
if he had made me rhe Empetour of the Chriſhan 
Wold, or the Lordof all the glory of Earth with=- 
out it : Orhatwoid, He that converteth a | Juney 
from the error of his way,doth ſave a ſoul from death /! 

240. I have obſerved, rhat whete I have had a 
work ro do for God, 1 have ha! firſt as it were the 
ooing of God upon my Spirit to deſire 1 might 
preach there : I have allo obſcrved, that ſuch and 
{uch Souls in particular have been ſtrongly ſer up= 
on my hearr, and I ſtirred up to with for their Sal- 
vation ; and thar theſe very Souls have after this 
teen given in asthefruirs of my Miniſtry, 1 have 
alſo obſerved, rhar a word caſt in by the by, hath 
done more execution in a Se1mon then all that was 
ſpoken beſides:ſomerimes alſo when 1 haverhought 
1did no good, then 1 did moſt of all ; and ar other 
times when 1 thoughr 1 ſhou'd catch them, 1 have 
fiſhed for nothing. 

241; My giear defrejn my fulfilling my Mini- 
flry,was, ro ger into the darkeſt places in the Coun- 
trey, even among(! rhoſe people that were furrheſt 
oft of profeſſion ; yer not becauſe 1 could not en- 
dure rhe light (for 1 feared nor to ſhew my Goſpel 
to any) but becauſe I found my ſpirit did lean moſt 
afrer awakening and conveiting-Work, and the 
Word that ] cartied did lead it ſelf moſt rhat way; 
Tea, ſo have I ftrived to preach the Goſpel, not where 
Chriſt was named, left 1 ſhould build upon another 
mans foundation, Rom. 15.25. 

242. In my preaching, have really keen in pain 
and have as 1t were travelled ro bing forth Chit 
dren ro God, neither could I be ſarisfied unleſs 
ſome fruirs did appeat in my work : if I wete fiuit- 


leſs, 


E 
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leſs, it matter'd not who commended me ; Eut if 7 
Wee iruirful,l cared nor wiio did condemn. I haye 
chought of thar, He that winneth /ouls is wiſe, Pro, 
11.30- and again, Lo Children are an heritage of the 
Lord, and the fruit of the Womb is his Reward: 
arrows in the hand of a mighry man, lo are Children of 
the youth ; happy is the man that bath filled his quiver 
with ibem, they ſhall.not be aſhamed, but they ſhall 
ſpeak with the Enemies in the gate,Plal.127.3, 4,5, 
243+ Bur in this work, as 111 all other, I had ry 
temptations attending me , and that of diyeig 
kinas : as ſometimes I thould be affaulred with 
great diſcouragement, therein fearing thar 7:ould 
not beable ro ſpeak the Wo: d at all ro editicarion, 
nay, that 7 ſhould nor be able to ſpeak {ence unto 
the peqple ; ar which times 7 thould have ſucha 
ſtrange tainrneſs and firengrhleſneſs ſeiz upon my 
body, that my legs have ſcarce been ableto cairy 
me tothe place of Exerciſe, 

- 244+ Somerimes again, when T have been prea- 
ching, I have bin violently aflaulred with thoughts 
of blaſphem y, and ſt.ongly rempred to {peak them 
with my mourh betore rhe Congregation. Thave 
alſo at ſome rimes, even when [have begun to 

ſpeak the Word witn much clearneſs,evidetice, and 
hbetty of ſpeech, yer been before rhe encing of 
that Opportunity ſo blimded,and ſo eſtranged from 
the rhings Thave been ſpeaking, and have alſo bin 
ſo ſtrairned in my ſpeech, as ro utreiance before 
rhe people, that I have been as if had not known 
or remembied whar I have been abour ; or asif my 
head had been ina bag all rhe time of the exerciſe, 
245. Again, When ar ſomerimes I have been a- 
bour ro preach upon {ome ſmarr and ſcorching p2+ 
tion of the Word, I have found rhe rempret ſuggeſt, 
What ! will you preach this ? rhis condemns yout 


ſelf; of this your own Soulis guilry ; wherefore 
preach 
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preach nor of 3? ar lor if you do,yer fo mitice ir 
$to make way for your own elcape, 1elt inſtead of 
awakening others, ,you lay rhar guilr upon your 
own {oul, as you will never ger from under, 

246. Thave alſo,while found in this blefled work 
of Chriſt, been ofren rempred ro pride andlifrings 
up of heart ; and rhough 7 dare npr ſay, Thave not 
teen infected with rhus, yer rruly the Lord of his 

ecious mercy hath ſo carried ir rowards me, thar 
bi the-moſt parr Thave had bur ſmall joy ro give 
way ro ſ{uch-a thing : for ir hath been my every- 
days portion to be ler into the evil of my own 
hearr, and till made ro ſee ſuch a multitude of cor- 
tuprions and intirmiries rEercin , that ir hath cau= 
ſed hangirg down of rhe head under all my Gifts 
and Artamments : I have felr .this thorn in the 
fleſh (2Cor.12.8,9.) rhe ve:y metcy of God to me, 

247. I have had alſotozerher with rhis, ſome no= 
table place or orher of the Word preſented before 
me, which word ha-h containedn ir ſome ſharp 
and piercing ſentence conceining the periſhing of 
re Soul, rorwithſtanding gifts and parrs ; as tor 1n- 
tance,rhar hath been of g:ear uſe unro me,Though 
Iſpeakh with the tongue of men and angels, and have 
not charity, I am become 'as ſounding-braſs and a tink- 
ling cymbal, 1Cor.13.1,2. | 

:48. A tinkling Cymbal is aninfirumenr of My- 
fck with which a skilful plaver can make ſuch me. 
lodious an1 heart-inflaming Muſick , thar all who 
hear him play, Can ſca. ny hold tiom dancin? : 
ad yer, behold, rhe Cymtal harh nor life.neither 
comes the muſick f:om Ir, bur becauſe of the arr of 


. {him thar playe: thetewith : {o then rhe inftrumene 


at aft may come to nough» am periſh, thoughjn 

times paſt ſuch muck hath-been mae upon it, 
249.Juſtrhus I ſaw it was ind will ke with them 

who have Gifts,bur war.t, ſaving-Grace  they'are 
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in the hand of Chriſt, as the Cymbal in the handof 
David ; and as Davidcould with the Cymbal make 

that mirthin the feryice of God, as to elevate the þ + 

hearts of the Worſhippers ; ſo Chriſt can uſe theſe | 

1 men, as with them ro affe& the Souls of his | 1 
People in his Chutch, yer when he hath done al Þ ; 
hang them byzas litelels,though ſounding Cymbals | | 

250.This conſideration therefore, togerher with | x 

0 
re 
fc 


ſome others, were for the molt part as a maul oy 

the head of price and deſire of vain=glory : Whar, 
thought 7,thall Bbe proud becauſe ſam a ſoundi 

Braſs ? ist ſo much ro be aFiddle > hath not the ga 
leaſt Creature rrar hath life, more of Godinit | ql 
than theſe » beſides, ] knew *rwas Love ſhould ne. | m 
ver die, but theſe muſt ceaſe and vaniſh : So I con- 
cludeda little Grace, a little-Love, a little of the | m1 
toe Fear of God, is better then all theſe Gifts: | m: 
Yea, and Jam fully convinced of it, thar it is poſ- | fi 
fible for a Soul thar can ſcarce give a man ay an- | by 
ſwer but with great confuſion as to method, 7 ſay | rec 
it is Poſſible for them to have a thouſand times | inf 
more Grace, and ſo to be more in the love and fa-| ſha 
your of the Lord, then ſome who by vertue of the | or 
Gift of Knowledge , can deliver themſelves like | Go 
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: 1. TAving made profeſſion of the glorious Go-| 21 
: 'H ſpel of Chit along time, d had prea- ah 
We 
Met, 
the 2 
migh 


ched the ſame about five year ; I was apprehend- 
7 ata Meeting of good People in the Counriey, 


| whom, had they let me alone, I ſhould 
Kaze preached that day, but they rook me away 
from-amonyſt rhem) and had me before a Juſtic 
who, after ] had offered ſecurity for my appe: 


mo 


: 
- 
- be 


». 
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ing at the next Seffions yet commireed' me, be- 
cauſe my Streries would nor conſene ro be bound 
that I ſhould preach no more to the people. 

252. At the Sefſions after, I was indicted for an 
Upholder and Maintainer of unlawful Affemblies 
and Convenricles, and for not conforming to the 
Nar10:2al Worſhip of the Charch of England; and 
er ſome conference there with the Juſtices, 
was ſentenced to perpetual baniſhfnent becauſe 1 
refuſed ro Confor.n. $5 being again delivered p 
to rhe*Goalers hands, was had home to Prifbh a- 
gain, and there have lain 1:0w above five year and a 
quarter, waiting to ſee what God will ſufter theſe 
men ro 40 wich me. | 

253. I which condition T have continued wi h 
much conrent thorow Grace, bur have met with 
many ruiningvand goirgs upon my heatr both 
from the Lord, Saran, 'and my own corrvptiors ; 
by alt which (glory be to Jeius Chriſt) Thave alſo 
received; among many rhings, much conviftion, 
mfrufjon, and underſtanding, of whith ar la-ge 1 
ſhall not here diſcoorſe ; one]y give you,ina hitit 
or two,;a word that may ſtr . the Godly fo bleſs 
God, and ro pray for me 3 and alſo to take encou- 
razemenr, hon'd the caſe be rheir own, Nor to 
fear what man can do unto them. X 

2544 Tnever had in all my life ſo great an inler; 
+ {iro the ' Word of God as now : them Scriprutes 
that I ſaw nothing in befo1e,are made in this place 
and ſtare ro ſhine upon me. * Jeſus Chriſtalio was 
never more re:] ani apparent then now; hee I 
ry fcen him,andfelr Mm mdeed : O rhat word; 

hav? nt preachetunto'you cunningly deviſed Ya- 
Met Spar S. end rhar, Gia eh fem 
| the dad gave him glory, that your faith andhnp-" 

| mighr bein God, 1 Peri1izo, were bleed words 
Unco mem this my yanpriſoned condittom. 
F C3 255.Thilc 
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been grex refreſhment, in this condition,to me z 
Fob.14.19243,4. J0h.16-33; Col-3.3,4: Heb. 12.22, 
24,24+ | So that ſometimes, when have beenijn 
' the ſavour of them, ] have been atle tolaug/var des 
ſiratiohgand to fear netc her the Horſe nor his, Rider, 
Dhaye had-ſweer ſights of. rhe forgivene.s of my 
ſins i) this place, andof my being. with-Jeſus in 
anorher world: O:the Mount Zionsthe heavenly Fe» 
ruſalem, theirnnumerable company of Angels » and 
Gadthe Fudge of all, andthe, Spirits of juſt men-maie. 
perfe#,and Feſws, have been iweer unro-me in this 
place: .Thave ſeen that here, that. 7am perſwaded 
I ſhall never, while in this world, be able to ex- 
reſs zI-haye ſeen atruch inthat Scripture, Whom 
having not ſeen, ye lou?-; in whom,. though now ye 
ſee bim not;yet believing, ye rejoyce with joy.unſpeak» 
able, and full of glory, 1-Pet-1-8. v 
256, I never knew whatit was for God to ſtand 
by mez;at all turns ,and at every. offer of Saran,goc, 
as -have.found him fince 1 came in hirher; for look 
, how fears have preſented rhemſelves,ſo have ſup» 
ports and 'encouragements ; yea ». when I have 
ſtarted even as it were at nothing elſe, bur m 
ſhadow, yer God, as bein "ery render of me,harh 
nor ſuffered me to be. moleſted, bur would with 
one Scripture and another ſt.engrhen mg againſt 


all : inſomuch hat 1 have often ſaid, Were jt lawfulp | 
Tcoul oy" for greater trouble, for the greater come. | 


forts ſa e, Ecdel. 7.14. 2Cor.1.5- '% 


257+ Before 7 came ro Priſon, Iſaw what wWasa | 
coming, and had eſpecially ewo Conſiderations I 


warm upon my hearrt.; the firſt was, Howto 


able ro.endure, ſhould my impriſonment bore ; 


and rediqus ; rhe. ſecond was, How ta he al 
encounter dearth, ſhould that be here my.pþ 
Far the firſt of rheſe, that Scripture Col.x.1 


255," Theſe three or four Scriptures alſo haye 
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rert information ro'me, namely, to pray to-God 
tobe ftlrengthened with all might, according to his 
glorious power, unto all patience and long-ſuffering 
with iofulne : Iconldſcldom go roPtayer before 
Twas impriſoned,butfor not {o lictle as a year to- 


were thiuſt it ſelf inro my mind, and pertwade me 
tharif ever 1 would go thorow long-ſuffering, 1 
muſt have all parience, eſpecially if 1 would <cn- 
dure ir joyfully. 

258. As to the ſecond Conſideration, rhat Say- 
ing 2Cor.1,9. was of grear ſc unto me,But wehad 
the ſentence of death im our ſelves, that we might not 
muſt in our ſelves, but in God that raiſeth the deal : 
by chis Sctipture I was made to ſee. rhat it eyer 1 
would ſuffer righrly, I muſt firſt paſs a ſentence 
of dearch upon eyery thing rhat can properly be 
called a thing of this lite, even ro reckon my Self, 
my Wife,my Children, my healrh,my eajoyments 
and all, as dead ro me, & my ſelf as dead ro them, 
. . 259. The ſecond was, to live upon God rhat is 
inviſible ; as Paul ſaj4 in anorher place, The way 
not tO faint, is to look not at the things that are ſeen, 
but at the things that are not ſeen ; for the things that 
are ſeen, are temporal ; but the things that are not 
ſeen, they are eternal : and rhus ] reatoned wit!) my 
ſelt ; If 1 provide onely for a priſon, then the whip 

- comes at unawares, andſo does alſo the pillory 3 
| again, if I provi-le onely for theſe, rhen 1 am nor fit 

or bam1ſhmentr ; furcher, if I conclude that bamfh- 
- ment 1s the worſt, then if dearh comes] am ſurprt- 
:zed ; fo that I fee the beſt way to go thorow ſuf. 
: erings,is to rruſt in God thorow Chriſt,as togch- 
ig the world to come; ind as rouching this world, 


| gether,rhis Sentence of [weert Petition, would as ir 
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\ tO count the grave my h1uſe, 10 mabe my bedin dark- 
- neſs, ro ſay.to Corrup 1ion Thou art my Father, and to 

the Worm, Thou art my Mather and $ifter 5, thatis,t0 
familia1ize theſe thi:.gs to me, Ga iS 


FW... 
260. But notwithſtanding. theſe helps, I found 
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my ſelf a'man,and compaled with infirmities; the 
arting with my Wife and poor Chilcren bath oft 
en:ro-me in r{is-place, as the pullirg the fleſh 
from\my bones ; and thar not onely becauſe 1 am 
ſomewhat too too fond of theſe great mercies, bur 
alſo becauſe I ſhould have ofren brought to. my 
mind rhe many hardſhips, miſe11es and wants that 
my poor family was like to meet with, ſhould 1 be 
raken from them, eſpecially my poor blind Child, 
who lay neaier my heart than al 1 had befides ; O 
the thoughts of the harc ws & thought this might 
go under, would break my heatr to pieces. 

251, Poor Child ! thought I, what ſorrow art 
thou like ro have for rhy poirion in this world ? 
thou muſt te t eaten, muſt beg, ſuffer huncer,cold 
nakedneſs, and a thouſand ca/amities , though [ 
cannot now endure the wind ſhould blow upon 
thee :/ but yet recalling my ſelf, thought 7, 7 muſt 
venture you all with G04, though it goerh to the 
quick to leave you : O Tſawin this condition 7 was: 
as a man who was pulling down his houſe u pon 
the head of his Wife and Children ; yer thought I, 
IT muſt dojr, muſt do it : and now Ithought of 
thoſe rwo milch Kine that were to carry the Ark of 
God into another Country , and to leave therr Calves 
behind them, 1 Sam. 6.10,11,12. 

262. Bur thar which helped me jn this temprta- 
tion, was divers confiderations, of which rhiee in 
ſpecialhere I will name ; the firſt was, the confi- 

,ceratjon of thoſe two Scriptures, Leave thy father- 
. leſs children, I will preſerve them alive, and let thy 
F rY.i/ows truſt in me : and again, The Lord ſaid, Veril 
1 ſhall go well with thyremnant, verily 1 will cena 
the enemy'ro entreat thee well in the time of evil, &c. 
263.I had alſo this confidetarion, that 3f1 ſhould 
now yerituie all for God, Iengaged God to take 
| | care 
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care of my concernments ; tut if I forſook him 
and his ways, for fear of any trouble rhat ſhould 
come ro-me or mine, then I Houldnor only falſific 
my profeſſion, bur ſhould conver ales that my.cony 
ce:nments were. nor ſo ſureit left at Gods ſeer 
while I ſtood ro and for his Name, asthey would 
beif they were under my own ruicion', though 
with rhe denjal of the way of God. This was a_ 
ſmarring conſideration, and was as ſpurs untomy 

ſh :: rhar Scripture alſo greatly helpedir to fa- 
ten che more upon me, where Chriſt pays againſt 

udas, that God wou d diſappoint him in all 1s 
elfiſh rhoughts, . which moved him to ſel] his Ma- 
fter- Pray read it ſoberly, P/al.109:6,7,8,095c- 

264. ] had alſo another confideration, and that 
was, The dread of the rorments of Kell, which I 
was ſure they muſt partake of, that for fear ofthe 
Croſs do ſhiink from their profeflion of Chriſt, his 
Word ard Laws, t efore the ſors of men : and of 
the glory that he had prepared for thoſe that in 
faith, and love,and parience:ſtood to his ways Le- 
fore them. Theie thivgs,,l ſay, have he'ped me, 
when the thoughts of the miſcry thar both my ſelf 
and mine mighr, for rhe ſake of my profeſſion, be 
expoſed to, hath lainpinching on my mind. 

265, When T have indeed conceired rhat T might 
be baniſhed for my Profeſiion,then I have thought 
of thar Scripture, They were ſtoned, they were ſawn 
aſunder ,vere tempted, were ſlain with the ſword, they 
wandered about in ſheep-sbins and goat-skins, being 
deſtitute, afflited, rormented, of whom the world was 
nor worthy, for a!l they thought they were too bal 
ro dwell and abide amongſ} them. T have alſo 
thought of thar faying, The holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in 
every city, that bonds and affli tions abide me ;, Thave 


yeijly thought that my Soul and it, have ſonierimes 
reaſoned about the ſore 8 ſadcſtare of a baniſhed 
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2nd exiled condition, how they are expoſed ts 
 higqger, to cold, to perils, ro nakednefs, roens 

es, and a thaufandealamirigs ; #94ar laſt ie-may 
be todie in a {irchTike a poor forlorniand deſolate 
ſheep. ' Bur T rhankGod hitherto Thave not been 
-moveq] by theſe moſt delicate reaſonings,bur have 
rather by them more approved:jmy heart to'God, 

265, Twill eff you.o: a pretty bnſmeſs : ws 
once above all che reſt in a very (gland low con. 
dirion for maay weeks, ar whithrime affo Tbeing 
bur a young Priſoner, and not acquired with the 
Laws, had this Tay much upon myſpi:ir, Thar my 
1mprifanmenr might end ar the Gaflows for ought 
that Tcould rell; now therefore Sztan laid'hard at 
me to beat me out of hearr,by fuggeſimg thuswn., 
to me: Bur how if when you come indeed ro die, 
yau ſhould be in rhis condition; that is, as for to 
ſavour the things of God, nor ro have any evidence 
upon your ſoul for a better ſtate hereafrer (for in- 
deed art that rime all rhe things of God were hid 
from my ſoul ); 

267- Wherefore when 1 at firft began to think 
of rhis, 1t was a great trouble ro me : for I thought got 
with my ſelf, that in che condirio!1 1] now was 1n, 
I was nor fir ro die,neither indeed did ehink 1could fair 
if 1 ſhould be called to ir : befires, 1 thoughe with 
my ſelf, if 1 ſhould make a ſcrabling ſhift ro clamber 
np rhe Ladder,yet I ſonld either with quaking ot 
orher ſymproms of fainting<, give occa'wn to the 
et1emy to reproach the way of God and his Peo- 
ple, for their trimerouſneſs : this rherefore lay | we 
with great trotble upon me, for methought! 
was aſhamed ro die with a pale face, and-rortering 
knees, for {\uch a Cauſe as this. | 

2658: Wherefore I prayed to God that he would [| 
confurt me, and give me ſtrength ro do and ſuffer | thi 


what he ſhould call me ro;yer no comfore appearty , : 
} but "Try 
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hacallconrinued. hid': IL was. alſ>-ar this- rime:(@: 
poſſeſſcd with the thoughc*of dearh, Has! 
| was as:it1 was on the Ladder, with the Rope 
#6wm my neck; orely this was ome' encourtge= 
ment ro me. 1 choughr I might, have now an op- 
porruniry ro ſpeak my laſt wards to a- tnultitude, 
ich 1 rhoughr would come to ſeg me die; ard; 
ought 1; if -1r muſt be ſo, if God will-bur convete- 
one Soul by my-very laft words,” I ſhall forrcoune” 
ny life chrown'away, ror loft: To T3048 
'269' But yeralttt# things of God were kept out of my light,” 
ad (1111 che cempter followed me with, But whrrhvr muſt you go 
when yots die ? what Will become of you? where will you be bs. 
tit her world ? what evidence have you for heaven andgliny, and. 
of inhet1t2xct 4 netig thens that are ſuncrified? T has w ed" 
for manic week$gand Ynew' riot what to do ; at laſt this conlſides' 
ation fell with welght"opon me, That it, was fbr the Word and” 
Way of G34 that 1 Was in this condition; wherefore I was iti$4> * 
nor to inch a fairy bredth from it” ROY 
"270 I chaught al©,that God rig tt chuſe whether hewoalt 
1. | give me comfort row, or'at the hour, of death z bur Ao ney; 4 
i4 ore chaſe whethe7 r would hold my profeſſion” or 'woy: 
nas booud, but he was frte $ yea, twas my dutie to ftand ro his” 
Wor4,whether h= would ever look upon me or'no, orfiaye mes; 
1k | the latt £ Wherefore, thought 1, the foyas eing thas; lam ſor” 
i ging on, and venturing my etexnal Nate wich Chriſt, whetticr T 
we comfort here or no ; if God doth aot come in, th 
14 [1 will leap off the Ladder even blindfokd irito Frernidiey, fe or” 
"* | ſyim, come heaven, come hell; Lord Jetus, if thog wiltcarch 
rh me, do ; I vvill venture for thy Names | "1ds.. 
et | ' 291. 1was no ſag (er fixed nphn this reſolution, but Wa 
or | Word dropt upon me, Dorh Fob ſerv? God for night ? asf the 
ie | *culer Had faid, Lotd, Fob is no upright wan, be fervesthee fot 
| se\ſpeAs, halt thou not made a hedge abdar lin, &c. but put 
*- | forth now thy hand,and rouch all tar he hath,ah be will cur 
lf | thee tothy face: How now ? thaught4, is this the fign of ati up 
1 | nght Sou', to defire to ſerye 15304, when all is taken from hith ? 
he a go.!lie man that yvill erye God far, ©orhihg rathicy 
be ? bleſſed be'God, then 1 liope't hare 31 upright Heart, 
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tor 1 am reſolyed(God give me fteagth)reves tg denie my pro- 
ſion, thoogh Thave nothing a all for my pains; an] as'T;wis 
idering,that Scripture was fer befartmes,PÞſa, 44.12,0e, 


272.  Novy vyas my hrart fall of comfort, for, t hope\ 
wry ſincere 3 T yvOull got have been, Yvithour this trial” 


n 
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_ rich) t im(comforted everie time 1 think of itgand I hope Niall 
bleſs God for ever for'the teacbing I have 'had by it, 
mor&vt the Pealings of God tovyards me, I might relate, but 


| th of the ſpoils yvoa in Battel have 7 dedicated to mains 
Fe wif Houſe God, 1 Chron, 26.25, 
 PY The CONCLUSION, 


rieFan a TOREIIG that ever I metwira in wy life to 
queſtion the beings and truth of the Go'pely is che work; 


acd _P be bimn; s.temptation comes, it takes away 
mg om me, and yemoveth thc toundation from under 
:0 wr *2en bt of that ward, ave your loyu girt 


prob with truth ; and of that, When the found tigns are deſiroxed 
» what ca the Rightedus.do'? 

, wo Jtlave wondered It.this one thing, that though God 
dc nyo oo with oper fo ſo bleſſed a diicoverie of himſelf, 
ain,that (ach bours have attended me efier- 
atc L thaich *0n in my ſpirit ſo Glled with darkneſs, that 
I could riot {o much as, once conceive what that God and that 

nw mg with which 1 have been refreſhed. 
ſonetimesſce more in a line of. the Bible, then 1 
cog) 4 yyoll tell hove co (tand ynJer, & yer at another time the 
Bible hath been tome a> drie as a ſtick, or rat! er my 
beat hath been fo dead and drie wnto it, that 1 could not con. 
Fine ye the leaſt dram of ref reſhment, theugh T have looke it over, 
Of all tears, they are the beft that are made by the Blood 
of Crit ; and of all fie is the ſweeteſt that is mixt with 


moatning oyer Chti's ; Otrsa goofly thing to he on our knees 
with, Ch-iſt 1p. our arms, God: 1 hope 1 know ſome- 
PK "AF theſc things. 
find to ths day ſeven abominations in my heart: 1-.[n 
dis to unbeli:f, 2. Suddenlie to torget the lowe and mercie 
Fi Nt manifeſtech, 3, Altaning to the Works of the Law, 
andrings and-coldnels Þ prayer, 5.To forget to watch for 
that] ek 6, apt,to murmarb*<cauſe | have no more, and 
yet readie to abule what 1 bave, 9 Ican do none of thoſe thin 
commands me, bur my corraptions will rhrult in 
853 -When Twoull.dop ad, evil t5 preſent wi ith me, * 
Vs We ihe $ Tcominultii ſee and feel, and am atfi'Qel } 
2nd oppreſſed wit : yet the Wiſdom of God dith order the n 
for my g00d : "They make me abtior” my ſelf ;. 2 They 
me from ron my beart : 3. They convince me 
phe, infufficieocie of all inbrrent rizhteoulneſs;, 4, They ſhes. 
me.the ey att fccing to Jeſus; 5. They preſs we to pray Þ 
ned, Grad; en me the need 1 hve £0 rc & Hd | 
. AF po we to look to God thatow Chiitt 
Kea and carry __ thorow CIS Amen, 
1 N $ 


